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President’s Page
We are well into the year now with many significant club events, Alfesta 2022 and Easter behind us.
Moving on to mid-year calendar, I am pleased to advise a full and exciting range of Club Competition,
Social and Register activities are planned, with some important events in the last part of the year.
But firstly, the 2022 Annual General Meeting of AROCA Victoria was held at The Veneto Club on
Wednesday 11 May which resulted in the following new Committee being elected:
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Membership Secretary:
Competition Secretary:
Editor:
Social Secretary:
Public Relations:
Register Coordinator:

John Hanslow
Bruno Colautti
Colin Edwards
David Floyd
Bruce Baum
Neil Choi
Andrew Fletcher
Mary Colautti
Scott Sutton
vacant

President@AlfaClubVic.org.au
VicePresident@AlfaClubVic.org.au
Secretary@AlfaClubVic.org.au
Treasurer@AlfaClubVic.org.au
Membership@AlfaClubVic.org.au
CompSec@AlfaClubVic.org.au
Editor@AlfaClubVic.org.au
Social@AlfaClubVic.org.au
PR@AlfaClubVic.org.au
N/A

While the Club’s 2022 AGM has been held, a Special General Meeting will be convened in the next few
months to finalise some financial matters. Advice regarding the meeting will be provided to all members.
Post AGM, we are seeking volunteers to fill several important Club roles:
•

Register Co-ordinator: This is a Committee role and involves regular communication with Register
Captains to coordinate Sunday Drives, Workshop Visits and the Club’s display at Spettacolo.

•

Club Shop Manager: This is a co-opted role to manage a range of Club merchandise, clothing and
accessories for sale to club members.

•

Spettacolo: Spettacolo is the biggest annual event that AROCA Victoria organises. If you can
assist with planning, organising or marshalling for this year’s event.

•

Alfesta 2024 Committee: AROCA Vic will be hosting Alfesta in Victoria over Easter in 2024. We
seek a number of Club members who can assist in organising activities for the 4 day event.

Supporting Club Volunteerism will be our focus over the next few months, so we seek your assistance
and support. If you would like to volunteer for any of the above roles, please contact the President.
Now, looking ahead, we again have several key activities this month with the Alfa SuperSprints
(incorporating a “come-and-try” day) at Winton on 5th, Club Night on 8th, Sunday Drive to Nagambie on
26th and production of the Autumn edition of the Club’s ‘Cross + Serpent’ magazine.
As many people return to office work, there is still a need for a common-sense approach to health and
safety in this ‘post vax’ CoViD-19 environment. Various businesses still suffer from staff shortages due
to Covid-19. We will continue to run our Club activities in a safe and compliant manner.
The Club has commenced planning for the Alfa Club Winton 12 Hour Relay in October. Planning has
also commenced for Spettacolo’s Concorso, Dinner and Show’n’Shine in November. Queries from
interstate groups indicates that they too, are keen to participate in this year’s Spettacolo. We look
forward to a good turnout of members and their Alfas from across Victoria at this year’s event.
Check the calendar on the Club’s website for new and updated events. You will also find information on
Club events on the Club’s Facebook page, and in the Club’s quarterly magazine Cross + Serpent.
John Hanslow, President, AROCA Victoria, June 2022
AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/
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PHOTOS WANTED
Give us your best shot and be in the running for a $100 gift card.
Your Club is in the early days of creating a comprehensive photo library and we need your help to complete the
task. Most if not all of you have pictures of your car(s), we want you to share those with us. If you send us your
best picture of your car together with Series number, year and model name it will go into the library for future
use by the Club. In sending the picture, you acknowledge that we have your permission to use the image free of
copyright in a variety of means of communication to members: ranging from, but not restricted to, appearances
in Cross+Serpent, Notizie Alfisti, member emails, or illustrating an item on the website. Entries will be accepted
until 1 November 2022 and the winning photo will be published in the summer issue of C+S (Issue 4/22).
The winner with the best photo in the opinion of the editor of Cross+Serpent will win a $100 gift card.
For your guidance the two photographs published below, courtesy of professional photographer Ian Roberts, are
outstanding examples of how to photograph a car. To be included in the library we require the photographs to be
hi-resolution examples.
Whilst these are not golden rules, here are some photographic tips.
•

Make sure when framing the shot you have the entire car in the frame.

•

Look at the background; avoid dustbins, clothes lines and other detritus.

•

Aim for contrast, e.g. avoid white cars on white backgrounds or the reverse, and go for contrast.

•

Front three quarter views are often the most favourable view.

•

Try for a little height, looking slightly down on the vehicle can produce a desirable outcome.

•

Avoid harsh light, for example, the middle of the day can flatten the image.

•

Look carefully for distracting reflections and your own shadow on the car.

•

Choose a good location with no distracting features.

Digital cameras and better phones, allow experimentation, try it.
Send your Best Shots to Andrew, Editor@AlfaClubVIC.org.au by November 1st to be in the running.

AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/
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News from around the traps
Targa Florio Australia 2022

Monday 4th to Thursday 7th April

Pt Leo | Flinders | Inverloch | Healesville | AusGP

The Targa Florio is a race filled with history, Targa Florio Australia has added a new chapter of the race
built on great roads, food and wine and best of all, a great group of passionate competitors!
Targa Florio Australia 2022 was a great success. From the Start at Pt Leo to the Finale at The Grand
Prix was a thrilling event, with participants enjoying the many highlights as we drove the route with
spectacular driving roads, amazing community highlights each day and a tremendous feeling of coming
together and enjoying each other and our stunning cars.
Following the four great days of driving the Targa Florio Australia, many of the teams remained for the
Friday, Saturday and Sunday of the Australian Grand Prix. Targa Florio entrants also enjoyed taking to
the GP track each day and soaking up the atmosphere as the F1 AUSGP came to life, setting a very
high bar for 2023.

More on the Targa Florio Australia event here: https://targaflorioaus.com/targa-florio-australia/
AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/

email Alfisti news to: newsletter@alfaclubvic.org.au

Notizie Alfisti
News from the Alfa Romeo Owners’ Club of Australia (Victoria Division) Inc.

AROCA SA’s “All Alfa Day” at Glenelg
Words & photo by Leon Cottle

Sunday 24th April

Marg & I had to pull out of this year’s Alfesta in Port Macquarie, and instead drove west to SA to visit
family after Easter. Our visit to SA coincided with AROCA SA’s ‘All Alfa Day’ on Sunday 24th of April.
This event is held at the vast grassed ‘Wigley Reserve’ in Glenelg. It’s a great site to showcase fine
Italian masterpieces, especially with glorious sunshine and clear skies as on this particular day.

Read the full report in C+S.

Mid Year Show’n’Shine - Sandown
Words & photo by John Hanslow

Saturday 7th May

Coinciding with the Alfa Sprints at Sandown, the Club held a Show’n’Shine and Parade Laps on a very
grey day at the Sandown track. Watch for the full report in AROCA’s C+S magazine.

AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/
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Alfisti ‘Long Lunch’ in Ballarat

Thursday 12th May
Words & photo by Leon Cottle

Sydney Alfisti, Phil Goodwin & Trish Flynn, were touring Victoria’s Great Ocean Road recently and
called to suggest that we meet for lunch, as they were heading via Ballarat on their way home. I booked
a table for three at the popular ‘Boatshed Restaurant’, located on the foreshore of Lake Wendouree.
Unbeknown to me though, Phil had contacted a few other local Alfisti as well! So our table of three
quickly grew to nine! It was a great opportunity to catch up with a few Alfisti mates: a long lunch, in a
great location, with great food and much heavy discussion about our fine Alfas – especially GTs and
new Giulias. But who would believe it, Leon turned up in Marg’s Mazda CX-5!

Leon, Liz & Sam, Phil & Trish, Clyde & Barb, Pat & Antonia

Goldfields Group Run to Lethbridge
Words & photos by Leon Cottle

Sunday 15th May

Goldfields Group at
After lots of rain on the previous day in Ballarat, it was nice to have clear skies as we all met up for
coffee at the start point in Buninyong for the Goldfields Group’s run to Lethbridge.
A total of 20 Alfisti in 9 Alfas headed around Mt. Buninyong, through Yendon, Mount Egerton and on to
the Bungal Dam (Lal Lal Reservoir) for a brief photo-op. Then to Meredith, we drove along some
delightful country roads and through the small rural towns of Steiglitz, Maude and Russells Bridge to the
impressive ‘Clyde Park Winery’ near Lethbridge.
It was a wonderful way to spend a Sunday: good friends, good food and nice drive in our Alfas
See the full report in AROCA’s C+S magazine.
AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/
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Observation Run to Meeniyan
Words & pictures: Gary Pearce (105 Register Captain)

Sunday 29th May

26 Alfisti made the most of one of the last sunny Sundays this Autumn and joined in for the Observation
run & scenic drive to Meeniyan in Gippsland.
Beautiful country scenery was enjoyed with a few interesting questions to be answered to add to the fun.
Moo's at Meeniyan provided a sumptuous menu, which was enjoyed by all, sitting comfortably outdoors
under the last of the Autumn sunshine.

Marty Thomas, proprietor of Moo's at Meeniyan
Watch for Gary’s full report in AROCA’s C+S magazine.
AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/
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Want to be part of great
Alfa Romeo Club experience?

Why not join the Alfesta 2024 planning group?
Each year, the Alfa Romeo Owners’ Club of Australia issues an open invitation to Alfisti near and far, to
gather and celebrate all things Alfa Romeo. This gathering is known as Alfesta!
In 2024, it is AROCA Victoria’s turn to host Alfesta and it will be held over the Easter long weekend:
Thursday 28th March to Monday 1st April.
Since its inception in 1975, AROCA Victoria has run many highly successful Alfesta events at locations
that include, Mornington Peninsula, Creswick, Philip Island, Ballarat and Mt Buller among others.
Alfesta events typically include local sight-seeking, a show and shine, an observation cum navigation run
and a Gala Dinner. AROCA Victoria again looks forward to providing Alfisti a memorable Alfesta
experience.
If you would like to be involved in the planning and coordination of this fabulous four-day event, to be
held over Easter in 2024, please contact:
John Hanslow, President AROCA Victoria,

M: 0409 961 719

E: president@alfaclubvic.org.au

Alfestas, past and future, are detailed on the National AROCA website here: https://www.alfaclub.org.au/
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If you are into fashion and Alfa Romeo regalia …
AROCA’s Club Shop needs you!
Alfa Romeo Owners’ Club of Australia (Victoria Division) seeks a dedicated volunteer to run our club
shop.
Do you have a passion for the marque?
Does running a club shop, that provides member benefits, interest you?
Are you able to seek out value custom branded apparel and merchandise?
The Club has a vacancy for a club member (or couple) to run AROCA Victoria’s Club Shop.
This involves ordering stock to meet demand and supplying items at Club Nights and at one or two
major events each year.
If you are interested, please contact:
John Hanslow, President AROCA Victoria
M: 0409 961 719

AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/
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Association of Motoring Clubs (AOMC) - Request for Help
The Association of Motoring Clubs (AOMC) Restoration Seminar has always proven to be a very
popular event on the AOMC calendar.
This year, after a two-year break, the seminar is scheduled for Saturday 18th June at the Austin-Healey
Jaguar club-rooms in Springvale.
It has always been a challenge to find interesting speakers to cover the wide range of restoration
products and trades.
Following the lock-downs, businesses have never been busier, with trade’s people experiencing a high
demand for their services. In some cases this has been exasperated by a shortage of skilled trade’s
people.
The AOMC would greatly appreciate any assistance in finding interesting, skilled trade’s people and
business owners to participate in the seminar. In addition, let the AOMC know if there is any particular
topic AROCA (Vic) members would want covered?
Email your recommendations to: secretary@aomc.asn.au

Alfa Romeo merchandise
Stellantis has arranged a 15% discount for AROCA members on a quality range of Alfa Romeo
merchandise that can be purchase online. When ordering, use the promo code ALFAREWARDS2022

And if you need an incentive to purchase a new Alfa Romeo, they now come with a five year warranty …

Alfa Romeo Head & Heart Promise
AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/
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AROCA Victoria Calendar
Restrictions may apply to AROCA’s events for the foreseeable future:
•
•

Bookings for events may be limited according to the COVID restrictions
So be sure to book in advance, rather than be disappointed if you are turned away.
Remember to take & use facemasks and sanitizer and check-in as appropriate.

in

force at

the time.

Upcoming Activities & Events:
•

Cross + Serpent | deadline for Winter edition contributions | Tuesday 31 st May

•

AROCA SuperSprints & Come-and-Try Day | Winton | Sunday 5th June

•

Club Night | Veneto Club | Wednesday 8th June

•

Club Breakfast | Stuzzichino Cafe Bar E Ristorante | Sunday 19th June

•

Sunday Drive | Essendon Fields to Nagambie | Sunday 26th June

Save these dates …
•

Alfisti Spring Tour | Grampians, Adelaide & Fleurieu Peninsula | 14th to 26th October
This year’s tour consists of 3 separate stages – Grampians Gallivant; The Bend & The Hills; the
Coastal Cruise, incorporating Targa Fleurieu, the Coorong & the Great Ocean Road. More details
on the Tour are available on the Alpine Alfisti web site. While year’s event is currently fully
subscribed, you can add your name to a wait list in case of cancellations: send an Expression of
Interest to: Leon

•

Annual Bocce Challenge | Veneto Club | Saturday 17 September
AROCA Victoria vs Fiat Car Club. Hosted by AROCA

•

Spettacolo | Wesley College, Mt Waverly | 26 & 27 November
AROCA Victoria’s premiere Concorso and Show & Shine

•

Children’s Christmas Party | Emerald Lake Park | Sunday 11 December

•

Alfesta 2023 | Toowoomba, Queensland | 6 to 10 April 2023

Note: changes to the scope or scheduling of the above events may become necessary, please refer to the
Calendar on the Club website www.alfaclubvic.org.au for updates or confirmation of these events.
For information on Register activities for your Alfa Romeo model, contact your Register Captain

AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/
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Sunday June 5th

AROCA SuperSprints @ Winton

The Club is excited to be heading to Winton for the Supersprint Series on Sunday 5 June.
Many Club members are expected to be in attendance, with many of them participating in the
SuperSprint competition, the club would also like to extend an invitation to any Club members that might
be interested in a come-and-try instructional experience at Winton.
This is an ideal chance for members to experience AROCA Club Competition first hand, and especially
at Winton!
For further details on the competition, or the come-and-try experience, contact:
Neil Choi (Competition Secretary). SMS: 0433 116 647 with name and car details.
See you there with your car and some enthusiasm for a great Alfa Romeo experience.

Alfa Romeo Café Society – Breakfast with New Members

Sunday 19th June

Ron Loccisano has organized a club breakfast gathering at Stuzzichino Caffe Bar Spuntini.

Venue:

Stuzzichino Cafe Bar E Ristorante

Address:

169 Lygon St, Carlton

When:

Sunday 19th June

Time:

9.00 am for breakfast

This will be one of several regular events that we plan on holding over the next 12 months at this vibrant
new location with good food and a great atmosphere.
All club members, especially new members, are most welcome to attend.
Ample parking is available in Argyle St North.
Hope to see you there on Sunday morning.

AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/
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Sunday June 26th

Sunday Drive to Nagambie

Image source: Nagambie Brewery

All club members are welcome to attend a drive that will commence at La Manna in Essendon Fields
and run via Lancefield to Nagambie. Join us, and enjoy a variety of roads, mostly in good condition, with
great scenery along the route with lunch overlooking Lake Nagambie.
Start Location:

La Manna, 10 English St, Essendon Fields.

When:

Sunday June 26th

Time:

8.30 am for 9.00 am departure.

There will be a mid morning break in Lancefield, where we will be meeting “The Nuggets”, aka the
Goldfields Group, who will be travelling with us to Nagambie.
The Bakery there is a good option for coffee and cakes and there are public conveniences nearby.
Lunch will be at the Nagambie Brewery from 12.30 pm.
There will be a variety of items with seasonal food sourced from the local area. The centrepiece of the
kitchen is the wood-fired oven to add to the experience.
If you plan to stay for lunch, RSVP by Friday 24 June. Send your name(s), member number & car
details to:
David Roberts (Current Model Register Captain)
M: 0492 938 227

E: 950register@alfaclubvic.org.au
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SAVE THE DATE
Annual Bocce Challenge
AROCA VIC vs the Fiat Car Club
Saturday 17th September 2022
at the Veneto Club, Bulleen
AROCA is host to the event this year.
For more details refer to the Club Calendar
Mary Colautti 0412 785 824 – social@alfaclubvic.org.au

AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/
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Alfa Romeo Owner’s Club of Australia – Victoria Division

Spettacolo
Sunday 27th November 2022
Featuring the 900 Series Showcase

Club members and friends are invited to attend the club’s annual Spettacolo Show’n’Shine and
Concorso event at our popular location: Wesley College, 620 High Street Road, Glen Waverley.
This year’s Spettacolo will feature the 900 Series, starting with the Alfa Sud appearing at the Turin Motor
Show in 1971 with production starting in 1972 with 2 door, 4 door and Sprint models with a range of
engines, in a variety of guises.
Owners of any model of Alfa Romeo, regardless of age, are invited to bring their vehicle to Wesley
College to be part of the celebration and display.
With its close to perfect surface, the manicured oval at Wesley, with the college as a backdrop, is the
perfect venue for a display of classic Italian cars. More than 300 Alfa Romeos with exhibits from several
other Italian marque car clubs are expected on the day.
A feature of the event is the Wash ’n’ Shine” competition with 20 categories available for owners to
enter. There are also categories for previous winners.
With preliminary judging of the Concorso entries taking place on the Saturday prior to the event, the final
judging and presentation of trophies will take place during Sunday’s Spettacolo Show’n’Shine.
Even if you don’t wish to enter the competition, bring your Alfa along and display it on the magnificent
Wesley College oval and be part of the largest display of Alfa Romeos in the southern hemisphere.
There will be plenty of delicious food and refreshments available on the day with Alfa Romeo
merchandise, trade stands with displays by the event’s supporters, Alfa Romeo Dealers, Club
advertisers and sponsors.
This year there will be face painting and animal balloon making for kids, and plenty of food options for
all; pizza, pasta, great coffee and a sausage sizzle, with some seating and shade tents provided for your
comfort. However, feel free to bring your own picnic kit; rug, chairs and a picnic table, if you prefer.
Nominal entry fee of $10 per car, while its free for pedestrian visitors.
Please mark this event in your diary and join us for this great celebration.
To ensure a successful event on the day, volunteer support would be warmly welcomed.
Contact: John Hanslow, AROCA President
AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/
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SAVE THE DATE
AROCA Children’s Christmas Party
Sunday 11th December 2022 at Emerald Lake Park
This is a special invitation to all our young members, parents &
grandparents to enjoy a great day out together.
For more details refer to the Club Calendar
We anticipate a great turnout so save the date in your diary
Mary Colautti 0412 785 824 – social@alfaclubvic.org.au

Coming soon, Brett Hayton’s story on his recent touring adventure in Tassie …

Giulietta looking over ‘The Nut' at Stanley
AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/
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Thank you!
Notizie Alfisti

… to the contributors to this edition of
: Leon Cottle, Gary Pearce, Mary
Colautti, David Roberts, Brett Hayton, Andrew Fletcher, Scott Sutton & John Hanslow
31052022
You too can contribute to the Club’s publications:
Notes, photos or brief reports of recent events, and any items of general interest to members, will be
gratefully accepted for publication in Notizie Alfisti and/or Cross + Serpent. An Event Report
proforma is included for your guidance below. Generally, larger articles and photos, will be assigned to
C+S with a corresponding mention in Notizie Alfisti. Contributions are preferred as text (e.g. Word) rather
than PDF and should be sent to: newsletter@AlfaClubVIC.org.au or editor@alfaclubvic.org.au
Submit contributions at least seven days prior to the end of the month for inclusion in the next Notizie.

Alfa for sale?
Do you have an Alfa for sale, or maybe you Are Looking For Another? Tell us! Members’ ads can be
included in the newsletter at no charge. If you are selling, be sure to provide photos and VIN/Rego details.

AROCA Victoria Club Shop
Alfa Club merchandise currently in stock includes: Caps (black or red), Polo shirts (M or F) and Tee shirts
(grey or red). Direct all club merchandise enquiries to Adrian 0449 831 646 or shop@alfaclubvic.org.au.

AROCA Victoria Advertising & Marketing
To sponsor AROCA Victoria and/or advertise in AROCA Victoria’s publications: Cross + Serpent;
Notizie Alfisti; and the web site AlfaClubVIC.org.au email: PR@alfaclubvic.org.au

Notizie Alfisti and Cross + Serpent
Copies of AROCA Victoria’s newsletter Notizie Alfisti and magazine Cross + Serpent are archived
on the Club’s website under the “Publications” tab.
https://www.alfaclubvic.org.au/publications/
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MEMBER EVENT REPORT
Your report will be published in “Cross + Serpent”- your magazine
Please fill in as much detail as possible, don’t worry about sentence structure or punctuation, grammar
etc. and attach up to 5 photos
EVENT NAME AND DESCRIPTION (e.g. Sunday Drive)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------PLACE, DATE AND TIME
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------DURATION OF EVENT
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------SOCIAL EVENT (e.g. Coffee or meal stops, type and number of participants’ cars, outstanding vehicle)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------MOTOR SPORT EVENT (e.g. AROCA or other club, number of trials, races, displays etc)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------PHOTOS (Maximum of 5 and please include your name and contact details and provide as much
detail of subject(s) as possible.)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------MOST INTERESTING CAR (Model, colour, type, year, why)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------TELL US WHAT YOU LIKED ABOUT THE DAY
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------TELL US ABOUT YOUR CAR AND YOUR DAY, (Did you take friends, all Alfisti or just you?)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------WEATHER (Hot, Cold, Wet, Dry, Terrible, Gorgeous
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS UPLOADED (e.g. Program, Menu, tourist information)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------YOUR NAME & CONTACT DETAILS
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ---------------------------------------------------------

Your eyewitness or participant report will help bring more colour and relevance to your magazine
Please email this form and photos (jpeg format) to editor@alfaclubvic.org.au
If there is insufficient space above, feel free to use additional pages for your report
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AROCA Victoria Sponsors
AROCA Victoria’s corporate sponsors are listed below. Click an image to visit the sponsor’s web site.

AROCA Victoria Event Hosts:

To advertise with, AROCA Victoria, send an email to: PR@alfaclubvic.org.au
AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/
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