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President’s Page
It is now the start of Autumn, and I am pleased to advise that we have a full and
exciting range of Club Competition, Social and Register events for the year.
We have now moved to a ‘post vax’ environment based upon a high percentage of
the population being fully vaccinated. This is a big change to what has been the
norm over the last 2 years. Despite the effects of CoViD and the impacts of
lockdowns, common sense prevails - we will continue in a safe and compliant
manner.
March is a very busy month for club members with a full range of activities now
organised – mostly by club members, with some offered by outside organisations.
The Phillip Island ‘Classic Festival of Motorsport’ on the long weekend in March is
one of the best all round events to attend. AROCA has display spaces reserved for
club members’ cars at Shannons Walk on both Saturday and Sunday with an
AROCA BYO BBQ for members on Sunday. Send Name, Member # & Car details
to: 900register@alfaclubvic.org.au to reserve a place.
Do not forget to book in for the Supper Club Dinner at Hobsons in Sandringham.
This is the first social dinner we have had for some years and look forward to an
interesting night for those attending. Our Club Patron David Wright will be our guest
speaker on the night.
The Fiat Club will be holding its annual Autobella Car Display and our club has
been invited to present Alfa Romeo Spiders for their featured marque display. This
is in addition to the usual display of Alfa Romeo vehicles.
The Alfa 4C Owners Group will be holding a Sunday Drive at the end of the month
and all members are welcome to attend. (Note: participants on these
Register/Sunday Drives are welcome to just go for the drive, you are not obliged to
stay for lunch – please advise if you will be attending for lunch when booking.)
Finally, early in April we have Winton Sprints, Round 3, Alfa Racing, Round 1, Targa
Florio Australia and an Alfa Club Display at the Lygon Street Festival.
Check the calendar on the Club’s website for new and updated events. You will also
find information on Club events on the Club’s Facebook page, and in the Club’s
quarterly magazine Cross + Serpent.
John Hanslow, President, AROCA Victoria

4Cs at Panton Winery
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March Club Night is on Wednesday 9th at the Veneto Club in Bulleen. Join us for a convivial evening in
the company of fellow Alfisti. The meeting commences at 8:00pm but winenot arrive early for a bite to eat
beforehand. The Bistro opens at 7:00pm. Details are [here]
If you are still prevaricating over that order for a Giulia GTA, Stellantis tell us that, unfortunately, you are a
little too late. All 500 of the limited production Giulia GTAs sold out late last year! But despite that, a few of
them are reportedly destined for Oz. See the story of the GTA, as told by Stellantis, [here].
The reveal of the new Alfa Romeo Tonale was barely a month ago, but there’s more news from Alfa.
The 2022 Alfa Romeo F1 Team Orlen C42 car was unveiled last weekend ...

The C42 car is “a radical departure from the past as it embraces the possibilities dictated by the new
ground-effect floor, updated aerodynamic package and 18-inch, low profile tyres. The C42, powered by a
new and improved Ferrari engine, is a racing machine designed to battle, as the new regulations will allow
closer [and more competitive] racing …” Buona fortuna Alfa.
The Victorian Historic Racing Register (VHRR) is the organiser of the Phillip Island ‘Classic Festival of
Motorsport’ over the weekend of 11th – 13th March. It will once again be a major Victorian attraction at the
Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit. More than 400 spectacular historic vehicles, from the early 50s to the late
80s will be racing. AROCA will be holding a Club Display on Saturday & Sunday at the Phillip Island circuit
- all members are invited to attend. There will also be a BYO BBQ for members on Sunday. A limited
number of discounted entry tickets are available to Club members for Saturday and Sunday mornings. To
secure a ticket: send your Name, Member number and Car details to: 900register@alfaclubvic.org.au
The 2022 Alfisti Autumn Tour will be running from Lilydale on 29th March to Canberra on 2nd April, in time
for Auto Italia on Sunday 3rd. The closing date for Tour registration is 5th March, so be quick if you want in!
The 45th Historic Winton is scheduled for 28th & 29th May 2022. Historic Winton is conducted by the Austin
7 Club with assistance from the Historic Motorcycle Racing Association of Victoria at Winton near Benalla.
“It is Australia's largest and most popular all-historic motor race meeting featuring over 400 historic racing
cars and motorbikes from the 1920s to the 1980s, as well as a huge array of veteran, vintage, rare and
unusual vehicles on display.” While a number of AROCA members are expected to be competing, there
are also plans for a social drive to Winton to watch the Alfas in action. Why not make a weekend of it?
Note that the April Club Night / Annual Awards Night will be held on Wednesday 6th April - one week
earlier than usual for Club Night! The date shift is only for April and is to allow Club members, who might
be travelling to Alfesta in Pt Macquarie, the opportunity to attend both.
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News from around the traps
Sunday Drive to Radio Springs Hotel (Lyonville)
Words: John Hanslow

27th February
Photos: Massimo Maltese

The start point for the run to Lyonville, was the picturesque Pier 35 in Port Melbourne.
About 25 club members met early on a Sunday morning
for coffee, and the usual talk about cars (what Alfisti
wouldn't), before setting out on the day’s run.

While it was warm and cloudy, the rain was kept
at bay with only a few sprinkles as we left the
metropolitan area heading towards Werribee.
After a few stops for ‘photo opportunities’ by Max
Maltese - by the Werribee Racecourse and near
Yaloak South Wind Farm - the group was on its way again to meet up with AROCA’s local Goldfields
Group members at Zest Cafe in Wallan for a well-earned coffee break.

The final part of the drive was up to Trentham and across to the Radio Springs Hotel in Lyonville. The
combined group of Alfisti enjoyed a great lunch with various fine local wines to complement the meal.
Thanks to all attendees for participating.
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AROCA Victoria Calendar
Restrictions may apply to AROCA’s events for the foreseeable future:
•
•

Bookings for events may be limited according to the COVID restrictions in force at the time.
So be sure to book in advance, rather than be disappointed if you are turned away.
Remember to take & use facemasks and sanitizer as appropriate.

March Activities & Events:
•

Club Night | Veneto Club, Bulleen | 8:00pm Wednesday 9th

•

Concours d'Elegance | Sydney Harbour | Friday 4th & Saturday 5th

•

Geelong Revival Motoring Festival | Friday 4th to Sunday 6th

•

Autobella | Deaf Children Australia, 597 St Kilda Road | Sunday 20th
Alfa Romeo is a featured marque. See poster below.

•

Classic Festival of Motor Sport | Phillip Island | Friday 11th to Sunday 13th
Check the Club Calendar for ticket and member BBQ details

•

Club Dinner | Hobsons, Sandringham | Saturday 19th

•

Alfisti Autumn Tour | Cuore Sportivo & Forays in the Divide | 29th March to 2nd April

Heads up for April:
•

Club Night & Annual Awards Night | Veneto Club, Bulleen | Wednesday 6th
NB: This is one week earlier than the usual Club Night meeting date!

Note: changes to the scope or scheduling of the above events may become necessary, please refer to the
Calendar on the Club website www.alfaclubvic.org.au for updates or confirmation of these events.
For information on Register activities for your Alfa Romeo model, contact your Register Captain
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Save these dates …
•

Auto Italia (Canberra) | Queanbeyan Park | Sunday 3rd April

•

Melbourne Italian Festa | Carlton | Sunday 3rd April

•

Club Night & Annual Awards Night | Veneto Club | Wednesday 6th April (Note change of date)

•

Targa Florio Australia | Victoria | Monday 4th to Thursday 7th April

The excitement is building for 2022 to be a great year of motor racing. Plans for the finale at the
Australian Grand Prix are coming together and everything is set for this year's Targa Florio
Australia to be a fantastic event.
•

Australian F1 Grand Prix | Melbourne | Friday 8th to Sunday 10th April

•

ALFESTA 2022 | Port Macquarie | Thursday 14th to Monday 18th April

•

Flinders Motoring Heritage Show | Flinders | Sunday 17th April
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•

Florence Thomson Tour | Central Victorian Goldfields | Friday 29th April to Sunday 1st May

•

Maling Road Auto Classico | Maling Rd, Canterbury | Sunday 15th May

•

45th Historic Winton | Winton, Victoria | 28th & 29th May.
Conducted by the Austin 7 Club with assistance from the Historic Motorcycle Racing Association
of Victoria. Australia's largest and most popular all-historic motor race meeting featuring over 400
historic racing cars and motorbikes from the 1920s to the 1980s, as well as a huge array of
veteran, vintage, rare and unusual vehicles on display.

•

Alfisti Spring Tour | Grampians, Adelaide & Fleurieu Peninsula | 14th to 25th October
The planning is well under way for ‘Take III’ of the 12-day Alfisti Spring Tour through Western
Victoria & SA. Watch the Alpine Alfisti web site for details. Expressions of Interest to: Leon

Thank you!
Notizie Alfisti:

… to the contributors to this edition of
Andrew Fletcher, Scott Sutton & John Hanslow

03032022

You too can contribute to the Club’s publications:
Notes, photos or brief reports of recent events, and any items of general interest to members, will be
gratefully accepted for publication in Notizie Alfisti and/or Cross + Serpent. An Event Report
proforma is included for your guidance below. Generally, larger articles and photos, will be assigned to
C+S with a corresponding mention in Notizie Alfisti. Contributions are preferred as text (e.g. Word) rather
than PDF and should be sent to: newsletter@AlfaClubVIC.org.au or editor@alfaclubvic.org.au
Submit contributions at least seven days prior to the end of the month for inclusion in the next Notizie.

Alfa for sale?
Do you have an Alfa for sale, or maybe you Are Looking For Another? Tell us! Members’ ads can be
included in the newsletter at no charge. If you are selling, be sure to provide photos and VIN/Rego details.

AROCA Victoria Club Shop
Alfa Club merchandise currently in stock includes: Caps (black or red), Polo shirts (M or F) and Tee shirts
(grey or red). Direct all club merchandise enquiries to Adrian 0449 831 646 or shop@alfaclubvic.org.au.

AROCA Victoria Sponsorship & Advertising
To sponsor AROCA Victoria and/or advertise in AROCA Victoria’s publications: Cross + Serpent;
Notizie Alfisti; and the web site AlfaClubVIC.org.au email: advertising@alfaclubvic.org.au

Notizie Alfisti and Cross + Serpent
Copies of AROCA Victoria’s newsletter Notizie Alfisti and magazine Cross + Serpent are archived
on the Club’s website under the “Publications” tab.
https://www.alfaclubvic.org.au/publications/
AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/
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Alfesta 2022 – 14th -18th April – Port Macquarie
Alfesta is AROCA’s national meeting, which after more than forty years has developed into a fun four
night, three day social event format, that allows you to meet like-minded Alfisti from across the country
and to explore attractions and roads that you may not know well. The last time AROCA NSW hosted
Alfesta was when the Canberra Chapter invited everyone to the Nation’s Capital in 2013, with Alfesta in
Orange in 2009 being the time before that, so a return to NSW is well overdue.
For 2022, AROCA NSW is inviting you to Port Macquarie, a town of about 50,000 on the NSW Mid North
Coast, and the Hastings River area. Alfesta will be based at the Waters Edge Boutique Hotel, which is
right on the Hastings River and less than 1 km from the Port Macquarie town centre.
Watch the Alfesta promotional video on the Alfesta 2022 Facebook page

To book your place at Alfesta, visit the Alfesta website. All Alfisti and any Alfa Romeos are welcome;
whether you have a 101 Spider, or a 147 diesel, Alfesta is still a great event. Over the years, quite a few
people have come even when they have been unable to bring their Alfa. If you are thinking about it,
please book soon, as it will help the organising committee, and may mean you avoid the disappointment
of missing out on a great event.
The event kicks off on Thursday 14 April, with registration, a gift pack for each attendee, and then meeting
up with new and old friends. The Good Friday activities are still being finalised, but should include a
cruise, with lunch, on the Hastings River. Saturday starts with the show ‘n’ shine in the Town Green,
where you can have your car cleaning skills tested, wander around the shops, before exploring the Port
Macquarie area with free time in the afternoon.
On Sunday morning will be the Ray Sharp Observation Run, a scenic drive to the west and south of Port
Macquarie. Along the way, there are some optional questions to answer, as you follow the route. After
lunch at the Long Point Winery, the afternoon will be free time before the Alfesta gala dinner that evening.
Alfesta winds up on Monday morning allowing participants to head back home, or …
join the Post Alfesta Tour. See over for details.
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MEMBER EVENT REPORT
Your report will be published in “Cross + Serpent”- your magazine
Please fill in as much detail as possible, don’t worry about sentence structure or punctuation, grammar
etc. and attach up to 5 photos
EVENT NAME AND DESCRIPTION (e.g. Sunday Drive)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------PLACE, DATE AND TIME
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------DURATION OF EVENT
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------SOCIAL EVENT (e.g. Coffee or meal stops, type and number of participants’ cars, outstanding vehicle)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------MOTOR SPORT EVENT (e.g. AROCA or other club, number of trials, races, displays etc)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------PHOTOS (Maximum of 5 and please include your name and contact details and provide as much
detail of subject(s) as possible.)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------MOST INTERESTING CAR (Model, colour, type, year, why)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------TELL US WHAT YOU LIKED ABOUT THE DAY
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------TELL US ABOUT YOUR CAR AND YOUR DAY, (Did you take friends, all Alfisti or just you?)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------WEATHER (Hot, Cold, Wet, Dry, Terrible, Gorgeous
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS UPLOADED (e.g. Program, Menu, tourist information)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------YOUR NAME & CONTACT DETAILS
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ---------------------------------------------------------

Your eyewitness or participant report will help bring more colour and relevance to your magazine
Please email this form and photos (jpeg format) to editor@alfaclubvic.org.au
If there is insufficient space above, feel free to use additional pages for your report
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AROCA Victoria Sponsors
AROCA Victoria’s corporate sponsors are listed below. Click an image to visit the sponsor’s web site.

AROCA Victoria Event Hosts:

To sponsor, or advertise with, AROCA Victoria, send an email to: advertising@alfaclubvic.org.au
AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/

email Alfisti news to: newsletter@alfaclubvic.org.au

