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President’s Page
As we move from the festive season, I would like to wish all members a prosperous
new year. Hopefully 2022 will be a change from the previous years, while we should
not experience further lockdowns, there will still be a range of restrictions, including
social distancing and mask wearing, to name a few. CoViD’s Omicron variant has
already replaced the Delta variant in Victoria but new and ongoing heath issues due
to the new CoViD variant are still unknown.
However, the usual sensible safety regulations still apply for all Club events. We can
hold Club Sprint and Competition events, Car Displays, Sunday Drives and even
dinners, but we must continue to observe mandatory regulations and stay safe.
Note that members are free to participate in Club events, e.g. a Register or Sunday
Drive, but you are not obliged to also join the lunch or other meals. To avoid
confusion, please ensure that you advise the organiser if you will or won’t participate
in meals when booking.
The Club Committee looks forward to presenting some great activities with a broad
range of events this year.
Check the calendar on the Club’s website for new and updated events.
You will also find information on Club events on the AROCA VIC web site, the
Club’s Facebook, page, and in the Club’s quarterly magazine Cross + Serpent.

John Hanslow, President, AROCA Victoria
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Buon anno Alfisti

January 2022

There wasn’t supposed to be a January 2022 edition of Notizie Alfisti, as Santa was scheduled to deliver
the Summer edition of Cross + Serpent for Xmas - which would have given you plenty to read over the
break! The magazine’s printer was apparently inundated with urgent requests for the production of other
publications, so delivery of your C+S has unfortunately been delayed. Fear not, you should see it soon.
Meanwhile, this Notizie Alfisti alleggerita will bring you up to speed on January’s events.
January Club Night is on Wednesday 12th:
BBQ on the Yarra 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm
To kick off the year, the Club is holding the traditional Summer BBQ at Yarra Bend Park.
Melway Ref: 2D F7 – Enter from Heidelberg Road – look out for the Club Flag. BBQ facilities are
available. BYO: Picnic dinner, drinks, rug, etc. No need to RSVP, all welcome. See details here.
On Sunday January 23rd the Club is holding the Cliff Bills Memorial Run.
See details below.
The run starts in Melbourne and heads out via Woodend to Pipers by the Lake in Ballarat. Bookings are
essential. If you would like to join the run, please do not delay as numbers need to be locked in very soon.
Then on Sunday 30th there will be a Sunday Drive from Tooradin to Corinella.
Why the nautical image on the front cover … ?

photo: Peter Fletcher)

If you were watching the recent Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race, either on TV or up
close - if you were lucky - you would have noticed the yacht named Chutzpah! Chutzpah
is owned and skippered by Club member, and 105 Spider driver, Bruce Taylor. Bruce,
and quite a few of his crew, are veterans of many a Sydney-Hobart. This year Chutzpah
was twelfth across the line and the winners of Division 2 - a significant achievement by
any measure!

Congratulations to Bruce and the crew of Chutzpah.

photo: Bruce Taylor

But that is not the only connection our favoured marque has with this iconic race: Black Jack, the yacht
that took line honours (first to finish), was previously named ‘Alfa Romeo’!
Lastly, below, is a flyer calling for Expressions of Interest in the 2022 Alfisti Autumn Tour in late March.

AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/

email Alfisti news to: newsletter@alfaclubvic.org.au

Notizie Alfisti
News from the Alfa Romeo Owners’ Club of Australia (Victoria Division) Inc.

AROCA Victoria Calendar
Restrictions may apply to AROCA’s events for the foreseeable future:
•
•

Bookings for events may be limited according to the COVID restrictions in force at the time.
So be sure to book in advance, rather than be disappointed if you are turned away.
Remember to take & use facemasks and sanitizer as appropriate.

January Activities & Events:
•

Club Night | BBQ on the Yarra @ Yarra Bend Park | Wednesday 12th

•

Cliff Bills Memorial Run | Melbourne to Ballarat | Sunday 23rd

•

Sunday Drive | Tooradin to Corinella | Sunday 30th

Note: changes to the scope or scheduling of the above events may become necessary, please refer to the
Calendar on the Club website www.alfaclubvic.org.au for updates or confirmation of these events.
For information on Register activities for your Alfa Romeo model, contact your Register Captain

Save these dates …
•

Concours d'Elegance | Sydney Harbour | Friday 4th & Saturday 5th March

•

Classic Festival of Motor Sport | Phillip Island | Friday 11th to Sunday 13th March

•

Alfisti Autumn Tour | Cuore Sportivo & Forays in the Snowys | 29th March to 2nd April
The Tour is open for Expressions of Interest. See the flyer below for details.

•

Auto Italia (Canberra) | Queanbeyan Park | Sunday 3rd April

•

Melbourne Italian Festa | Carlton | Sunday 3rd April

•

Targa Florio Australia | Victoria | Monday 4th to Thursday 7th April
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•

Australian F1 Grand Prix | Melbourne | Friday 8th to Sunday 10th April

•

ALFESTA 2022 | Port Macquarie | Thursday 14th to Monday 18th April

•

Flinders Motoring Heritage Show | Flinders | Sunday 17th April

•

Alfisti Spring Tour | Grampians, Adelaide & Fleurieu Peninsula | 14th to 25th October
The planning is well under way for ‘Take III’ of the 12-day Alfisti Spring Tour through Western
Victoria & SA. Watch the Alpine Alfisti web site for details. Expressions of Interest to: Leon

Membership Matters
Has the membership portal had a makeover … ?
If you have logged on to the Club membership portal recently (to renew your membership, change an
address, update your vehicles, etc.), you might have noticed that the login page has changed its
appearance and includes new branding. Be assured, the site is still managed by SportsTG, and under the
bonnet, the portal is unchanged.

Above is an image of the login page on the member portal
Please refer all membership queries to the Club’s Membership Secretary, Bruce Baum
email: membership@alfaclubvic.org.au

Alfisti at Dartmouth March 2021

AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/

photo: Kat MS

email Alfisti news to: newsletter@alfaclubvic.org.au

Notizie Alfisti
News from the Alfa Romeo Owners’ Club of Australia (Victoria Division) Inc.

Thank you!
Notizie Alfisti

… to the contributors to this edition of
:
Paul Gulliver, Bruce Taylor, Bruce Baum, Clyde Hay, Andrew Fletcher & John Hanslow

05012022

You too can contribute to the Club’s publications:
Notes, photos or brief reports of recent events, and any items of general interest to members, will be
gratefully accepted for publication in Notizie Alfisti and/or Cross + Serpent. An Event Report
proforma is included for your guidance below. Generally, larger articles and photos, will be assigned to
C+S with a corresponding mention in Notizie Alfisti. Contributions are preferred as text (e.g. Word) rather
than PDF and should be sent to: newsletter@AlfaClubVIC.org.au or editor@alfaclubvic.org.au
Submit contributions at least seven days prior to the end of the month for inclusion in the next Notizie.

Alfa for sale?
Do you have an Alfa for sale, or maybe you Are Looking For Another? Tell us! Member’s ads can be
included in the newsletter at no charge. If you are selling, be sure to provide photos and VIN/Rego details.

AROCA Victoria Club Shop
Alfa Club merchandise currently in stock includes: Caps (black or red), Polo shirts (M or F) and Tee shirts
(grey or red). Direct all club merchandise enquiries to Adrian 0449 831 646 or shop@alfaclubvic.org.au.

AROCA Victoria Sponsorship & Advertising
To sponsor AROCA Victoria and/or advertise in AROCA Victoria’s publications: Cross + Serpent;
Notizie Alfisti; and the web site AlfaClubVIC.org.au email: advertising@alfaclubvic.org.au

Notizie Alfisti and Cross + Serpent
Copies of AROCA Victoria’s newsletter Notizie Alfisti and magazine Cross + Serpent are archived
on the Club’s website under the “Publications” tab.
https://www.alfaclubvic.org.au/publications/

A sextuplet of 4Cs
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Cliff Bills Memorial Run
to Pipers by the Lake
23rd January @ 9:00 am

Cliff Bills was one of AROCA Victoria’s founding members, a former President, an
active Committee member and an enthusiastic competitor. This Memorial Run offers an
opportunity for members to celebrate Cliff’s significant contribution to our club.
The Memorial Run will commence in Melbourne and travel to Woodend for a short
coffee break where it will also gather members of AROCA’s Goldfields Group. The Run
will then continue to Ballarat for lunch at 12.00pm at Pipers by the Lake, a restaurant
overlooking Lake Wendouree.

The current seasonal lunch menu can be seen here
You will be able to order what you want from the menu on the day.
Drinks will be available separately from the bar.
Start Point:
Start Time:

La Manna 10 English Street, Essendon Fields.
9.00am sharp (be early if you want breakfast!)

Booking for this event is essential, please do not delay! Contact:
John Hanslow
E: president@alfaclubvic.org.au M: 0432 961 058
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Alfesta 2022 – 14th -18th April – Port Macquarie
Alfesta is AROCA’s national meeting, which after more than forty years has developed into a fun four
night, three day social event format, that allows you to meet like-minded Alfisti from across the country
and to explore attractions and roads that you may not know well. The last time AROCA NSW hosted
Alfesta was when the Canberra Chapter invited everyone to the Nation’s Capital in 2013, with Alfesta in
Orange in 2009 being the time before that, so a return to NSW is well overdue.
For 2022, AROCA NSW is inviting you to Port Macquarie, a town of about 50,000 on the NSW Mid North
Coast, and the Hastings River area. Alfesta will be based at the Waters Edge Boutique Hotel, which is
right on the Hastings River and less than 1 km from the Port Macquarie town centre.
Watch the Alfesta promotional video on the Alfesta 2022 Facebook page

To book your place at Alfesta, visit the Alfesta website. All Alfisti and any Alfa Romeos are welcome;
whether you have a 101 Spider, or a 147 diesel, Alfesta is still a great event. Over the years, quite a few
people have come even when they have been unable to bring their Alfa. If you are thinking about it,
please book soon, as it will help the organising committee, and may mean you avoid the disappointment
of missing out on a great event.
The event kicks off on Thursday 14 April, with registration, a gift pack for each attendee, and then meeting
up with new and old friends. The Good Friday activities are still being finalised, but should include a
cruise, with lunch, on the Hastings River. Saturday starts with the show ‘n’ shine in the Town Green,
where you can have your car cleaning skills tested, wander around the shops, before exploring the Port
Macquarie area with free time in the afternoon.
On Sunday morning will be the Ray Sharp Observation Run, a scenic drive to the west and south of Port
Macquarie. Along the way, there are some optional questions to answer, as you follow the route. After
lunch at the Long Point Winery, the afternoon will be free time before the Alfesta gala dinner that evening.
Alfesta winds up on Monday morning allowing participants to head back home, or …
join the Post Alfesta Tour. See over for details.
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Post Alfesta Tour – 18th to 20th April
You’re coming all this way to Alfesta in Port Macquarie, and there’s a good chance quite a bit of it will be
on the dual carriageway M1. To counterbalance that, how about taking in some of the best driving roads
in the country with the Post-Alfesta Tour? Featuring three days criss-crossing the Great Dividing Range,
you can drive these roads at your own pace. You don’t have to be an Alfesta participant to join us on the
tour, and you can drive as much of the tour route as you like.
The plan is to spend the first night at Bellingen, and the second night at Tenterfield. (See attached mud
map – note: the route shown on the map is
indicative only, and not necessarily final!)
As Bellingen is only 90 minutes from Port
Macquarie on the direct route, there is option
to spend your Easter Monday as a tourist
day and joining us for dinner, which is
booked in for the Federal Hotel, with your
own choice from the menu. The nature of
the tour is that you can pick your own
accommodation to suit your tastes, and
order what appeals off the menu.
The tour route is to take the Oxley Highway
up to Uralla, south of Armidale for lunch, and
then the Waterfall Way back to Bellingen on
the first day for a drive of 400 km. The Oxley
Highway was cut by landslides caused by
heavy rain in March, but is now open for
through traffic, although work continues,
which may slow our trip a little. The eastern
half of the Oxley Highway is one of the more
famous driving roads in the country. Peter
Thoeming, in his Australian Motorcycle
Atlas, reckons that this is his favourite road in the world. After lunch we will head east to Bellingen on the
Waterfall Way, which is a great tourist route that heads through several national parks with lots of
Waterfalls to look at. And it is a fun drive. For those who’d like a shorter drive and more time being a
tourist, an option is to spend the night on 18 April in the Armidale area and re-join the rest of us for dinner
on Tuesday night.
For those coming to dinner in Bellingen on Easter Monday, on Tuesday, we will head back up Waterfall
Way to Dorrigo and then take the Tyringham and Armidale Roads to Grafton, and then the Gwydir
Highway across the Gibraltar Range to get to Tenterfield for our overnight stop, and dinner, at the
Rosenhof Restaurant, with a driving distance of 350 km.
The final day of the tour will take us east across the Great Dividing Range one more time, via the Bruxner
Highway towards Casino. Queenslanders might depart for home around Woodenbong. For those heading
south, we will continue to Coffs Harbour, which was one of the initial location ideas for Alfesta 2022 before
we settled on Port Macquarie. The exact route for Day 3 is still to be confirmed. The attached map shows
a relatively short route in the afternoon, which would give you some time to explore, or if you so desire,
make a start on the next leg of your holiday drive.
Martin Leaver
Alfesta 2022 Convenor
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MEMBER EVENT REPORT
Your report will be published in “Cross + Serpent”- your magazine
Please fill in as much detail as possible, don’t worry about sentence structure or punctuation, grammar
etc. and attach up to 5 photos
EVENT NAME AND DESCRIPTION (e.g. Sunday Drive)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------PLACE, DATE AND TIME
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------DURATION OF EVENT
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------SOCIAL EVENT (e.g. Coffee or meal stops, type and number of participants’ cars, outstanding vehicle)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------MOTOR SPORT EVENT (e.g. AROCA or other club, number of trials, races, displays etc)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------PHOTOS (Maximum of 5 and please include your name and contact details and provide as much
detail of subject(s) as possible.)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------MOST INTERESTING CAR (Model, colour, type, year, why)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------TELL US WHAT YOU LIKED ABOUT THE DAY
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------TELL US ABOUT YOUR CAR AND YOUR DAY, (Did you take friends, all Alfisti or just you?)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------WEATHER (Hot, Cold, Wet, Dry, Terrible, Gorgeous
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS UPLOADED (e.g. Program, Menu, tourist information)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------YOUR NAME & CONTACT DETAILS
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ---------------------------------------------------------

Your eyewitness or participant report will help bring more colour and relevance to your magazine
Please email this form and photos (jpeg format) to editor@alfaclubvic.org.au
If there is insufficient space above, feel free to use additional pages for your report
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AROCA Victoria Sponsors
AROCA Victoria’s corporate sponsors are listed below. Click an image to visit the sponsor’s web site.

AROCA Victoria Event Hosts:

To sponsor, or advertise with, AROCA Victoria, send an email to: advertising@alfaclubvic.org.au
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