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President’s Page
Alfisti,
At the June Club Night, which was held on-line, Greg Smith, Secretary of AROCA
WA presented a picture and profile of the extensive activities conducted by the WA
Division. It really does look to be a rich and vibrant club. But, as many club members
are new to the technical wonders of our new on-line meetings, Greg’s slide show
was an unfortunate casualty of the evening. Not to be beaten, Greg has provided his
slides for your edification below. Thank you Greg; for your presentation last month,
albeit sans slides, and for providing the slide show for inclusion in this newsletter.
July Club Night is scheduled for Wednesday 14th July. Like the Club Night in
June, it will be conducted as an e-ClubNight, i.e. an on-line “Zoom” meeting - rather
than a gathering at a physical venue. We have several guest speakers who will be
presenting on a number of aspects of the club’s many activities. These include:
Andrew Lawson, Register Captain for the “Vintage & Classic Register”, will
speak about some of his times with older historic Alfas in Australia and oversea
and some events of interest, like the Targa Florio Australian Tribute, which are
attracting many of the older, and very collectible, Alfas out of their garages.
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John Burkhart, member from Canberra, will talk about the Twin Spark Cup: a
series of sprint races held at tracks in Victoria and NSW and designed
exclusively for Alfa Romeo Twin Spark engined cars of the 147, 156 & 916
variety. While the livery is dramatic, these cars are close to standard but offer
an entry level to motor racing for those that would like to “give it a go” without
necessarily mortgaging the farm.

Source: https://www.twinsparkcup.com.au/
Members will receive an email ahead of the meeting, inviting them to join the eClubNight. I hope to see you there.
Future events will be subject to review as the situation with COVID-19 evolves,
resolves or is able to be managed. Thank you for your support and understanding.
Watch the Club’s communication channels, the AROCA VIC web site, facebook,
Notizie Alfisti and Cross + Serpent for updates on new and ongoing events.
John Hanslow
President,
AROCA Victoria
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Buongiorno Alfisti

July 2021

Welcome to the July edition of Notizie Alfisti. While the pandemic situation in Victoria is stable,
we have the disappointing news that much of the rest of the country is in “lockdown”! Hopefully for
everyone, the combined strategies will be effective at turning these outbreaks around, keeping them
contained and us safe. Meanwhile opportunities for exercising the Alfas seem limited.
On a positive note, AROCA Vic has managed to have at least one drive event recently – the Goldfields
Group did a run to Beeac for lunch and got to ogle an eclectic collection of very interesting vehicles –
some Italian and some not. See Leon’s brief report below and watch out for the full report in C+S.

Photo above (& front cover) is from Leon Cottle, showing Alfas on the recent Goldfields Run to Beeac.
Check the calendar on the AROCA Victoria web site for updates on all club activities & events.

Happy 111th Birthday ALFA!

Source: https://www.alfaromeo.com.au/f1.html
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News from around the traps
Membership Matters … by Bruce Baum
Online Meeting for New Members
While there are good and valid reasons for the delay in being able to meet our New Members in person,
your AROCA (Vic) committee feels we cannot defer some form of meeting any longer. We fully intend to
provide an opportunity for you to meet face-to-face at a venue where can socialise later this year and we
look forward to seeing you then.
Our first meeting will therefore be done online via Zoom. The date we have chosen is:
Wednesday July 28th at 7:30pm
We require you to register your intention to take part by emailing me at membership@alfaclubvic.org.au
so that you can be sent the ‘invitation’ to join the meeting at that time. New Members from April 2020 until
the present will be emailed inviting you to take part.
It would seem reasonable for you to be introduced to members of the committee and for the president to
talk about the club, but it would seem just as important for as many as possible of the members attending
to make a contribution. We hope you will enjoy the chance to interact with other New Members. I’m sure it
would be interesting to find out such things as:
•

What prompted you to join the club?

•

Why you like Alfa Romeo cars?

•

What car(s) do you own?

•

Would you consider taking part in a Sunday Drive?

•

Whether you are already a motor sport enthusiast?

•

What type of club activities would you like to take part in?

We are very keen to let you know what advantages Club membership can provide for you, who can talk to
and where you might go to maximise the benefits on offer.
If you are not familiar with Zoom meetings, please contact us as we have technical help available on the
night. Above all keep checking your email mailbox for information about this function.
Bruce Baum, Membership Secretary
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Profile of AROCA WA … a presentation made to members at AROCA Victoria’s June Club Night
by Greg Smith, Secretary of AROCA WA and AROCA Victoria member
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Goldfields Alfa Group Drive – Ballarat to Beeac – June 2021
Finally, after 12 months of having no local Alfa Drives, our Goldfields Chapter had a delightful Sunday
outing with a 250km round trip concluding with a very filling lunch at the ‘Farmers Arms Hotel’ in Beeac.

photo: Alby Pintore
The assembly consisted of 7 Alfas, ranging from a 1968 Alfa Romeo Giulia Ti to a 2017 Alfa Giulietta
Veloce and a group of 14 enthusiastic Alfisti. It was interesting to see several previously unseen Alfas
amongst our regular fleet for this outing, so obviously despite COVID, some recent purchases of “new”
Alfas had occurred.
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It was a brisk 4-degree Ballarat winter’s morning as we gathered at our meeting point at a Buninyong
Café. Very thick fog persisted for the first 20 minutes of the drive, so it became a real test of trying to keep
sight of the Alfa in front & the one behind, and trust that we were all actually following the set route.
Thankfully, we all managed to arrive at the correct destinations.
Once the fog dispersed, it was a delightful drive through the local area’s rolling hills and great scenery. A
few short stop overs at Inverleigh & Birregurra to stretch our legs and allow some on tour to purchase a
few supplies in some of the local shops.
It was a surprise to bump into Martin Williamson from Ocean Grove in a café with his shiny new white
Audi TT parked outside the café. This TT replaced his written-off Red Alfa Spider during the Autumn Tour
last March. If only it had a few Alfa badges Martin! This might do the trick …

After our hearty country pub meal at Beeac, its owner - Ean McDowell, showed us his amazing and
eclectic car collection. The mix included an exceedingly rare 1960’s ASA 1000GT, which is really a 4
cylinder Ferrari (Ferrarina) designed by Giorgetto Giugiaro at Bertone. The engine is 4 cylinders from a
Ferrari V12 engine (less than 100 were made – and here it was, sitting in Beeac of all places!!). There
was also an old straight 8 Bugatti, many Lancias, a 1935 Riley Imp, another Riley, a Triumph motorbike,
an early Mazda MX-5, a Vespa scooter, a Rolls Royce, an Alfa 105 (sadly covered in a lot of dust &
debris), a 2001 Ferrari Maranello with only 30,000kms on it, a Lancia convertible also covered in debris.
Besides this, he also gave us an impromptu walk though his lovely, restored bluestone home with all of its
large windows providing a wonderful view of the countryside around it.

All in all, it was a great day out with a delightful bunch of fine Alfisti & great looking Alfas.
Thanks to John & David for arranging this event.
Leon Cottle
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AROCA Victoria Calendar
Check the AROCA Victoria web site for updates.
Restrictions may apply to AROCA’s events for the foreseeable future:
•
•

Bookings for events may be limited according to the COVID restrictions in force at the time.
So be sure to book in advance, rather than be disappointed if you have to be turned away.
Remember to take & use facemasks and sanitizer as appropriate.

July Activities & Events:
•

11th Club breakfast @ Tiamo’s in Lygon St, Carlton - TBC

•

14th AROCA (Vic) July Club Night – “Zoom meeting” – 14 July @ 8:00pm (check your emails)

•

18th Motorsport - Club Sprint Round 6 – Broadford – TBC

•

25th Sunday Drive – Rowville to Warrigal, via Emerald, Yarra Junction & Noojee - TBC

•

28th New Members Night – on-line

Note: changes to the scope or scheduling of the above events may become necessary, please refer to the
Calendar on the Club website www.alfaclubvic.org.au for updates or confirmation of these events.
For information on Register activities for your Alfa Romeo model, contact your Register Captain
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Save these dates
The following club related events are scheduled for the remainder of this year or early next year.
Depending on the CoViD pandemic situation at the time, some events may still have to be restricted in
size, postponed or cancelled, but meanwhile, the planning does go on!
•

Maling Road Auto Classico | Canterbury | 22nd August - TBC
The Auto Classico display includes rare and unique vehicles from different marques.

•

Alfisti Spring Tour | Ballarat to Adelaide & back | 15th to 26th October
The 2021 Alfisti Spring Tour (aka ‘Grampians Gallivant’ and ‘Forays in SA’) is being organised
jointly by the Alpine Alfisti Assciation and AROCA Victoria. A Spring Tour through Western Victoria
and SA, visiting: the Grampians Ranges, ‘The Bend’ motor sports park, Adelaide, Fleurieu
Peninsula, The Coorong, Coonawarra and Mount Gambier in SA’s South East, returning along the
Great Ocean Road (12 Apostles & Cape Otway). While it currently appears to be fully booked, an
‘Expression of Interest’ will still reserve you a place on the ‘Waiting List’ should a vacancy occur.
Send your EoI to Leon: goldfieldschapter@alfaclubvic.org.au

•

Auto Italia – Adelaide | Newton, South Australia | 31st October
Celebrating 50th anniversaries for each of:
the Alfa Romeo Alfasud, the Fiat 127 and the Alfa Romeo Montreal
Details: https://www.autoitaliaadelaide.com

•

Targa Florio Australian Tribute | 15th – 18th November

•

Melbourne Grand Prix | Albert Park | 18th to 21st November

•

RACV Alpine Trial Centenary | Gippsland & Victorian Alps | 20th to 27th November
For details, see the RACV Alpine Trial Centenary poster below.

•

Spettacolo | venue TBA | 27th & 28th November
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•

ALFESTA 2022 | Port Macquarie | 14th to 18th April

For Sale:

2001 Alfa Romeo 156 Monza V6

Unfortunately, we have one too many delightful Busso V6s in our car fleet. This Silver Alfa 156 Monza 4door sedan has a 2.5l 24V V6 with the 4-speed Auto Q-System. Red leather interior.
There have only been 2 owners of this sedan since new, both residing in Ballarat, so this Alfa has done a
lot of long country travelling. Odo currently at 171,568km. Registered (1EA 1FK ) ‘til 22nd March 2022.
Regularly serviced by Alfa specialist mechanics. Recent major service in September 2020 included its
Timing belt & water pump replacement, plus a new alternator. A set of four new 17” Bridgestone Potenza
RE003 tyres were fitted at 152,810km. VIN: ZAR93200000199089

A Roadworthy Certificate will be provided. Asking price is $5,500.00
Contact: Leon on 0407 680 384 or lmcot@netconnect.com.au
AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/
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A word from Shannons Insurance, a club sponsor:

Dear Motoring Enthusiasts,
The Victorian Government is currently reviewing the Club permit scheme. We
regard the current permit scheme as one of real value to motoring enthusiasts.
There are a number of proposed changes that the Government is seeking
feedback on, from industry, motoring clubs and individual enthusiasts.
Of particular note is the proposed change in eligibility from the current 25
years to 30 years.
Please use the link below to have your say during the consultation process. The
cut off date for feedback is July 8th. You may also wish to forward this information
to your fellow enthusiast friends so that they can have their say too.

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the issuer of Shannons Car,
Bike and Home/Contents insurance products
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Thank you!
… to the contributors to this, the 17th, edition of
Greg Smith & John Hanslow

Notizie Alfisti: Bruce Baum, Leon Cottle,
02072021

You too can contribute to the newsletter:
Notes, photos or brief reports of recent events, and any items of general interest to members, will be
gratefully accepted for publication in Notizie Alfisti. Contributions are preferred as text (e.g. Word)
rather than PDF and should be sent to: newsletter@AlfaClubVIC.org.au
Submit contributions at least seven days prior to the end of the month for inclusion in the next edition.

Alfa for sale?
Do you have an Alfa for sale, or maybe you Are Looking For Another? Tell us! Member’s ads can be
included in the newsletter at no charge. If you are selling, be sure to provide photos and VIN/Rego details.

AROCA Victoria Club Shop
Alfa Club merchandise currently in stock includes: Caps (black or red), Polo shirts (M or F) and Tee shirts
(grey or red). Direct all club merchandise enquiries to Adrian 0449 831 646 or shop@alfaclubvic.org.au.

Alfa Romeo Preferred Partner Program
Club members and potential Alfa Romeo owners, who are considering buying a new car, are referred to
the Alfa Romeo Preferred Partner Program. See the official program near the end of this newsletter.

AROCA Victoria Sponsorship & Advertising
To sponsor AROCA Victoria and/or advertise in AROCA Victoria’s publications: Cross + Serpent;
Notizie Alfisti; and the web site AlfaClubVIC.org.au email: advertising@alfaclubvic.org.au

Notizie Alfisti and Cross + Serpent
Copies of AROCA Victoria’s newsletter Notizie Alfisti and magazine Cross + Serpent are archived
on the Club’s website under the “Publications” tab.
https://www.alfaclubvic.org.au/publications/
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AUTO ITALIA – ADELAIDE 2021

SUNDAY 31 OCTOBER
ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI SCHOOL
Newton Road, Newton, South Australia

Celebrating 50th anniversaries for each of:
the Alfa Romeo Alfasud, the Fiat 127 and the Alfa Romeo Montreal
Details: https://www.autoitaliaadelaide.com
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Alfa Romeo Preferred Partner Program
AROCA Victoria members are eligible to access the Alfa Romeo® Preferred Partner Program which
provides members with exclusive discounts across the entire Alfa Romeo® range – including Giulietta,
Giulia and Stelvio.
As an eligible member, you can take advantage of the current in-market retail offer, plus receive an
additional Alfa Romeo® Preferred Partner Program discount.
To access the member discount, log in to Alfa Romeo Australia’s online portal as described below:
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AROCA Victoria Sponsors
AROCA Victoria’s corporate sponsors are listed below. Click an image to visit the sponsor’s web site.

AROCA Victoria Event Hosts:

To sponsor, or advertise with, AROCA Victoria, send an email to: advertising@alfaclubvic.org.au
AROCA Victoria web: https://alfaclubvic.org.au/

email Alfisti news to: newsletter@alfaclubvic.org.au

