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Contributions to Cross & Serpent
are always welcome.
Please contact the editor at
editor@alfaclubvic.org.au to discuss
your ideas. If you are emailing
photographs, or other images, please
supply them in JPEG format at 300dpi
or higher resolution.

All photographs/images submitted
for publication must include detailed
captions, i.e. names of people, event,
location and any other relevant
identifying information. It is presumed
that the supplier of all photographs/
images owns or has approval from the
owner of said copyright to reproduce
the photographs/images.

AROCA (Vic) is affiliated with CAMS Ltd
(Confederation of Australian
Motorsport) and is a member of the
MSCA (Marque Sports Car Association).
The Views expressed in this magazine
represent those of the individual
contributor/s and are not necessarily
those of or shared by the Club, the
Committee, the Members or the
Magazine.
Club Nights are held at Bell’s Hotel,
Cnr Moray and Coventry Streets South
Melbourne on the second Wednesday
each month (except January),
commencing at 8pm. Many members
arrive early to enjoy a meal and a chat
with fellow members. Visitors are
always welcome.
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Committee
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Mandy Thompson, 0412 806 240
E: president@alfaclubvic.org.au

Secretary
Laura Tangey, 0400 561 730
E: secretary@alfaclubvic.org.au
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Alan Hopla, 0418 338 019
E: treasurer@alfaclubvic.org.au
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Sam Tartaglia, 0459 542 070
E: vicepresident@alfaclubvic.org.au

Competition Secretary
Neil Choi, 0433 116 647
E: compsec@alfaclubvic.org.au

Membership Secretary
Oscar Amante, 0415 266 903
E: membership@alfaclubvic.org.au

Register Co-ordinator
John Hanslow, 0409 961 719
E: register@alfaclubvic.org.au

Public Relations
Position Vacant

Social Secretary
Ari Semertzidis, 0407 714 418
E: social@alfaclubvic.org.au

MSCA Delegate
Neil Choi, 0433 116 647
E: compsec@alfaclubvic.org.au

Driver Training Co-ordinator
Neil Choi, 0433 116 647
E: compsec@alfaclubvic.org.au

Club Permit Scheme
Ivan Ciardullo, 0412 386 195
E: cps@alfaclubvic.org.au

Advertising Co-ordinator
Sam Tartaglia, 0459 542 070
E: advertising@alfaclubvic.org.au

Editor
Barry Edmunds, 0405 383 431
E: editor@alfaclubvic.org.au

Co-opted Members
National Co-ordinator
Victor Lee, 0419 828 828
Webmaster
Position Vacant
Goldfields Chapter
Leon Cottle, 0407 680 384
E: goldfieldschapter@alfaclubvic.org.au

Register Captains
Vintage & Classic Series
All RL, 6C, 750, 2600, 101
Ron Loccisano, 0418 565 700
E: vintageclassic@alfaclubvic.org.au

105 Series
All Giulia Coupes, Sedans & Spiders
Gary Pearce, 0417 365 929
E: 105register@alfaclubvic.org.au

116 & 160 Series
Alfetta, Giulietta, 75, 90, SZ, RZ, 164
Claude Botti, 0418 540 016
E: 116register@alfaclubvic.org.au

900 Series
Alfasud, Sprint & 33
Colin Thomas, 0407 090 826
E: 900register@alclubvic.org.au

932 Series
147, 156, GTV, Spider & GT
David Hewison, 0425 432 037
E: 932register@alfaclubvic.org.au

939 Series
159, Brera & Brera Spider
Jessey Vidanovski, 0468 306 006
E: 939register@alfaclubvi.org.au

Current Models

Alfa GT Owners Group (AGOG)
Leon Cottle, 0407 680 384
E: goldfieldschapter@alfaclubvic.org.au

Giulietta, Mito & 4C
Max Maltese - 0411 172 834
E: currentregister@alfaclubvic.org.au
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156 GTA & 147 GTA Series
David Hewison, 0425 432 037
E: 932register@alfaclubvic.org.au

Life Members
John Edwards (Dec) 1979
Anne Beck 1983
Don Dickson 1983
Norm Craven-Kelly (Dec) 1990
Don Matthews 1990
David Wright 1990
Ernie Stock (Dec) 1990
Joan Stock 1990
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Brian Horman (Dec) 1991
Tom Woolnough 1988
Anne Woolnough 1988
Ray Sharp (Dec) 1991
Colin Beck (Dec) 1994
David Floyd 1998
Victor Lee 2005
Hugh Harrison 2005

Wendy Harrison 2005
Ross Flood 2007
Vin Sharp 2007
Marie Sharp 2007
Andrew Carra 2011
Stuart Thomson 2011
Bruno Colautti 2011
Mary Colautti 2011

Neil Choi 2011
Anthony Sharp 2012
Colin Thomas 2014
Alister Grigg 2014
Barry Edmunds 2016

Club Calendar at a glance
March 2018

January 2018
JAN

10
JAN

Start the New Year at the Club’s annual January BBQ
Picnic & BBQ Area
Yarra Bend Road, Fairfield (Look for the Club banner)
(Melways Map 44H4 or your Satnav)
Enter from Heidelberg Road

MAR

4
MAR

10-11

Portsea Polo

Italian Auto Icons, Lygon Street Carlton
Contact: Mal Muir, 0430 339 552

Phillip Island Classic, Club Display
Contact: Paul O’Connor, 0417 800 918

13

Point Nepean National Park Portsea.
Contact: Sam Tartaglia, 0459 542 070

MAR

AROCA Vic 2018 Sprint Series Rd 1, Broadford

14

Cnr Moray & Coventry Streets, South Melbourne

JAN

MAR

Sunday Drive - Lilydale to Noojee

21

Contact: Neil Choi, 0433 116 647
compsec@alfaclubvic.org.au

JAN

Spettacolo Concorso Judging
Brighton Alfa Romeo Service Centre

27

JAN

28

Cnr Keys Road & Herald Road Cheltenham
Contact: Gary Pearce, 0417 365 929
105register@alfaclubvic.org.au

Spettacolo

3
FEB

Contact: Ari Semertzidis, 0407 714 418
social@alfaclubvic.org.au

MAR

Alfesta 2018 NSW

30-31

APR

Alfesta 2018 NSW

1-2

Liqui-Moly 12 Hour Bathurst

APR

2-4
FEB

18

April 2018

Xavier College, Barkers Road, Kew
Contact: John Hanslow, 0409 961 719
register@alfaclubvic.org.au

February 2018
FEB

Club Night @ Bells Hotel

Workshop Visit - Alfa Donnini Repairs
849 Dandenong Road, Malvern East
Contact: Colin Thomas, 0407 090 826
900register@alfaclubvic.org.au

Sunday Drive - Tooradin to Archies Creek

11

Contact: Ron Loccisano, 0418 565 700
vintageclassic@alfaclubvic.org.au

FEB

Club Night @ Bells Hotel

14

Cnr Moray & Coventry Streets, South Melbourne

FEB

Deadline for March 2018 Cross & Serpent

Auto Italia Canberra

7-8

Contact: Mal Muir, 0430 339 552

APR

Club Night @ Bells Hotel

11

Cnr Moray & Coventry Streets, South Melbourne

APR

Deadline for May 2018 Cross & Serpent

13

Contact the Editor, 0405 383 431
editor@alfaclubvic.org.au

APR

AROCA Vic Sprint Rd 3, Winton

14

Contact: Neil Choi, 0433 116 647
compsec@alfaclubvic.org.au

APR

Workshop Visit - Alfa Men

16

Contact the Editor, 0405 383 431
editor@alfaclubvic.org.au

20

10/556 Geelong Road, Brooklyn
Contact: Colin Thomas, 0407 090 826
900register@alfaclubvic.org.au

FEB

New Member’s Night

APR

Workshop Visit - Art on Wheels

16

Brighton Alfa Romeo, 773 Nepean Highway Bentleigh
Contact: Oscar Amante, 0415 266 903
membership@alfaclubvic.org.au

FEB

AROCA Vic 2018 Sprint Series Rd 2, Sandown

25

Contact: Neil Choi, 0433 116 647
compsec@alfaclubvic.org.au

FEB

AOMC Classic Showcase - Yarra Glen Racecourse

25

21

Pilgrim Court, Ringwood
Contact: Colin Thomas, 0407 090 826
900register@alfaclubvic.org.au

Contact: Mal Muir, 0430 339 552

Note: Event dates and details are correct at the time of publication, but are subject to change at short notice. Please check the Club’s website for any updates or late changes to events.

Postal Addresses
To avoid any confusion or delay in attending to correspondence to the Club, please ensure that all correspondence is addressed
to the appropriate club officers at the Post Office Boxes listed below.
General Enquiries
The Secretary, AROCA Vic
PO Box 216
Camberwell Vic 3124

Membership Enquiries & Renewals
Membership Secretary, AROCA Vic
PO Box 216
Camberwell Vic 3124

CPS Applications & Renewals
CPS Officer, AROCA Vic
PO Box 7076
Banyule VIC 3084
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Benvenuti a tutti

H

appy New Year
welcome to 2018

everybody

and

What an amazing end to 2017 we had!
From mid-way through November it was
a full-on rush to the end of December
with a very full calendar of club events
to finish off the year and 2018 is already
shaping up as another good year:
•

AROCA Vic Sprint Series Rd 8 and
Rd 3 of the Alfa Racing Series at
Winton.

•

Car Display at Pantry Fresh in
Clayton thanks to Claude Botti and
his family.

•

Breakfast
at
Tiamo
Restaurant in Carlton.

Coffee

•

Spettacolo Dinner at the Rising Sun
Hotel in South Melbourne; it was
great to see our members brave the
weather and attend this event.

•

With
the
postponement
of
Spettacolo, club members had
the chance to display their cars at
Docklands where the inaugural
Targa Florio Australian Tribute
event finished. A big thanks to the
members who displayed their cars
and attended the finish of the local
Targa Florio event.

•

Stelvio Launch at Zagame in
Richmond and Nunawading Alfa.

•

AROCA Vic Sprint Series at Phillip
Island.

•

End of Year Club Night at Bells Hotel
- great to see so many familiar and
new faces attend this function.

•

Spettacolo, postponed because of
the weather forecast, has been rescheduled for January 28th at Xavier
College, 135 Barkers Road Kew.

Frank Mazzini, Public Relations, has
stepped down from the Committee.
I would like to take the opportunity to
thank Frank for the work he has done on
our Website and Facebook and I wish him
all the best in his future endeavours.
We are starting off 2018 with our usual
New Year BBQ on January 10th at Yarra
Bend Fairfield. (Check the website for
directions). This was a success last year
with many members enjoying food and
chatting about their Christmas and New
Year celebrations at a new venue.

January 21st sees the start of the AROCA
VIC competition year with Round 1 of the
Club’s 2018 Sprint Series at Broadford.
All entries are welcome and special
assistance will be available to AROCA
junior, student and first time lady drivers
(I’m hoping to be one of many). There will
be two parade lap sessions, one before
and one after lunch, to give participants a
scenic tour of this wonderful track.
How pleasing is it to see the now not so
new Giulia continue to rack up major
motoring awards and learn that this
wonderful car has been awarded Import
Car of The Year 2017 by Car and Driver
magazine and Car of the Year by Motor
Trend magazine.
Next years’ Australian Formula 1 GP takes
on a whole new meaning to Alfa Romeo
fans with the recent announcement that
Alfa Romeo is partnering with Sauber to
become Alfa Romeo Sauber Formula 1
Team. I was a bit non-committal about
the 2018 Australian F1 GP, however,
given Alfa Romeo’s financial and
technical involvement with Sauber, I
wouldn’t miss it for the world. With F2
champion Charles Leclerc in the team,
I look forward to cheering on this team.
Forza Alfa Romeo! Move over Red Bull!
One task I have been very passionate
about as your president is increasing
the number of members attending club
nights at Bells Hotel, by having more
guest speakers, raffles and perhaps even
some videos.
If the planets align I am hoping we can
get club member Nick Gulino and his
wife Francesca to attend the February
club night as our guest speakers to talk
about their experiences in the recent
Targa Florio Australian Tribute event, in
an Alfa Romeo Giulietta Sprint Veloce.
Hopefully their visit will be followed up
with other entertaining guest speakers
during the year.
I would like to take this opportunity to
acknowledge and thank the committee
and all the club members for their
support, their hard work and their
contribution during 2017.
In closing I would also like to extend a
very warm welcome to those members
who have joined the club recently. I
do hope that you will all enjoy your
membership and all that the club has
to offer as well as becoming part of the
Alfisti family by coming along to club
nights and attending club events.
Fino La Prossima Volta
Mandy Thompson
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New Members
Terry Rose
Hugh McGregor
Anthony Strangis
David Wale
Simon Purcell
Tony Sutton
Benjamin Jarvis
Sergio Carlei
Mark Pantaleo
Peter Young
Donato Mercuri
Robert De Poi
Veronica De Poi
Tracy De Poi
Michael Salvatore
Chris Ralph
Nicholas Shardey
Tanya Antolos
Frank Antolos
Nicholas Shannon
Walter Corsi
Angelo Palermo
Mary Palermo
Pasc Papas
Kar Lun Chan
Vince Trimboli
Ed Genis
Anton Peters
Denis Marchetti
Peter Brown
Louisa Morgana

2000 GTV
156 JTS
Giulia
155
Giulia Sprint Veloce
105 GTV
159
GTV
Alfetta GTV
Mito
164-90A
Giulia QV

147 GTA
147 GTA
105
Giulia
147 GTA
Alfasud Ti
Ferrari Mondial

Editorial

W

hew, what a mad finish to 2017
it was, so many events on that
it was really hard to keep up. I
think by the time Christmas did arrive I
was about at the ‘stop the world I want to
get off’ stage. The only thing stopping me
was finishing off this issue of C&S before
Christmas. I have often said that I am
glad that Christmas only happens once a
year. I couldn’t cope with more than one
a year.
If you reading this issue of C&S then I
guess it is safe to say that you managed to
survive Christmas and the New Year and
are now looking forward to the year ahead
with enthusiasm, I hope so as it promises
to be a good one so, a belated welcome to
2018d keep safe and enjoy your Alfa/s.
For Alfa Romeo fans the big news leading
up to the year’s end was the announcement
that Alfa Romeo is returning to Formula
One in 2018, after a 30 year break from the
sport, through a technical and commercial
partnership with the Sauber F1 Team, which
will see the team renamed Alfa Romeo
Sauber F1, wearing Alfa Romeo branding
and using 2018-spec Ferrari engines.
A few months back FCA boss Sergio
Marchionne expressed a desire for
Alfa Romeo to return to F1 so this
announcement is seen as a significant
step in the reshaping of the Alfa Romeo
brand and what better medium do so than
an involvement in Formula One. Current
Ferrari junior driver Charles Leclerc,
a recent F2 championship winner, has
been confirmed for one of the seats while
the second seat is shaping up as a battle
between Marcus Ericsson and Antonio
Giovinazzi.
Considering that Enzo Ferrari got his start
running Alfa Romeo’s racing efforts this
announcement is quite ironic.
Motor sport and Alfa Romeo fans
everywhere can only hope and pray that it
works but what a huge boost if it does.
While the news about Alfa’s return was
being trumpeted out loud there has also
been reports that Ferrari could pull out of
F1, or Ferrari could lead other F1 teams
into an alternative championship if the
sport becomes too much like the USbased NASCAR series.
At the Ferrari team’s pre-Christmas lunch
in Maranello, FCA boss Sergio Marchionne
said his previous threats to take Ferrari
out of the sport after 2020 should not be
taken lightly. Marchionne said “Making
cars all the same with simpler and
cheaper engines is like NASCAR, doesn’t
interest us. We need to find a balanced

solution for the future that satisfies
everyone and I think we will do it in time.
Otherwise Ferrari will leave. If they think
we are bluffing, they are playing with fire.”
Strong language indeed. Obviously the
man is not happy.
Other F1 news out of Europe is that Aston
Martin is rumoured to be getting involved
in F1. If they do and can translate their
success in sports car racing across to F1
that will really throw the cat amongst the
pigeons.
Locally there have been suggestions for
some time that Alfa Romeo could be return
to Australian touring car racing, somewhat
ironically also after a 30 year break.
Local FAC boss Steve Zanlunghi reportedly
said that Australian touring car racing could
be a good way to promote Alfa’s Giulia QV
but then poured cold water on the idea by
quoting a $10 million cost that would have
to be approved and funded by Turin and it
is unlikely that Alfa Romeo would enter the
Australian series within two years.
Discussions are no longer active and a
business case to race the Giulia is not
being pursued. So there.
In a moment of whimsey though I did
wonder what I would do if it was my
decision to make. First priority would
be access to a very large piggy bank to
bankroll the exercise and I’d imagine that
said piggybank would have to hold more
than $10 million and I would definitely
want access to the goodies bins and the
technology at the factory.
As to the category? I doubt if I would want
to tackle the Australian touring cars scene,
for a whole variety of reasons. The teams
currently involved in the Australian touring
car scene would very likely frustrate
my every move. On the other hand, the
12-Hour at Bathurst does have a lot of
appeal; it is a once a year event, it is an
internationally-recognised event and Alfa’s

low-key involvement in the 12-hour in the
past with diesel entries did reap rewards
that would be much harder to come by
from the touring car series.
Above all else I’d just love to see a suitably
prepared Giulia QV, driven by a couple of
local drivers with Bathurst experience in a
well organised and managed team, mixing
it with those European-based sports cars
going up Mountain Straight and across the
top of Mt Panorama.
I did mention my whimsical moment to a
couple of locals who have the experience
at the top level of Australian motor sport,
including wins at Bathurst, and they agreed
that the Bathurst 12-Hour would be the
ideal event for the Giulia QV and better
for the brand than the touring car scene
would, or might.
As I said, it was a moment of whimsey.
While I was in this whimsical state of mind
I did a bit of googling and found some
interesting stuff, as you do, and turned up
some rather impressive looking racing
machinery, like this computer rendering of
what must surely be the wildest looking Alfa
you are ever likely to see, or this Giulietta
that is competing in the TCR International
Series. Something as wild looking as these
two gracing Australia’s race circuits would
surely add something to the local motor
sport scene, be it in touring cars or the 12Hour at Bathurst
Carp Diem
Barry
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Bits & Pieces
Targa High Country Win for Colin Byrne

Bathurst 12-Hour

ROCA Vic club member Colin
Byrne, with Michael Partridge in
the navigator’s seat of the 1971
GTV 2000, has taken the honours in the
Shannons Classic class in the 2017 Targa
High Country event.

Organisers of the 2018 Liqui-Moly Bathurst
12 Hour endurance race have received
more than 40 entries for the February
2-4 event, with an entry list of teams from
Australia, Asia, New Zealand, Europe and
the USA set to descend on the worldfamous 6.2 km Mount Panorama circuit.

A

Second in the class, 1 Min 45 Seconds
further back, was the 1985 BMW E30 of
Peter Gluskie and Samantha Winter with
third in class going to Richard Woodward
and Neil Gibson in a 1969 Holden Monaro.
Outright winners were Matt Close and
Cameron Reeves who dominated the
three-day 18 stage event in their 2017
Porsche 911 GT3 RS, claiming their
second straight outright victory in the
three-day, 18 stage tarmac rally.
Close and Reeves started the event in
impressive fashion, posting the fastest
time in all six stages on Friday, including
a record time in stage six for the Mount
Buller ascent on the opening day and
displayed similar form on Saturday,
topping five of the day’s six stages. They
then closed out the rally on Sunday with
a dominant victory over Peter Nunn and
Keith Johnstone, six minutes behind in
their Porsche Cayman GTS with third
outright going to Ben Calder and Steve
Glenney aboard a Mitsubishi Lancer Evo
VI, a mere six seconds further back.
In the GT2 class, John Ireland and Janet
Binns made it a Porsche lockout of
the podium, taking third in their 2016
Porsche Cayman.
AROCA Vic Competition Calendar

The Club’s 2018 competition calendar
will comprise 10 sprint events plus the
12 Hour Regularity Relay at Winton.
Sunday 21 January
Rd 1 Broadford
Sunday 25 February
Rd 2 Sandown
Saturday 14 April
Rd 3 Winton
Saturday 19 May
Rd 4 Sandown
Saturday 9 June
Rd 5 Winton
Saturday 30 June
Rd 6 Phillip Island
Saturday 1 September
Rd 8 Sandown
October 13-14
AROCA Vic 12 Hour Winton
Sunday 25 November
Rd 9 Winton
Sunday 9 December
Rd 10 Phillip Island
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“We have the makings of another worldclass field for 2018,” said Event Director
John Casey.
“Several major outfits are close to
firming their plans and rolling out their
announcements, including some that
will surprise people when they are
announced.”
A total of 12 manufacturers are already
represented with top American team,
Black Swan Racing, confirming its entry
in the hotly contested GT3 class and
Porsche Carrera Cup Asia to field a car
in Class B for representatives from the
Porsche Carrera Cup series.
The GT4 Class has five entries, among
them a BMW Team SRM M4 GT4,
following confirmation that an order has
been placed for a new race car.
Giulia QV crowned Performance Car of
the Year
Alfa Romeo’s range-topping Giulia
Quadrifoglio has been awarded the
‘Performance Car of the Year under
£100K’ at Octane Magazine’s prestigious
2017 motoring awards ceremony,
scooping the top prize for its muchadmired super saloon a ceremony at
London’s Globe Theatre.
Octane’s Editorial Director David Lillywhite,
said the award “celebrates not just the nuts
and bolts but also the style, the excitement,
the passion associated with the greatest
cars, events and achievements in the
motoring world. Octane features the cars
we all love and admire.”
Now in its seventh year, the Octane
awards were judged by an illustrious
panel of car experts, including TV host
Jay Leno, Pink Floyd drummer Nick
Mason and five time Le Mans winner
Derek Bell.
For the Performance Car of the Year
winner, judges were looking for a
model that appealed to head and heart,
providing drivers with the latest advanced
technologies and an exhilarating
driving experience for under £100,000
(NZ$194,000).
Alfa Romeo’s most powerful car ever
created for road use fitted the bill thanks
to the Giulia QV’s 375 kW, 600 Nm BiTurbo V6 petrol engine, which can achieve
a top speed of 272 kmh and run from zero
to 100 kmh in a mere 3.9 seconds.

Pairing perfect 50:50 weight distribution
with rear-wheel drive architecture, the
Giulia QV features technology designed
to maximise dynamic performance, such
as the sector first Alfa Chassis Domain
Control system, Alfa Active Aero Splitter
system and the Alfa D.N.A Pro selector
with race mode.
The Octane Award judges said: “This is
Alfa Romeo back to its brilliant best with
a car that’s as good to drive as it is to look
at. It’s sensationally fast, yet full of feel
and with huge reserves of grip to match
the big helpings of power. And when you
don’t want to drive fast, it’ll potter around
perfectly happily, too - a true, all-round
performance car”.
Alfa Romeo on Track
While short of the 170,000 unit sales
predicted by Sergio Marchionne, Alfa Romeo
is on track to sell between 130,000 and
140,000 vehicles world-wide during 2017.
U.S. sales remain predictably low
compared to rival brands but, with the
Stelvio SUV now in the market place,
sales are rising. According to reports
from Automotive News Europe, new rules
that limit automobile manufacturers
from forcing dealers to accept stock,
reports, has limited sales in China.
Of the 2,666 Alfa Romeo Stelvios shipped
to China in July, only 227 landed in China
in August which has seen Alfa Romeo
cut back production of the Giulia and
Stelvio models. Alfa Romeo had already
cut production of both in September 2017
with production stops on Fridays and
vehicles-built-per-shift cut 12% to 265.
Sales in the U.S. have not been profoundly
low but the ramp-up of what is essentially
a new-to-America brand (for most buyers)
takes a long time. July 2017 was the Alfa
Romeo Giulia’s best month on the U.S.
market to date.
The Giulia hasn’t yet been available for a
full 12-month period, so the year-by-year
comparisons on which the market relies
on to avoid seasonal fluctuations aren’t
available. Compared with March, April
volume was up 31 percent, May sales
grew a further 39% and June was 12%
better than May and July represented an
11-percent improvement over June.

While the Giulia is not selling as well
as the Mercedes-Benz C-Class, BMW
3 Series, or Audi A4 at the moment,
American luxury car buyers are
becoming increasingly interested and
Alfa Romeo is now averaging more than
900 sales per month in the U.S, easily
outselling the Jaguar XE and nearly
matching the pace of indirect domestic
competition such as the Lincoln
Continental and Cadillac CTS.
The Giulia has become the car people
are buying, not just as an afterthought
ignored by almost every luxury car buyer
in the US. Alfa is outselling upmarket/
premium/luxury cars such as the Buick
LaCrosse, Lincoln Continental, Volvo
S90, BMW 7 Series, Cadillac CTS, and
Lexus GS. Also worth noting is that Alfa
Romeo Giulia easily outsold a number
of direct rivals: Volvo S60, Cadillac ATS,
and Jaguar XE.
Sales of BMW’s 3 Series tumbled 40% in
July while the Mercedes-Benz C-Class
generated 4,899 sales. The Infiniti Q50,
Lexus IS, and Audi A4 all sold more

than twice the numbers of Giulias but,
despite the negative attention and the
inherent uphill climb facing a new car
from a new brand in a highly competitive
sector, Giulia sales are trending in the
right direction.
Expectations for growth are the norm
when it comes to newly released
vehicles. Alfa Romeo’s situation is
unique, however, in that the Giulia
is not a replacement product for an
established nameplate, Alfa Romeo
is a relatively unknown entity in North
America and the dealer network is
small so there’s no potential to bring
in loyal owners with trade-ins of any
vehicle, other than owners of 23-yearold 164s.
Alfa Romeo’s Stelvio, the brand’s first
SUV, sold 99 in the U.S. in July so, as the
Giulia’s segment continues its struggle,
look for the Stelvio to be the real gauge
of Alfa Romeo’s U.S. strength. If the
brand is going to find North American
success, the Stelvio is the model that’ll
do it.

Club Permit Scheme

New Applications
1. Applicants must be a current Club
member and able to prove ownership
of the vehicle.
2. Obtain a Roadworthy Certificate from
an authorised tester.
3. Complete the Club Permit Application
Form and Vehicle Eligibility Form
(forms can be downloaded from the
VicRoads website).
4. Select the 45 or 90 day option.
5. Provide a stamped self-addressed envelope.
6. Take digital colour photos (not hard
copies) of the car showing front, rear,
driver’s side, and with the driver’s door
open. For convertibles, also take one
photo with the roof off.
7. Send Roadworthy Certificate, proof
of ownership, completed VicRoads
forms and the stamped self-addressed
envelope to “CPS, PO Box 7076,
Banyule Vic 3084”.
8. Email the digital photos to “cps@
alfaclubvic.org.au” advising the permit
application is in the mail.
9. The signed forms will be returned to
you in the stamped, self-addressed
envelope.
10. Take the forms and payment to
VicRoads who will then issue you with
your new Club Plates.
Renewals
1. Applicants must be a current Club
member and still the registered owner
of the vehicle.
2. On receipt of your CPS Registration
Renewal from VicRoads, sign where
required.
3. Select the 45 or 90 day option.
4. Provide a stamped, self-addressed envelope.
5. Send renewal form and stamped, selfaddressed envelope to “CPS, PO Box
7076 Banyule Vic 3084”.
6. The CPS Officer will check the
membership records and then return
the signed renewal form to you.
7. Upon receipt of the signed renewal
form, take the signed renewal form
and payment to VicRoads.
8. The renewal form has the option of
allowing the vehicle owner to pay the
renewal fee by enclosing a cheque
made payable to Vic Roads. In that
case, enclose a cheque payable to Vic
Roads but ensure that the stamped
self-addressed envelope you enclose
is addressed to Vic Roads.
Full details of the Club Permit Scheme are
provided in the AOMC Handbook. Copies of
the Handbook are available, $6.50 per copy
including postage) from the Club’s CPS Officer,
Ivan Ciardullo, cps@alfaclubvic.org.au.
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Alfesta Sydney 2018

C

ome along and enjoy the annual national AROCA
members’ Easter weekend, hosted this year by AROCA
NSW. Alfesta is for all club members, including children.
We are planning the usual show ‘n shine; a luncheon drive,
harbour cruise including dinner, The Ray Sharp observation run
and ending with the formal presentation dinner.
The cruise with dinner while viewing the city’s and harbour
suburbs’ lights coming on will be an unforgettable experience.
The observation run will be a drive on interesting roads that will
show off the Sydney region’s natural beauty.

Accommidation is at Rydges North Sydney, just over the Harbour
Bridge from the CBD. Please make your accommodation
bookings and payment direct with Rydges using the Booking
Block ID and Booking Name shown below.
Rydges North Sydney
54 McLaren Street, North Sydney, NSW 2060
Ph: 02 9922 1311 Email: reservations_rydgesnorthsydney@evt.com

Cost: $575 per adult $200 per child under 12yo

Booking Block ID: 498225 Booking Name: Alfesta 2018
Costs: $179 per room per night – Deluxe Parkview Queen Room
(1-2 Adults)
$259 per room per night – Two bedroom suites (2 Adults & 2
Children)

Thursday, March29
Welcome Function – Rydges North Sydney

Payments

Alfesta Event

Friday, March 30
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner – Show ‘n Shine mid-morning to
mid-afternoon.
Saturday, March 31
Breakfast and drive for Lunch. 4 Hour Sydney Harbour Cruise
including Dinner.
Sunday, April 1
Breakfast, Observation run Lunch and Formal Dinner with
Presentation.
Monday, April 2
Farewell Breakfast
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Accommodation

Accommodation: Arrange with, and pay direct to, Rydges North
Sydney.
Alfesta Event
Direct Deposit to Alfa Romeo Owners Club NSW Commonwealth
Bank
Account – BSB: 062 203 Account No: 00901342 Please identify
as “surnameAlfesta”
Credit Card on Registration Form.
Cheque post to AROCA NSW – ALFESTA, PO Box 23R, Royal
Exchange, NSW 1225
Closing date for Registration – Friday 23 February
Registration form return by post or email alfestasydney@
alfaclubnsw.org.au
More information: Steve Saladine - alfestasydney@alfaclubnsw.
org.au Mob 0407 919 472

Registration Form
ALFESTA SYDNEY 2018
Bookings close 23 February 2018
Note. This form is for registration and payment of Alfesta 2018 activities and meals. Bookings and
payments must be made separately for accommodation at Rydges North Sydney.
PARTICIPANT DETAILS
Name: ..................................................................................... Contact Phone............................................
Postal Address: ............................................................................................................................................
Email Address: .............................................................................................................................................
Dietary Restrictions: .....................................................................................................................................
Member of which Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Australia Division …………………………………………….
What car are you bringing to Alfesta Sydney 2018? …………………………………………………………….
Note. Alfesta Sydney 2018 event registration from 4.00pm Thursday 29 March 2018 at Rydges North
Sydney
COST PER ADULT = $575.00
COST PER CHILD UNDER 12 = $200.00
ATTENDEE NAMES
First Name

Surname

Amount $

TOTAL
Payment (circle 1) Credit Card
THREE PAYMENT OPTIONS

Direct Deposit

Cheque

Credit Card - Please charge my credit card for Alfesta Sydney 2018 as follows:
Type of card: ……………………………………………………………
Name on card:………………………………………………………….
Card Number: ……………………...............................
CSV……………………………………

Card Expiry: ………………………..

Signature…………………………………

Direct Deposit Cheque - Post Cheque with Registration form to:
Account Name: Alfa Romeo Owners Club NSW
AROCA NSW ALFESTA
BSB: 062 203
PO Box 23R
Account Number: 00901342
Royal Exchange NSW 1225
Identify Deposit as “SurnameAlfesta”
Return Form to Post Office box as above, or Email completed form to
alfestasydney@alfaclubnsw.org.au
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Spettacolo Dinner

3

1

D

espite two of the Club’s major
Spettacolo weekend events, the
Spettacolo Concors judging on the
Saturday morning and Sunday’s Spettacolo,
being called off, due to the Armageddon-like
weather forecast for the weekend, Saturday
night’s Spettacolo Dinner at the Rising Sun
Hotel in South Melbourne went ahead as
scheduled.

The deferral of Sunday’s Spettacolo event
no doubt accounting for a late change in
plans by a few who intended to attend the
dinner to make it a full weekend of Alfa
Romeo so the turnout for the dinner was a
little smaller than anticipated. Those who
did venture out on a rather wet Melbourne
Saturday evening did enjoy an excellent
social event while those that weren’t
able to attend missed a very entertaining
occasion. Queenslanders Steve and Di
Jones ventured south for the weekend but
the cancellation of Sunday’s Spettacolo
event saw the dinner become their
major Alfa Romeo-related activity of the
weekend, as well as a good opportunity to
catch up with a few old friends.
David Wright and John Emery provided the
entertainment, regaling and entertaining
the gathering with an array of some vivid
memories from the early days of the

10

Club, Alfa Romeo, Melbourne’s main Alfa
Romeo dealer of that era, MW Motors, and
stories of road testing cars which involved
showing potential customers how good
Alfas were in the handling department.
Apparently the usual practice in those days
was to include the twisty roads around
the Melbourne Zoo in nearby Parkville in
test drives; to demonstrate the excellent
handling capabilities offered by Alfas. If
the car’s interior lights flicked on as they
negotiated the twisty roads, hopefully the
would-be purchaser wouldn’t notice and
instead would just be convinced of the
car’s excellent handling. The flickering of
the interior lights used by the salesman/
driver as an indicator of how close to the
limit they were going at the time. From all
accounts said test drives didn’t deter too
many customers.

4

5

After the impromptu history session John
then enticed a few to get up and talk
about their Alfas with Peter Shepherd the
owner of the oldest Alfa and Claude Botti
and Rob Dal Sasso sharing the claim as
the owners of the newest Alfas with their
recently purchased Giulia QV’s.
It was a very pleasant and relaxing evening
enjoyed by all and pleasing to meet some
new members on the night.

2

6

1

David Wright and John Emery spent a few
minutes talking to Claude Botti and Rob Dal
Sasso about their recent purchases of Giulia
QV’s.

2

Liz Tartaglia (r) had a chat to new members
Ann and Joseph Petrarca.

3

David Wright and John Emery shared the
microphone to entertain the gathering.

4

Queenslander Steve Jones enjoyed a catchup chat with Dorothy Caldicott and Judy Dal
Sasso.

5

Still able to raise a smile despite the
cancellation of Spettacolo, John Hanslow
chatting to new member Debbie Densham.

6

Club president Mandy Jones, Di Jones and
Mary Lee.

Alfa Romeo Owners’ Club of Australia (Victoria Division) Inc.
Presents

SPETTACOLO
Giulia Showcase

Concours and Show ‘n Shine Competition

Sunday 28th January 2018
From 9.30am
135 Xavier College, Barkers Road, Kew

BRIGHTON

TIAMO

Sponsored by

AUTHENTIC ITALIAN CUISINE

www.alfaclubvic.org.au
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Stelvio Launch

After having to rely solely on photos of the
Stelvio over recent months, to finally see,
get close to and actually touch one was a
welcome change and I liked what I saw.
Once the crowd had their fill of the Stelvio
it was my turn to get close and my initial
reaction was virtually the same as many
others - the Stelvio is a great looking and
well-finished package with most present
on the night suitably impressed by what
they too saw.

8

1

Z

agame Alfa Romeo hosted the
launch of Alfa’s new Stelvio on to the
local SUV market in early December
with a sizeable crowd gathering in their
Swan Street Richmond showroom for the
occasion.

It was your standard very classy Zagame
function with ample supplies of eats and
liquid refreshments, a few songs from
singer Kate Ceberano, (who revealed in
between songs that her very first car was
an Alfa Romeo Spider).

With the formalities completed it was
then time for the Stelvio to appear but
when a vehicle nosed its way into the
showroom, to the surprise of the crowd
it wasn’t a Stelvio that appeared but
Jock Main’s bright red 4X4 Matta that led
the way, followed moments later by the
Stelvio.
9

6

2

Following Kate Ceberano, Bobby Zagame
welcomed everyone and then handed the
microphone over to Fulvio Antonelli from
FCA who supported his address with a video
that included the recent announcement
that Alfa Romeo is returning to Formula 1,
to the delight of the gathering.

The Stelvio nosed its way from behind
the black curtains and was driven to the
centre of the showroom which was the
signal to the crowd to move in, and move
in they did, swarming over it to check out
every possible nook and cranny of this
much-awaited Alfa Romeo SUV.

From the driver’s seat the controls, buttons
and switches are all within easy reach and,
just like the Giulia, the Stelvio’s seats are
excellent with great support in all the right
places. Some commented that the rear
storage of the Stelvio looks small but I have
been assured that the Stelvio is equal to or
more than a match for its market rivals.
The overall finish on the Stelvio looks to be
as good as that of the Giulia which is one of
the more frequent comments heard about
the Stelvio’s cousin.
Comments overheard on the night were
in the main very positive so if the positive
reaction from this and other launches
around Australia convert into sales then
the Stelvio could well be the saviour that
some here in Australia and elsewhere are
predicting for Alfa Romeo..
1
2
3
4
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Club members Marco Leoncelli and Gary
Pearce deep in discussion about Alfas.
Kate Ceberano entertained the gathering
before the Stelvio made its appearance.
Bobby Zagame welcomed everyone to the
launch.
FCA”s Fulvio Antonelli also addressed the
gathering.
The video clip included the announcement
that Alfa were back in F1
The gathering were surprised when this 4X4
Matta appeared
Star of television, and Zagame Alfa Romeo
ambassador, Asher Keddie was all smiles as
she too tried the driver’s seat of the Stelvio.
Club member Mary Lee also liked what she
saw when she got behind the wheel of the
Stelvio.
Club members Adrian Huntley and Victor Lee
also tried the Stelvio’s front seats, with the
smiles on both suggesting they met with their
approval.

Alfa Romeo Owners’ Club of Australia
(Victoria Division) Inc.

P.O. Box 216, Camberwell, Victoria, 3124

ABN 85 862 959 314

Notice of Annual General Meeting
Members are advised that the 2018 Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Club will be held at Bells Hotel,
157 Moray St, South Melbourne on Wednesday May 9th, commencing after the completion of the normal Club
Night business.
The Ordinary Business of the AGM to be conducted is:
•

To confirm the Minutes of the previous (2017) AGM.

•

To receive Committee Reports of the past year’s
activities

•

To receive Financial Reports

•

To deal with any Special Business of which 21 Days
notice has been given to the Secretary

•

To elect eight (8) Officeholders and two Ordinary
Members to serve on the Committee for the
following year. All Committee positions become
vacant at the AGM and any members interested

in any committee position/s are encouraged
to nominate. Nomination forms and proxy
forms are also available on the Club’s website.
www.alfaclubvic.org.au All Nominations for
Committee positions must be lodged with the
Secretary of the Club 14 days prior to the meeting.
•

Motion to amend authorised signatories for The
Clubs bank accounts to reflect newly elected
executive committee

•

General Business

4
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Claude’s Car Show

1

C

lub member Claude Botti organised
a car show in late November at his
Pantry Fresh business in Clayton
South, making use of the large expanse of
grass at the front of the shop for the display.
In keeping with most such events there
was ample supplies of pizza, BBQ food and
drinks available and, for a diversion, there
was also the opportunity to check out the
very large and impressive range of eats,
treats and other goodies available in the
Pantry Fresh shop.

In addition to the dozen or so Alfas there
were also a pair of Fiats, a trio of Ferraris,
a selection of Alfas from Brighton Alfa
Romeo, a Maserati and even a Chev and a
Studebaker Hawk so there was plenty to
check out which most did.
Thanks to the club members and other
attendees for their support of Claude’s
car show and a very worthy cause with
proceeds from donations and the sales of
food and drink going to a cancer appeal.

2

Car enthusiasts seldom knock back any
opportunity to put their car on show and
on this occasion there was a good variety
of cars, including some from Claude’s
own personal collection of Alfettas. When
you have as many cars as Claude does
you can always have your own car show.

3
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A little different to most of the other
cars on the day but the Chev and the
Studebaker certainly added to the display.
A recent addition to Claude’s collection of
Alfas is this bright green Alfetta sedan.
Hardly surprising that this car has been
christened Kermit.
A trio of cars displaying the renowned
prancing horse insignias always add to
any car display and invariably attract their
share of attention.
Brighton Alfa Romeo supported the day by
providing a selection of cars.
Claude started the display by lining up a
few from his own collection of Alfettas.

BRIGHTON FIAT ALFA ROMEO

NEW OWNERS
NEW ATTITUDE
THE ALL-NEW GIULIA HAS ARRIVED. BOOK YOUR TEST DRIVE NOW.

Michael Giakoumakis
Sales Manager

Daniel Botti
Sales Consultant

BRIGHTON FIAT ALFA ROMEO
773 Nepean Highway, Bentleigh. Ph: 8530 6100

LMCT11059 MCK48734
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Watching the antics of this obviously illat ease crazy driver behind the wheel
of a large and potentially lethal weapon
from close quarters (he was alongside
me at one stage) it did cross my mind
that perhaps he had heard that a
remake of that old Dennis Weaver film
‘Duel’ was about to start and he was
auditioning for a part and no-one had
told Leon. Ed.
Our lunch venue was the ‘Kirwan’s
Bridge Estate Winery’, just north of
Nagambie, with the restaurant located
on the northern side of Lake Nagambie,
overlooking the Goulburn River and the
Kirwans Bridge vineyard. The Alfa Group
had a car park to themselves at the rear
of the restaurant; a good spot for a few
nice photos of the gathering of Alfas.

Drive to Nagambie

1

“A Pleasant Hot Alfa Day in the Country”

F

or our final ‘Goldfields Alfa Group’
event for 2017, an extended Sunday
drive was arranged which finished
with lunch at Kirwans Bridge Estate Winery
near Nagambie in Central Victoria. This
‘local’ Alfa drive was opened up to enable
our fellow AROCA (Vic) members to join in
which resulted in 47 keen Alfisti enjoying
a day out, transported in fine style in an
impressive collection of 27 horseless
carriages; 24 Alfa Romeos, two BMW’s
and one very mean looking V8 HSV 317 R8
making it to the car park at the winery for
lunch.

It was great to have two AROCA (Vic) Life
Members join us for this outing - Anne
Beck and Barry Edmunds (who had his
camera working overtime again), along
with our club President Mandy Thompson
(and hubby Colin Edwards) and club VicePresident Sam Tartaglia (and wife Liz). It
is always nice to have such ‘esteemed’
company participate in our club drives. It
was also great to have new member Ben
Jarvis along on this club drive.
Because of the wide locations of
participants for this Alfa drive, we had
separate starting points; Ballarat, Lygon
Street Carlton with everyone converging
on Woodend by 9.30 for the real starting
point for the drive, Bourkies Bakehouse.
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As people arrived for morning tea at our
usual drive stopover in Woodend, lots
of interest was shown in the Alfas, with
many deep discussions taking place
over coffee and cakes. Several bonnets
were seen being lifted and the engine
bays given a once over. The pleasantly
warm morning saw quite a few making
the most of the sunshine to enjoy their
refreshments outside the bakery while
others opted for the interior of the very
popular bakery to enjoy their break.
Once everyone had arrived, signed in on
the attendance spreadsheet, had their
coffees and cakes, it was time to head
off for the 1½ hour drive, destination
Nagambie. The route selected took in
some lovely back roads through Newham,
Lancefield, Tooborac and Costerfield
on our way to the lunch venue. The
countryside varied from heavily tree’d
areas, open rolling hills and many
interesting looking rocky outcrops along
nice country roads which had some
enjoyable Alfa-friendly curves. The only
major obstacle encountered was a ‘crazy’
truck driver who was determined to
overtake as many Alfas as he could at
the one time, irrespective of double white
lines, approaching corners or crests
or on-coming traffic! Thankfully, no
accidents occurred - despite that driver’s
best efforts to cause a few!

Penelope Latham, who runs the
restaurant, surprisingly called ‘Le
Penelopes’, had arranged for our group
of 47 to be seated in our own area with
the glass walls offering a nice panoramic
view of the dam and vineyard - a nice view
while ‘wining and dining’. With a few other
large groups also enjoying their lunch at
the same time it was certainly noisy as
all the Alfisti and other chatted over their
meals. Despite the large number of lunch
guests Penelope’s staff managed to feed
and water us all very well, with a tasty
2-course meal and a wine or two enjoyed.
Following lunch, a few people visited the
‘quirky’ single lane wooden ‘Kirwans
Bridge’, a short drive from the winery.
Built in 1890 this bridge, with its rough,
rattly and loose timber decking (the gaps
in the decking a danger for cyclists), a
bend in the middle and two ‘overtaking’
sections just in case you happen to
encounter a vehicle coming from the
other direction, has an interesting history.
Slightly different to the West Gate Bridge.
It certainly was a hot day (up to 32
degrees), which was a bit different to
the previous few weeks of cool weather,
so the air conditioning in the Alfas was
greatly appreciated. On the other hand
for those in Spiders it was a nice day for
some top down motoring.
By 3pm, the group began to disperse
and make their own way back home. We
eventually arrived back in Ballarat by
5:30pm, a wee bit tired after our long and
warm 400km trek, however, it was great
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to be able to catch up with so many fellow
Alfisti once again. They’re a very friendly
bunch and I’m looking forward to more
get togethers over the months ahead.
The Goldfields Alfa Group is planning
two weekend drives in 2018, the tentative
dates are listed below. Once the details of
each one have been finalised they will be
listed in C&S and on the club’s web site.
1) Nagambie (7th & 8th July’ 2018) with one night planned in the new
accommodation at the Mitchelton
Winery.
2) Halls Gap (9th-11th November’
2018) - staying two nights in
Halls Gap during our ‘Grampians
Gallivant’ 2018.
By Leon Cottle
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1

Three likely lads, Grant Jensen, drive
organiser Leon Cottle and Malcom Powell
discussing the day out.

2

The carpark at the winery.

3

The view out over the nearby lake added to
the ambience at the winery.

4

Bruce Cochrane and Colin Edwards deep in
conversation after lunch

5

Lunchtime at the winery.

6

Sprung, Madam President enjoying a tipple
with husband Colin.

7

GT fans David Roberts and Grant Jensen at
Woodend.

8

Helen Cochrane and Anne Beck relaxing
during the stopover in Woodend.

9

Hey, check out this shot!

10 After lunch David and Carolyn Roberts
included a trip over the nearby Kirwan’s
Bridge in the GT to complete their day out.
10

11 Ken Smith caught up with fellow Goldfields
group members Barry and Jennifer
Williams during lunch.
12 The GT brigade stick together, even when
parking.

11

12
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40 minutes from Rome. A guided visit
through Hadrian’s Villa, a delightful lunch
at a local restaurant and an afternoon visit
to Villa D’Este completed the bright sunny
day. Both sites are an absolute must when
in Rome. Hadrian’s Villa is a fascinating
and vast example of an emperor’s country
retreat, albeit now largely in ruin.

Touring Rome &
Southern Italy

W

part 1

hat better place than Italy to
take some long service leave
and savour the delights afforded
by the eternal city of Rome, the amazing
Amalfi Coast and the relatively unknown
delights of Puglia in the ‘heel of the boot’.

Carolyn and I ventured over in September,
carried ably by Cathay and stopping
over en route in a fairly unimpressive
Hong Kong. Aside from the Peak, the
heavy haze hanging over the harbour,
the interminable number of electric
Tesla models S and 3 in stealth mode
threatening to overtake the equally
numerous black BMW 7 series, menacing
Mercs and every other super luxury car
under the (hidden) sun, little stood out to
plant a smile on our faces and have us
thinking ‘we’ll be back’. We did find some
respite from the tedium and smothering
humidity in the local Marks and Spencer
mini gourmet food outlet - perfect for
top quality coffee and breakfast goodies.
(Thank God for the Brits!)
Landing at da Vinci Airport in wonderful
Rome we brushed aside all awful
memories of Honkers and began the
real part of our holiday. That is until we
gathered our modest amount of luggage,
(modest in comparison to the mountains
of cases and containers of stuff that many
travellers struggle with) and guided
ourselves to the pre-booked transit bus
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which was to drop us at our hotel. One
and a half hours and a dozen other tourist
drops throughout the packed city later
(we were unlucky enough to be last on the
drivers list) we finally made it to our hotel
in a suitably stressed state. There was a
bonus though, we got to re-familiarise
ourselves with the inner workings and
nooks and crannies of central Rome at
its busiest, and enjoying witnessing the
driver squirm his way brilliantly through
the crowds, down narrow alleys, past the
Vatican and Pantheon, madly gesticulating
with head and hands all the time in that
unique and passionate Italian way.
Despite being super tired and with match
sticks holding our peepers open we
trundled down to the Centro Historico
that evening for a pre-organised sound
and light show through Caesar’s forum.
Turned out to be a brilliant tour complete
with story, projected images and sound
right through the bowels of the forum
where Caesar stood, and fell, passing
under the modern road through a tunnel
only just opened to the public. A magic
experience and spell-binding enough to
keep us awake; just in time for a gelati
treat before a well-earned sleep back at
our hotel, a very comfortable converted
convent 5 minutes from the Termini
station.
Day two excited us with a day trip to Tivoli,

As we returned to our bus we spotted
two immaculate Ferraris - and feasted
our eyes, almost forgetting that lunch
awaited! Villa D’Este, renowned for its
stunning water-filled gardens, didn’t
disappoint. The fountains and spouts and
trickles and aqua style flourishes were
amazing and to think this was engineered
centuries ago without pumps, using only
natural spring water and gravity.

To help justify publishing this tale of our
tour, I needed to add some Alfa Romeorelated bits. The first encounter worthy
of inclusion being my stumbling, literally,
across a brand spanking Giulia kitted out
in full blue and white Polizia livery parked
in a piazza in downtown Rome. I ventured
over to say ciao, from Oz, love Alfa Romeo’s
and would he mind if I took a happy snap.
The Italian stallion grinned from ear to
ear and said ‘of course-a’. His mate in
the driver’s seat pushed the fun button
and flashed his lights for the camera.
Grazie, fantastico! It was probably also the
highlight of their dull day!

It was to be the first of many Giulia
sightings; each one being a head-turning
and eye straining frustrating experience
as they were always on the road up ahead
or flying by. And Stelvios. They have a
particularly nice rear end with the biggest
bright silver drain-pipe exhaust tips
imaginable! Both vehicles definitely look
better in the flesh than in photos. The
Giulia however does need the right colour
to look its best - red (tick), white (forget it),
black (a bit invisible), dark blue (ok), grey
(mmm), Misano blue (tick), competition
red (tick).
We hit Naples by Rossa fast train 300kmh according to the screen in the
carriage. Impressive.
Equally impressive, Naples served up
a surprise. It was clean! elegant, even.
The locals dressed like Romans, looking
content and very stylish. What we saw
contrasted totally with my memories of
a previous stay in Naples when rubbish
filled the streets each night, a good
pizza was hard to find and the traffic was
chaotic. Yes, the latter still existed. Naples
wouldn’t be Naples without that traffic
and every car bearing wounds of the daily
battle; mirrors hanging, fenders bent,
paint scratched, headlights smashed.
Panel beaters have obviously just given up
and now sell gelati or scrumptious cakes!
For those venturing to Napoli we highly
recommend Hotel Palazzo Decumani great location and incredibly generous
complimentary welcome drinks and
appetisers on arrival. We enjoyed the
famous Bellini - a luscious cocktail of
peach juice and prosecco, and the piccolo
buffalo mozzarella balls with balsamic
drizzle are to die for!
A stroll down to the Port presented us with
a group of car enthusiasts with classic
sports cars awaiting a ferry crossing to
Sicily for a week’s pleasure on the roads
of that magic island. We chatted to a very
elegant couple proudly standing by their
metallic azure blue Fiat Dino spider. Now
that’s what we all aspire to in ‘retirement’!
The next day we joined our small tour
group for 12 days touring the Amalfi
Coast and Puglia. Yet another high
recommendation - Amber Road Tours.
I thought, yeah sounds like a pub crawl
awash with beer! I couldn’t have been
more wrong. It was a terrific, well
organised boutique experience shared
with a small group and a bright, chatty
and very relaxed local leader, Anna. There
were a few Peronis and Morettis downed
along the way, the main bevies of Italia
dominated, i.e. vino rosso and prosecco.
Thank goodness!
From Naples we did Pompeii (still
incredible second time around) and then
climbed beyond the plains of Vesuvius

and up the back of the coastal mountain
range to land in stunning Ravello, sitting
majestically high above the Mediterranean
above Amalfi. Hotel Villa Maria offered us
a ‘keep fit’ package by default, with many
steps up and down, to and from the main
village piazza. However all was forgiven
and forgotten when we stepped into our
room, out onto the balcony and soaked
up the afternoon sun and the magnificent
view over the bluest sea 1000 metres
below. We did have to pinch ourselves
just to confirm that we were definitely not
dreaming!
Our four night stay in Ravello came with
brilliant day trips to Amalfi, Sorrento,
a boat trip to Positano and an unlikely
but fascinating drive to Paestum with its
three well-preserved Greek temples (in
better nick than the Parthenon and with
less nosey tourists). During our generous
free time in Ravello we explored the local
paths to Villa Cimbrone and Villa Rufolo,
both famous for their stunning gardens
and clifftop terraces overlooking the Med.
Again, an absolute must-do for travellers
to the Amalfi region.

Lucky (and game) tourists hire the 500’s as
the ideal mode of transport for the sunny
curvy narrow coast road, infamous for its
jammed traffic and motorist histrionics. A
quick visit to the liquorice all-sort church
at the main piazza was punctuated by a
poseur in a red Ferrari California busting
through the square, as you do in Italy!

Our ferry ride from Amalfi to Positano
Amalfi began with a quick squiz around
the harbour and jetty. Lining the car
park jetty-side was an iconic display of
Fiat Cinquecentos all sporting fabric roll
back roofs, making the perfect photo
opportunity with the splendour of Amalfi
in the background.
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We survived a bus ride to Sorrento with the
local driver expertly squeezing, shuffling
and caressing the large vehicle around
the many, many curves and between
illegally parked cars. Then of course there
was the inevitable ‘duel’, meeting another
over-sized bus coming the other way. It
was a test of wits with much gesticulation
and deliberate over-reactions from each
driver until one backed up, jiggled across
and we, the victors, passed through! Oh,
the drama!

And then a stylish new metallic grey
Stelvio caught my eye on the road, and all
was well again!
This was Italy where , as the locals
explain, rules, regulations, speed signs
are treated as merely ‘suggestions’ for
the inhabitants to choose as they wish
- ignore and do your own thing! And it
seems the authorities do likewise! Hey
don’t worry, it’s the Italian way…
Ciao
By David & Carolyn Roberts

Alfa Romeo Spettacolo

Giulia 105 Showcase, sponsored by Brighton Alfa Romeo
Sunday 28th January 2018
Club members, owners of any model of Alfa Romeos, from the
oldest to the very latest models and fans of the iconic Italian
marque are invited to attend the Spettacolo event at Xavier
College, 135 Barkers Road Kew.
This event will celebrate Alfa Romeo’s classic Giulia and the
recently released all-new Giulia which, just like the original
Giulia, is available in a variety of guises.
The Show ’n Shine” competition, sponsored by Zagame
Automotive, will, once again, be a major feature of Spettacolo
with 20 categories available for Alfa Romeo owners to enter.
Class winners from previous Spettacolo Show ‘n Shine
competitions will also have the chance to win again with
categories open to previous Spettacolo class winners.
Even if entering Show ‘n Shine competitions is not your thing,
you are more than welcome to bring your Alfa Romeo along
to Xavier College to join the display on the college oval and
be part of the largest all-Alfa Romeo display in the southern
hemisphere. More than 350 Alfa Romeos and other classic
Italian cars, including Ferrari, Lamborghini, Fiat and Maserati
are expected on the day.
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Note: All Alfa Romeos are to be parked on the oval
Alfa Romeo merchandise, trade stands and displays by the
event’s major supporters; Zagame Automotive, Brighton Alfa
Romeo and Tiamo Coffee Restaurant.
A range of children’s activities (face painting, rides and
ballooning will also be part of the event.
Entry to the event is free. Display vehicles enter the venue from
Barkers Road.
Be sure to mark this event on your calendar and join us for this
great weekend celebration.
Contact:
Mobile:
Email:

John Hanslow - Register Co-ordinator
0409 961 719
register@alfaclubvic.org.au

BRIGHTON FIAT ALFA ROMEO

Hallmarc

Insure your
love for less
Spend less on your insurance and more on your obsession
•
•
•
•

Speak to specialist staff who share your passion
Select your own repairer and receive a lifetime guarantee on authorised repairs
Flexible premium options and agreed value to protect the value of your investment
To find out more visit us online: www.lsvinsurance.com.au

Call 133 578 today to see how much you could save
Lumley Special Vehicles is a trading name of WFI Insurance Limited (ABN 24 000 036 279 AFSL 241461). Any advice is general only and doesn’t consider your needs. Before acting on it, consider if it is right for you by reading the Product Disclosure Statement
available at www.lsvinsurance.com.au.
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This standard Giulia + VP combo
represents solid value but if your budget
extends to the Veloce, it is the faster car.
The extra leather and aluminium trim in
the Veloce do add additional class. The
Veloce also gets a slightly sportier frontend, more aggressive rear diffuser and
twin exhausts, which are a little too quiet
(on both models). I believe the second pipe
on the Veloce is a non-functional dummy
but the overall visual effect is much better.
Someone out there will correct me on
the dummy pipe thing if I am mistaken.
Regardless, the Veloce rear end looks
great.

Marco’s New Giulia

C

lub Member Marco Leoncelli
compares the Giulia Veloce and the
standard variants and why he decided
on a Super.

Having driven the Veloce and standard
Giulia, I can assure you, both are simply
brilliant, with razor-sharp steering,
excellent front-end grip and plenty of
grunt available for sliding the rear end
(until the electronics kick in and put an
end to the fun).
Both are more than fast enough to 100kph.
The Veloce does get there almost a second
quicker (5.7 seconds versus 6.6). The
additional punch is noticeable, although
the standard car has plenty of ‘go’.
The differences between the three DNA
driving modes are clearly noticeable
in both cars, especially the immediate
throttle
response
and
improved
acceleration in D mode.
I do switch between the 3 modes regularly,
on a daily basis.

D - for the occasional need for speed

Right now, the single pipe rear end is
growing on me. Though I am still looking
for a louder exhaust.

N - for day-to-day driving (60%)
A - for boring freeway trips in heavy

Give me a few months and a spare $3-4k
and I might change my mind.

(25% of the time)

traffic, so I feel like I am saving the
planet (15%)

When it came time to replace my beautiful
Alfa Red 159 Ti 3.2, I conducted an
obscene amount of research. I had owned
my 159 for 9 years and had been hoping,
like many of us, Alfa would get it right this
time.
The reviews indicated they had indeed
done that; more than that apparently, so I
decided to buy a Giulia.
My criteria was:
-

It had to be faster than my 159 V6 to
100kph. Easy. All the new Giulias are
quicker than the 159.

-

It had to have the sexy 19” telephone
dial wheels of the Veloce/QV.

-

It had to have adaptive dampers
because they must be better I simply
wanted the best factory
handling option available.

-

It had to be Alfa Red.

-

I like a sunroof so a factory sunroof
was on my list.

I decided on the standard Giulia plus the
Veloce Pack and sunroof, so I get to enjoy
those awesome 19” wheels, adaptive
dampers, very nice Veloce seats and most
of the Veloce’s aluminium interior trim.
I missed out on the aluminium speaker
surrounds and sill kick plates (mine are
boring black plastic - yuk).
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When I bought my car, I immediately
turned to Google to seek out a replacement
diffuser. There are options out there,
allowing me to replicate the twin pipe
(plain diffuser - ok. It is not a real diffuser)
setup of the Giulia Super or the more
aggressive Veloce look (which is lovely)
and even the 4 pipe ‘booyah’ QV look - in
carbon fibre.

My car has the adaptive dampers, so
in D mode, they result in a firmer ride,
reducing the tendency of the Giulia to float
over undulating terrain. This is a good
thing but I sincerely believe the standard
setup is more than adequate. The Giorgio
platform these cars are built on is that
good.
The Veloce also features an LSD and I am
yet to find myself in a situation where I
regret not having this.
All Giulias handle exceptionally well with
some initial understeer transforming to a
balanced stance on flowing roads. When
negotiating low speed turns at full lock
(such as in a car park), the Giulia’s front
end loses traction and ‘skips’. This is the
trade-off for how exceptionally well the
Giulia handles under all other conditions
and personally, I got over this very quickly.
The auto transmission in these cars is a
real winner. Stunning in operation and
surprisingly, better than any dual-clutch
transmission I have tried. The software
has been well tuned to ensure the
transmission changes gear at the ‘right’
time. It really is brilliant and in all honesty,
I don’t lament the lack of a manual
gearbox. Mind you, I have another manual
Alfa to play with. I would choose the auto
in the Giulia over a dual-clutch every time.
Both Veloce and standard models (in
Australia) feature aluminium shift paddles.
These are a work of art. Wonderfully tactile
and a delight to operate - every time. Pull
both paddles simultaneously to select
neutral. When in reverse, pull the right

one to select drive, so you don’t have to
use the somewhat unintuitive shift lever.
It is a weird thing I struggle to describe
adequately. The shift lever, although
aesthetically pleasing, has some nasty
sharp edges where aluminium elements
meet leather bits. It is not the car’s best
feature. It is not crap by any means but it
isn’t as good as it could have been.

The climate control appears competent
enough for an Australian summer and
features real knobs. The controls are a
great combination of old and new school.
The fan becomes quite loud at higher
speed settings. When you start the car,
the sound of the fan is like that of a jet
engine spooling up. This is very, very cool.
No pun intended.

The electronic park brake took a little
getting used to but, after one month
of ownership, I find it to be fine. I don’t
notice it anymore but have ruled out ever
planning to pull a handbrakie.

The car includes a heated steering wheel
and front seats, so I will have something
new to play with next August. I should test
them before winter (or next week) arrives
- because it’s an Alfa.

The driving position is perfect, with
comfortable, supportive and highly
adjustable seats and steering. The
adjustable side bolsters are a great
feature.

Interior storage is ‘sufficient’. It is all there
- in the glovebox, central armrest, door
and seat pockets and a secret cubby for
the driver. As is the way with all Alfas, it is
all a bit NQR. Good cup holders - front and
rear, and finally I own a car with a secure,
convenient location for my e-cigarette.
Yesss.

The steering wheel-mounted start button
is entertaining. Instruments are well
executed and easy to read, with both
analogue and digital speed readings. I find
I only look at the digital option.
When you close the door of the car, the
tacho and speedo needles light up with
a pulse, twice - like a beating heart.
Simultaneously, the Alfa logo located
between the dials illuminates discretely.
Ahhh, the Italians; sometimes they just
get it very right.

The infotainment system, with three USB
ports, is good. The Giulia lacks some of
the deep adjustability and options of other
systems available. I am not an audiophile
so for me the audio quality is good enough.
The lack of a subwoofer is noticeable. My
159 with a Bose system was better. I didn’t
think to test the Harmon Kardon setup
(subwoofer, 400W and more speakers) in
the Veloce, as I was busy pushing the right
pedal. I imagine it to be quite nice.

Selecting a Giulia, whether it be the
Super, Veloce or QV variants, should be a
budget-driven decision because they are
all great. Some variants are simply faster
than others. This is what happens when
you combine great designers with a sh*t
load of investment Euros.
Alfa Romeo has brought to market a great
Alfa Romeo; for both Alfisti and normal
people.

Also servicing other makes and models

•
•
•
•
•

All Mechanical Repairs
Licenced RWC
Wheel Alignment
Air Conditioning
Tyre Service

Restorations & Racing
Modifications
Contact:
Corrado Mauceri 0412 818 597
Sebastian Mauceri 0414 743 069
We keep your warranty in check with

“Alfa Romeo always with Heart”

9 Meriton Place, Clayton Vic 3168
T. 9543 6466 F. 9543 4066
E. maucerimotors@hotmail.com

Spettacolo Concorso

Workshop Visit - Alfa Donnini Repairs

Malvern East

Saturday 27th January 2018
The Concorso, sponsored by Tiamo Coffee Restaurant 303305 Lygon Street Carlton, is a major part of the Club’s annual
Spettacolo event.
Preliminary judging of entrants in the re-scheduled Spettacolo
Concorso will be carried out at Brighton Alfa Romeo’s new
Service Centre, Cnr Keys Road & Herald Streets Cheltenham
on Saturday 27th January, commencing at 10am.
Entries will be accepted until the commencement of judging.
Final judging of Concorso entries will take place during
Sunday’s Spettacolo at Xavier College, 135 Barkers Road Kew
with trophies to be presented during Spettacolo on Sunday 28th
January.
Concors Entries:
•
•
•

Any club members owning any Alfa Romeo over 25 years of
age which has been restored, or is in showroom condition,
are invited to enter their car/s in the Spettacolo Concorso,
Owners of Concorso entries can nominate another club
member to represent them during judging and be present
with the entered car on the day.
Concorso entry fee is $60.00 per car.

Saturday 3rd February 2018
This workshop visit will be of special interest to owners of any
current model Mito and Giulietta or any club member looking
to purchase one or simply wanting to learn more about either
of these models.
Following on from the successful visit to Alex’s workshop last
year, the focus of the visit will be on the 940 Series Giulietta and
Mito models. This workshop visit is a must for any current or
prospective buyer of one of these models.
As usual our host for this occasion will be Alex Donnini, a man
well known to many club members and Alfa Romeo owners.
Alex has a real passion for the marque and is willing to share
the wealth of knowledge he has gained from his 35+ years
working on all Alfa Romeo models.
Address:
849 Dandenong Rd, Malvern East 3145
Arrival time: 9.00 am start - don’t be late.
Coffee & Morning tea will be provided.
The visit is open to all club members and new members are
welcome to attend.

Registration for the Concorso is essential:
For bookings and any queries, please contact: Gary Pearce,
0417 365 929.

More info: www.alfadonninirepairs.com.au
Bookings are essential

Email contact: 105register@alfaclubvic.org.au

Contact: Max Maltese Mobile: 0411 172 834
Email: currentregister@alfaclubvic.org.au

Sunday Morning Drive
Tooradin to Archies Creek

New Members Night
Friday 16th February 2018

February 11th 2018
Attention all Giuliettas, and owners of any other Alfa Romeo,
old or new.
Vintage and Classic Series Register Captain Ron Loccisano has
organised another of the Club’s popular Sunday morning drives,
this one starting at Tooradin and finishing at Archies Creek in
South Gippsland. If anyone is not familiar with the area, Archies
Creek is about halfway between Kilcunda and Wonthaggi.
Start Time:

8.30am for 9.00am departure.

From:

Pelican Café
85 South Gippsland Hwy, Tooradin

Note: There is plenty of off street parking adjacent to the
Pelican Cafe.
This will be an enjoyable drive with a short break to relax and
enjoy a coffee or tea at the halfway point before heading to the
Archies Creek Hotel for lunch at midday. The drive will include
a tour of parts of South Gippsland.
Detailed route instructions will be handed out at the start.
Please confirm your interest for catering purposes by contacting
the undersigned: RSVP 9th February.
Contact: Ron Loccisano, Drive organiser
Mobile: 0418 565 700 Email: vintageclassic@alfaclubvic.org.au

The Club will be hosting a New Members Night at Brighton
Alfa Romeo to welcome newcomers to the club and to provide
information about the club to members who have joined in
recent months.
New and current club members are cordially invited to come
along to meet other club members and learn more about the
club as well as meeting the Dealership staff and enjoying an
opportunity to look over the dealership as well checking out the
various new and pre-owned Alfa Romeos on display.
Start Time:

6.30 for 7.00 pm start and refreshments will
be provided.

Where:

Brighton Alfa Romeo
773 Nepean Highway, Bentleigh.

For catering purposes it is essential that anyone interested in
attending the evening book in. Please contact our Membership
Secretary to book.
Contact: Oscar Amante, Membership Secretary
Mobile: 0415 266 903
Email: membership@alfaclubvic.org.au

AOMC/RACV Classic Showcase

Italian Auto Icons 2018

Sunday 25 February 2018

Sunday 4th March 2018

The Club has been invited to participate in the Association of
Motoring Club’s Classic Showcase for British and European
cars at the Yarra Glen Racecourse.

The Alfa Romeo Owners Club has been invited to participate
in the Annual Italian Auto Icons car and bike display in Lygon
Street Carlton on Sunday 4th March with a display of Giulia
Theme cars.

This will be a great opportunity for AROCA Vic club members to
participate in this classic car showcase and to display the best
possible array of club member’s cars on show. Club displays
will be judged against other participating clubs on the day and
trophies will be available.

The Club is aiming to display 15 Alfa Romeo 101 and 105 Series
Giulia cars to represent the marque. Contact Malcolm Muir to
register your interest in displaying your car.
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The club display will be in a secure area and club members and
families from Melbourne and regional areas are encouraged
to attend and support this AOMC event. Food and children’s
entertainment will be available on the day.
Location:

Yarra Glen Racecourse
Armstrong Avenue, Yarra Glen

Display time: 9.00am to 5.00pm.
Admission:

$15.00 for display cars, spectators $8.00.

More details:

http://www.aomc.asn.au/events/2018/2/25/aomc-classicshowcase

Up to 70 cars from Zagame, FCA, Alfa Romeo, Fiat, Ferrari,
Maserati, Lancia and Lamborghini car clubs will be on display.
As in previous years, Lygon Street will be closed off between
Faraday and Elgin Streets and entry to the display area by the
public is free.
Public viewing is from 9.00 am to 3.00 pm and an estimated
3000 car enthusiasts and their families are expected to attend.
In addition to the display of Italian Auto Icons there will also be a
great range of food, face painting for kids and family attractions
to make this a great day.
All enquiries, please contact Malcolm Muir to register your
interest in presenting your car.
Contact: Malcolm Muir
Mobile: 0430 339 552
Email contact: 105register@alfaclubvic.org.au

Any club member interested in nominating their car for display
on the day, please contact:
Contact: Mal Muir
Mobile: 0430 339 552 Email: Malalfa33@gmail.com

Phillip Island Classic - Club Display

Auto Italia Canberra

Saturday 10 & Sunday 11 March 2018

Saturday 7th April 2018

The Club has once again been invited to participate in the in the
Club Display and ‘Shannon’s Walk’ at the 2018 Phillip Island Classic
historic race meeting and current and new club are encouraged to
attend.

Many members and friends will be travelling to Canberra for
Auto Italia 2018 and this will be an excellent opportunity to all
meet up with fellow Alfisti at the start of the Hume Freeway and
participate in a group drive to Canberra.

If you enjoy motor racing of any era, this Phillip Island Classic
weekend presents historic motor racing at its very best with large
numbers of local, interstate and international cars and drivers
competing.

Start:
7.30 am. Light breakfast prior to 8.00 am departure.
Where: McDonalds Car Park - Shell Service Centre
1175 Hume Freeway, (Cnr Donnybrook Road, Donnybrook)

As in previous years, the position of the club’s display in the area
will be a matter of first come best dressed (or displayed).

This will be a relaxing drive with a number of stops during the
drive. Some participants may prefer to travel at their own pace
and some may prefer to leave at a later time and catch up later
in Canberra for dinner.
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Participants in the Club Display and Shannon’s Walk will enjoy a
number of benefits:
•
•
•
•

Free entry for car and driver and half price entry for all
passengers in cars participating in the display.
Secure parking among likeminded enthusiasts
A prime location to watch the racing all weekend
A great opportunity to view the cars and visit the pit areas

Participants in the display are to meet at Smiths Beach, about 3
minutes from the circuit, at 8.45 am sharp each day and drive to the
Phillip Island circuit as a group where they will then be directed to
the display area.

Dinner in Canberra
Victorian Club members usually meet up later that day in
Canberra. In the past this Saturday evening dinner has usually
been in the restaurant precinct of Manuka which is not far from
where Auto Italia is held. Arrangements will be confirmed with
those interested prior to the event.
For more information and registration of your interest in the
drive and Auto Italia, please contact:
Contact: Malcolm Muir
Mobile: 0430-339-552 Email: Malalfa33@gmail.com
For more information about Auto Italia Canberra, check the
following link. http://www.autoitaliacanberra.com/

Early bookings to attend either or both days are essential as tickets
are limited. When booking, please specify which days you will be
attending. Please provide name, club number and contact details
when booking.

Note: Auto Italia 2018 will be held at a new location in Canberra. Check the above
link for details.

Contact: Paul O’Connor, Event Co-ordinator
Mobile: 0417-800-918 Email: poc@iprimus.com.au

Entrants in the Auto Italia display are requested to position their vehicles between
8.30 and 9.30 am. There is no movement of vehicles permitted during the display,
other than those vehicles receiving awards.

Vernasca Silver Flag
Hill Climb

e
Words and photos by Peter and Lyn Bartold

A

fter the FCCV 60th Anniversary Trip
to Italy, Lyn and I travelled to Spain
and Portugal before heading back
to Italy for the 22nd Vernasca Silver Flag
Hill Climb, about half an hour’s drive from
Piacenza in the Emilia-Romagna region of
northern Italy.

From 1953-1972 the Vernasca Silver Flag
hillclimb was part of the Italian Hillclimb
Championship with Ferrari, Porsche, Alfa
and others attacking a demanding course
that starts at the bottom of a long valley
in the historic town of Castell’ Arquato
and finishes 8 km and 1000 foot up the
hill with a series of blind turns, some
sweepers and some hairpins, to the finish
in another tiny town name Vernasca, from
where the event got its name.
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The original Silver Flag was one of the
most prestigious hill climb events. The
present day event began in 2007 and
consisted of three hill climbs, two on
Saturday and one on Sunday. Arriving
at the hill climb about an hour before
it started I was simply amazed by the
range of cars that made up the 200+
entries; especially the Abarth race cars
of which there were about 30, including
five XP1000 and a super rare, 027. To
my amazement, half way along the pit
area, there was an original Abarth X19
Prototipo that had been driven by Clay
Regazzoni in the 1970’s. The present
owner’s father was the co-pilota back
then. The car has been restored and was
looking, driving and sounding wonderful.

The road is closed to normal traffic as
the cars line up and are sent on their
way at 30 second intervals with the
order arranged to reduce overtaking but
overtaking is common. Spectating is free
and unrestricted, so if you want to be
part of a scene from one of those great
Old Italian road-racing pictures where
spectators are so close to the action, this
is your chance.
In the old days cars would have a long
flat-out blast at very high speeds along
the valley, this stretch of nearly-straight
road accounting for about half the
hillclimb’s length but today, the ‘straight’
is interrupted by five lightly-coned
chicanes.
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Since its renaissance in 1995, the
Vernasca Silver Flag hillclimb has grown
in stature to become one of historic
motorsport’s great events. It is sort of like
a miniature Goodwood where motorsport
legends of the past are driven on some
of the best winding roads in Italy, not for
time, but for style.
The Silver Flag is no longer a timed event
so without times to worry about, the
pressure is off, giving the event a partylike atmosphere. Whether cars charge up
the hill at ten-tenths or at seven-tenths
makes little difference, allowing drivers
an opportunity to relax, have fun and
entertain their passengers. The Vernasca
Silver Flag is in fact a dynamic Concors
d’Elegance, rather than a race. Some
cars are driven flat out, while others
take it easy with drivers and passengers
waving to the spectators along the way.
Watching a group of the drivers I
wondered who the one with the big
cowboy hat was, and discovered it was
Arturo Merzario, famous as an F1 driver
and two time winner of the Targa Florio,
in a Ferrari 312PB and an Alfa 33TT12.
Merzario was one of the drivers who
pulled Nikki Lauda from his car after
that crash during the 1976 German GP
at the Nurburgring and that incident
has become part of his calling card. He
drove an Alfa Romeo Spider in the recent
Targa Floria Australian Tribute event so
if you attended the event you would have
seen him, easily identifiable wearing his
cowboy hat when out of the car.
FCA were one of the sponsors of the
event and they had a stand with a new
124 Abarth Spider on display, the 525SS
brought from Centro Storico (unbelievably
there was another 525 there also - out of
only four remaining in the world) along
with sports racing cars from Alfa, Lancia
and Abarth and other manufacturers.

After watching the first run from near
the start, we watched the cars return to
the pits in groups and the road was then
re-opened as a public road. We drove
our rental 500 up to near the finish line
to watch the second run. Seeing most
of the cars going at full speed, with
accompanying noise, was amazing and
because of the speed differential, cars
were grouped close together as they
came past. Passing is allowed, if possible.
We then walked up to a spot near the
finish line where we could get a good
look at the cars as they drove slowly back
down the hill, before repairing to the bar
for a well-earned beer, to complete an
unbelievable day of Italian motor sport.
This event is always on the weekend
before the Goodwood Festival of Speed
(mid to late June) so it would be an
excellent addition to the itinerary as it is
a truly stand-out event and one not to be
missed.
Words & photos by Peter and Lyn Bartold
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Dubai International Motor Show

D

ubai is an incredible place for a
motor show. Whilst the region is
not known for its drivers’ roads,
unless you like going very fast over long
distances in a straight line, it does have a
fantastic array of super cars. Just going
down the street for groceries means mixing
it in the traffic with Ferraris, Lamborghinis,
Bugattis and Bentleys. Sitting down for
afternoon tea at one of the local hotels (the
Burj Al Arab) I saw over five Ferrari 488’s
drive into the carpark and I knew it wasn’t
the same guy doing blockies because they
were all different colours.

The actual motor show was very different
to anything I’d ever experienced in
Melbourne. The largest difference was the
crowds, it was very civilised with very few
attendees on the day I was there. Unlike in
Australia where the crowds are shoulder
to shoulder making it hard to get near the
cars let alone get a clear photograph of
them. At the Dubai motor show it was very
easy to get close to the cars, to sit in them
and to chat to the hosts and hostesses.
Whilst the hosts and hostesses had been
sourced from all over the world and spoke
many languages, they had all received preshow training on the features of the cars
they were displaying so the conversations
with them were quite engaging.

Abarth also had a lot to show on their stand
including the new 695 Rivale paired with the
595 Competizione version complementing
the numerous Italian brethren of Ferraris,
Maseratis and Lamborghinis. What really
caught my attention was the Italdesign
stand, a venerable nameplate but with a
spectacular looking new V10 super car,
the Zerouno.

The latest Alfa models were proudly on
display with the refreshed 4C and Giulietta
alongside the new Giulias and Stelvios.
The 4C on display included a new colour
and carbon fibre trim highlights.

3

I was also excited by the Dubai Police
stand which I assumed was only a bit of
token glamour to lift their profile, until I
went out on the street and saw that they
really do drive exotic European cars in
their daily duties, mostly BMWs and Audis
but the police liveried Rolls-Royce Wraith
was very impressive.
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2

4

Just to shake things up the Americans
were also out in full force with their latest
Cadillac concept the Scala, quite a contrast
in scale (i.e. scala) and style but on a very
friendly and theatrical stand staffed by
chatty Chicago and Detroit locals.

At the grand unveiling a big deal was made
of it being over 210 inches long and it took
me a while to do the mental arithmetic to
convert that to 5.4 metres. It did however
have a special motorized boot floor that
made loading groceries easy after you had
just popped down to the shops for a few
things.
To cater for all interests, in case anyone
was bored or just unimpressed by the new
cars, there was a separate hall with cars
for auction, including Ferraris from the
50s, many eras of Lamborghini with some
movie and TV cars.

w
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1

Burj Al Arab.

2

Stelvio.

3

If you’re going to do a selfie, pick the
best background, such as the Italdesign
Zerouno.

4

Police liveried Rolls-Royce Wraith.

5

Classic Ferrari, ready for auction.

6

Cadillac Scala.

By Craig Cinquegrana

CALL US 03 9036 1606
Supplying a large range of new OEM and aftermarket spare parts for:

3

Alfa Romeo · Fiat · Lancia · Ferrari · Maserati
Lamborghini · Fiat Professional · Iveco
Quality and trusted brands
Competitively priced
Efficient delivery

9 Kirkdale Street,
Brunswick East, VIC 3057

Club member discount

Large range in stock
Early to current model product range
W: www.italianautomotivespares.com.au
E: info@italianautomotivespares.com.au
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TWIN Spark Category

A

new fun, low cost category for Alfa
Romeo club motorsport has been
announced for 2018. Our AROCA
NSW cousins have produced a set of
regulations for limited modification race
cars based on the Alfa 147/156/GTV 2-litre
twin spark models.

The philosophy behind this new category
is ‘Equal and Economic’ and the
regulations have been crafted to promote
low-cost modifications that make a car
reliable and fun to drive while creating
the opportunity for some great racing on
a level playing field.
This year the Victorian club will introduce
a Twin Spark Cup category within our
sprint events as well as in the Alfa Racing
events at Winton. Cars built to Twin Spark
Cup regulations will also be able to race
in Victoria and interstate as part of a
national category.
A pathway from sprints to circuit racing
Promoters of this new category have
predicted that the Twin Spark Cup
racing can be an affordable pathway
for competitors, starting in sprints and
developing the car to be able to compete
in circuit racing.
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Stage 1:
Buy a reasonably priced 147/156/GTV.
Keep it road registered - bolt in an
extinguisher, fit some good brake pads
and change to an appropriate high-temp
brake fluid, and do some sprint events.
Stage 2:
Modified but still road registered.
Upgrade springs and shocks, strip out the
interior, bolt in a race seat and harness.
Do more sprints, and compete in the Alfa
Club 12-hour relay at Winton.
Stage 3:
Foray into racing. Bolt in a roll cage,
fit some racing essentials e.g. cut-off
switch, window net and go circuit racing
with AROCA and VRA.
The regulations
The regulations are closely based on the
highly successful Twin Spark Cup series’
running in the UK and in Europe, i.e.
NO modifications allowed to the engine
or drivetrain and cars will run standard
sized wheels and a control tyre. Interiors
can be stripped out but a minimum
weight will be applied and enforced.
Springs and dampers can be upgraded
but adjustable coil-overs are not allowed.

The idea here is that over time most cars
will run very similar configuration at a
reasonable cost.
The regulations will be published at:
http://www.alfaclubnsw.org.au/motorsport-motoring/race/ but also please
look out for announcements on the club
forum.
Want to know more?
At this point we know of at least five
Victorian club members planning to build
cars to Twin Spark Cup regulations this
year. There should be up to ten cars on
the track from NSW this year.
If you’re interested to know more, contact
Evan
Bottcher
(evan@bottch.com,
0400 013 175) or Neil Choi (compsec@
alfaclubvic.org.au) who has been
campaigning a stock twin spark 156 for
several years”.
By Evan Bottcher
Damon Choi at the wheel of the Choi
family’s 156 Twin Spark race car at Phillip
Island in December

Veloce Racing at Winton 300

F

or the second year running, our
Alfa mates from the Veloce Racing
Association over the border in NSW,
organised some all-Alfa racing as a support
category for the Winton 300 Endurance Race
in November. It was a great opportunity to
showcase an all-Alfa Romeo grid at a major
event on the national motorsport calendar.

Despite clashing with the Sandown
Historics and the HSRCA meeting at
Sydney Motorsport Park, which obviously
impacted on competitor numbers at
Winton, it was an impressive addition
to the Winton event program. Victorians
Bruno Colautti (1750 GTV), Ray Pignataro
(Alfasud) and yours truly, Evan Bottcher
(Alfasud), joining the nine visitors from
north of the border to make it a 12-Alfa
Romeo line-up at Winton.
The VRA rules allow for historic Group
N/S cars, or for more modern cars and
V6’s in two categories: Classico and
Nuovo. Racing is kept reasonably close
through the use of restricted wheel sizes
and slicks. Wings are not allowed. One of
the great appeals of this form of racing
is that you almost always find yourself
in some sort of battle for position,
regardless of where you are in the mix,
which usually results in a good show for
spectators and lots of fun for the drivers.

Over the weekend we had practice,
qualifying and two races on the Saturday
and two races on the Sunday morning
which then enabled the NSW competitors
to head home in daylight.
At the front of the field, after they had all
qualified well, there were good battles
between Darren Harris (2-litre GTV),
Frank Carigliano (3-litre GTV6), and
Alfio Musumeci (3.2-litre Alfa GT); quite
different cars with different strengths
on different parts of the track. Danny
Gatto (3-litre GTV6) looked very strong
early but retired with clutch trouble
effectively ending his weekend. Frank,
Danny, and Darren all had race wins
over the weekend but ultimately it was
Darren Harris who went home with the
silverware, his driving impressive given
the significant power disadvantage he
had in the two litre GTV compared to the
two V6’s.
Further down the field there were five
cars that had qualified within one second
of each other which guaranteed some
good close racing all weekend and that
is how it turned out. Bruno Colautti, Ric
Bonomo (1750 GTV), Marc Crissafulli
(2-litre Alfetta GTV) and I all battled for
position throughout each of the four
races over the weekend.

In race three I was catching up to the
back of Bruno who was dicing with Ric,
when Bruno did a major pirouette going
into the Penrite hairpin under brakes.
A ‘puckering’ moment but no damage
otherwise and Bruno was able to rejoin
the race. All of this was captured on video
for later discussion (and laughs).
Bruno did the best of the Victorians,
finishing the weekend with the highest
point score (56) just ahead of myself (also
56) and Ray Pignataro who scored 15
points after a couple of DNF’s.
Thanks very much to the VRA for
organising this event and creating an
opportunity for some all-Alfa racing
with a good bunch of folk. Racing is
hard, but everyone is super-friendly and
supportive. This is most definitely the
next step forward for Alfa competitors
who’ve done some supersprints and are
now ready to tackle some circuit racing.
We’re certainly looking forward to 2018!
By Evan Bottcher
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Sandown Historics
By Barry Edmunds

F

or the historic racing fraternity the
VHRR’s annual year-ending race
meeting at Sandown in November is
the ideal way to finish of the competition year
while for fans of the genre, this race meeting
offers a great opportunity to witness some
excellent racing as well as plenty to see
during a wander through the pits.

As someone who has been around motor
sport for a fair while it is a bit disconcerting
though to wander through the pits looking
at this magnificent array of historic racing
cars and realising that you were round
way back when these very same cars were
brand new. I guess that is a sure sign of
old age. It is also the perfect opportunity
to catch up with ‘old’ friends too so that
is a bonus.

With around 330 competitors and 57
events over the two days there was more
than enough for everyone to help celebrate
26 years of thunder, as this meeting was
billed. The 57 events involved 14 qualifying
events on the Saturday morning and 42
racing and regularity events on Saturday
afternoon and Sunday. In all there were 20
different categories participating.

In qualifying Rob Burns’ 1:30.5759 was
good enough for third spot on the starting
grid for race one, behind David Brown’s
Datsun 1600 SSS (1:28.4327) and Gabriel
Digenis in a BMW 2002 (1:29.2267). In race
one Burns took the honours in the up to 2
litre group ahead of Digenis and Lenstra.
Burns’ best lap of 1:29.4891 no doubt
helping him to turn the tables on his rivals
but there was little between Burns and
Digenis at the finish.

As has become the norm at most such
historic race meetings there were quite
a few Alfas participating; Rob Burns
running in Group Nc and Adrian DiMauro,
Mike Oliver, Richard East, Chris Blanden,
Club Comp Sec Neil Choi, Peter Hillman
and Paul Chaleyer all lining up in the
Group S events. Each group were to have
three 6-lap races over the weekend but it
didn’t quite work out as planned.

Race 2 was shortened to three laps after
an incident at turn one and saw Burns
score a second narrow win over Digenis
with less than a second between them at
the finish. Qualifying pace-setter David
Brown finished a distant third although he
had the satisfaction of posting the fastest
lap time for this race.
Burns made it three from three by leading
the up to 2 litre group to the chequered
flag once again, this time with a slightly
larger margin over Digenis as they crossed
the finish line with Brown once again a
distant third. This outing saw Digenis post
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the fastest lap time of the group with a
1:28.6635, a whisker quicker than Burns’
1:28.7719 but lap times don’t matter as
much as who greets the chequered flag
first and on this occasion it was Burns
who did so.
In Group S the Alfas had to do battle with
the over 2 litre Sa brigade which included
a 7 litre Corvette Stingray, a Shelby GT350,
a few V8 Corvettes, numerous Porsches,
a lone De Tomaso Pantera and an
assortment of MG’s, Datsuns and Austin
Healeys.
While Paul Blackie was the pace setter of
the larger capacity cars with a 1:23.8000
during the 15 minute qualifying session,
the fastest of the smaller capacity lineup was Michael Byrne in the lotus Seven
S4 who was third fastest with a very
impressive 1:24.9412.

7

after three laps, because of an incident
at turn one, but the finish order was the
same as in race one with Byrne once again
leading Di Mauro, Oliver, East, Blanden,
Hillman and Choi to the finish line.
The third and final race for Group S was
over 7 laps and once again it was Byrne
who led the way to the chequered flag, this
time with a gap of almost 20 seconds over
Di Mauro with Oliver once again in third
place.
As is usually the case with these historic
race meetings this was yet another
entertaining race weekend and with
excellent weather, a good atmosphere
and entertaining racing from most of
the 20 different categories taking part, it
had everything going for it as a another
successful historic meeting.
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Adrian Di Mauro was the fastest of the
seven Alfas in the 15 minute practice
session, his best lap of 1:28.2003, put
him ahead of Oliver, East, Blanden, Choi,
Hillman and Chaleyer on the start line.
In the first of their three 6 lap races Byrne
posted a fastest lap of 1:27.2573 in the
Lotus Seven S4 and went on to take the
win in the up to 2 litre class ahead of Di
Mauro, Oliver, East, Blanden, Hillman and
Choi. The second race was red flagged
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One of the best examples from the open wheel
era of the 1960’s, this Brabham BT11.
Chris Blanden had the track to himself in the 2
litre GTV.
A dummy grid line-up of V8’s, sure to provide
plenty of action and please the fans at any
historic race meeting.
Mike Oliver wasn’t quite able to match the
front runners but he did well with three third
places for the weekend.
Michael Byrne had the rear view on the Lotus
Seven mirror full of Adrian Di Mauro’s GTV
as they head on to Sandown’s front straight.
Despite Di Mauro’s best efforts to get the
better of Byrne each time they ventured out
on the track the Lotus had just enough to keep
the Alfa at bay all weekend.
This Elfin MR5B still looks and sounds as good
as it did during the halcyon era of the 1970’s
when F5000 open wheelers were Australia’s
premier formula and the Ansett Team Elfi
cars were part of the game.
For Adrian Di Mauro Sandown was another
successful weekend; fastest Alfa in qualifying
but he had to settle for three second places
behind the Lotus Seven of Michael Byrne
during each of the three races.
Rob Burns had a very successful weekend at
Sandown with three class wins from as many
starts.
A real dose of nostalgia and great memories
for me, this Elfin Mallala was one the fi st
racing cars that I ever worked on or had
anything to do with during the 1960’s. Back
then it was powered by a 2 litre Coventry
Climax motor.
A broken exhaust flange on the Alfa during
qualifying saw Paul Chaleyer make a quick
trip back to the workshop for repairs before
returning to the track and then having to put
up with being monstered by a Porsche during
the fi st race.
In their fi st outing on the Saturday Peter
Hillman and Neil Choi were seldom far apart
during all six laps.
Depending on one’s views of such things, the
GT40 was, and still is (IMHO), one of the most
awesome racing machines to ever grace the
world’s race circuits.
Australian motor sport legend John Bowe
took to the Sandown circuit in this immaculate
Brabham BT31 from the Tasman era. This car
is without doubt one of the best looking open
wheelers of any era.
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Alfa Romeo Driving Experience

T

he email arrived - ‘Alfa Romeo
Driving Experience’ at Sandown
Racetrack on 2nd November 2017.

This sounded like a great thing to do,
a day at Sandown being led by the very
experienced Cameron McConville and
his fellow instructors, John Bowe and
Lincoln Burns. One does not get to drive
on the road in the manner our cars were
designed for and need to be driven at!
A couple of logistical issues needed to
be considered if the invitation was to be
taken up - getting there and which car to
take. I live in Tasmania so a trip on the
Spirit of Tasmania was organised - over
on the Wednesday night and returning to
Tasmania on the Thursday night. Which
car to take, the Giulia QV or the 4C? I
settled on the Giulia but in some ways I
also wanted to take the 4C!

The overnight trip across Bass Strait went
well so I arrived at the track on time to
join three other QVs, a Giulia Veloce, two
4C launch editions (identical to mine) and
one Giulietta. Several of the Zagame staff
took turns in driving a couple of spare
QV’s which just happened to be there!
The day was structured around good
driving techniques and practices and
began with a chat by Cameron McConville
about proper seating position i.e. 90
degree bend in the arms and a similar
bend in the legs. I needed to move the
seat a little in my QV to comply! The
discussion then centred on vision and the
proper place to focus attention on when
driving. Proper vision is to focus as far
down the road as possible.
While this discussion was underway a
technician from Zagame checked tyre

pressures and wheel nut tensions on all
the cars taking part. All was set to go so
we headed out onto the track.
The first exercise was a braking stop. And
I mean stop - brake pedal to the floor and
as hard as possible! The first run was
a stop from 60 kph, the second from 80
kph, the third from 110 kph and the last
stop was from 80 kph with a 90 degree
turn! We all had two attempts at each of
the above. I have never braked so hard in
my life.
For the second exercise we moved over to
the back straight where an exercise was
set up to weave between evenly spaced
witches hats, turn round and come back
to the start and stop in a defined box.
This exercise was done four times by
each car and most went faster with each
run. Luckily no-one took out any of the
witches hats.
The third exercise involved negotiating
turns 1 to 4 on the track with witches hats
placed on the inside of the apex of each
corner. The idea with this exercise was
to get the apex of the corner correct and
have the proper vision of looking through
the next corner. Once the run had been
completed we then did it in the opposite
direction. Like the previous exercises this
was completed four times and once again
each run was quicker than the previous
one. The QV handled fantastically well
and I had it on the red line in every gear first, second and third gears. It was great
to watch and listen to the other guys
complete this drill.
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The last exercise was to follow an
instructor driving a QV around the
track. Four cars were assigned to each
instructor and the plan was to keep as
close as possible in a line behind the
instructor. Going down the straight the
car immediately behind the instructor
was to move over and allow the following
cars to move up and the car that had
moved over would tack on to the rear of
the group.

1

It was stressed that this was not a race
and the top speed was limited to 200 kph
(well nearly!!) and was an exercise in
having the car in the right position on the
track and proper cornering.
Our instructor was John Bowe, and boy
did he take some keeping up with! This
was great fun and enabled me to really
appreciate how fantastic the QV handles,
even with a novice like me driving it!
On completion of this exercise I knew I
had been pushing reasonably hard as I
could certainly smell the brakes and my
tyres probably had 5,000 kms scrubbed
off them.

4

The final treat for the day was some hot
laps in a QV with John Bowe behind the
wheel. What really stood out during this
ride was how low he sits in the car and
how hard he was jumping on the brakes.
He was either 100% on the accelerator
or 100% on the brakes - no in between!
When he completed the laps his comment
was “What a fantastic car - I could really
get to like the QV.”
Lunch was laid on and Cameron
McConville provided a summary of the
morning’s activities. Everyone did very
well and we all came away having driven
our cars in the manner they were meant
to be driven as well as having big smiles
on our faces.

5

It was a very well organised day and
one that I enjoyed immensely. I certainly
enjoyed watching the other guys going
through their paces, especially the two
4Cs and listening to the great noise each
car made when been driven hard!
I am certainly looking forward to doing
this again, and soon.
By Peter Vertigan

7

11

6

1

Instructor Lincoln Burns offering a critique
to the 4C driver after the braking exercise.

2

Peter Vertigan on the return run through
the witches hats.

3

Peter Vertigan leads the way on to
Sandown’s front straight during the hot laps
exercise.

4

Augusto Favrin from Zagame welcomed
everyone and outlined the program.

5

The third exercise involved cornering and
getting the corner apex correct using
corners one to 4 at Sandown.

6

Instructors Cameron McConville and John
Bowe.

7

Club member Rob Dal Sasso about to take
part in the Zagame drive experience at
Sandown.
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Competition Winton
Sprints and Races

E

ntry numbers for the penultimate
round of the club’s nine round 2017
sprint series were down a little,
compared to previous rounds, but there was
still enough starters on this occasion for
three run groups, while the third and final
round of the 2017 racing series attracted
the usual number of combatants.

set of intake trumpets sitting atop the 3.2
litre motor so this was something of a test
outing to see if the new trumpets were a
step in the right direction in the on-going
development of the Alfetta. Setting the
fastest time of the group would suggest
that they were working as planned, or
perhaps hoped.

The day followed the same format as
previous combined sprint and race days;
practice followed by a round of 10 minute
timed runs for each of the sprint groups
and then qualifying and 8-lap outings for
the racers. The morning events were on
the long track and after the lunch break
they were switched to the short track.

For the second run group Craig Lindsell’s
best lap of 1:35.7391 in the Mini Cooper
S put him ahead of the rest, just over 5
seconds to the good of Jason McHugh in
the Subaru WRX, with Tom Bartley the
third fastest in the Lotus Elise.

Claude Botti started the day well by setting
the pace with a best lap of 1:36.9559 with
Daryl Susigan the next best at 1:45.4167 in
the bright orange Alfetta and Peter Winter
third after a best lap of 1:50.1401 in the
147 GTA. The only visible change to the
Botti Alfetta since the last outing was a
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Michael Botti stopped the clocks at
1:35.1178 in the Alfetta to better his
father’s earlier time and stake his claim to
fastest lap of the day with Ivan Susigan’s
1:43.8808 the next best of the group and
the Nissan 200SX of Jason Erle third with
a 1:49.1498.

2

The 11-strong all Alfa race group then
headed out for a 10 minute qualifying
session with Trent Harrison grabbing pole
position after posting a 1:38.3974 in the
Ignis Alfetta, 2.6 seconds faster than Steve
Aarons with Michael Torcasio third fastest
in the 3.2 litre powered 75. Seby Mauceri
was next, followed by John Floyd, Bruno
Colautti, Damon Choi, Evan Bottcher, Ray
Pignataro, Hugh Harrison and then Jordy
Caldwell.
The second round of timed runs began
with Daryl Susigan turning up the wick in
the bright orange Alfetta, squeezing out
a best lap of 1:36.1819 to better Claude
Botti by 1.0464 seconds with Alex Stables
third fastest of the group with a 1:43.4792.
Lindsell’s 1:35.1097 saw him once again
the fastest of run group two; 4.8 seconds
quicker than McHugh with Bartley third.
Michael Botti’s second outing saw him in
the 1:35’s once again, 3.5 seconds to the
good of Ivan Susigan with Erle third.

3

Once a regular competitor in club sprint
events, Ross Holder was having a short
break back in Australia from Thailand
where he has been living and working for
the past couple of years and, sharing Doug
Gould’s Alfetta, he posted a 1:48.39 to be
fourth fastest of the run group.
Then it was the turn of the racers to take
to the track for the first of their eight lap
races. At the previous round of the racing
series earlier this year Trent Harrison
hadn’t quite mastered the technique of
getting the Alfetta off the line but this time
he did it better, leading the way right from
the drop of the flag. By turn two the Ignisemblazoned Alfetta had already opened
up a lead of a few car lengths on the rest,
leaving them to fight amongst themselves.
Heading through the twisty bits at the top
end of the circuit for the first time Trent
had opened up a handy lead while Mauceri,
in second spot, and being monstered by
Aarons with Torcasio close enough to join
in the battle for the minor placings. By the
end of lap one Torcasio had managed to
get by both Mauceri and Aarons but as
they headed into the tight right hander at
the water tower flag point both of them
dived under Torcasio to relegate the 75
back to fourth place.

By the start of lap two Trent was already
well out in front, leaving the rest to their
own devices/battles with gaps opening up
between a few cars. The battle between
Torcasio, Mauceri and Aarons was still on
in earnest while further back Floyd had a
slight lead over Colautti with the Suds of
Bottcher and Pignataro next in line. With
each lap Trent continued to extend his lead
over the field and by the halfway mark of
the eight lap journey he was far enough
out in front to be unchallenged while the
order behind him was Mauceri, Torcasio,
Aarons, Floyd, Colautti, Bottcher, Choi,
Pignataro and Hugh Harrison.
Over the remaining laps Trent continued to
extend his lead, going on to claim the win
as well as the fastest lap time of 1:37.1963.
Torcasio and Mauceri claimed the minor
placings ahead of Aarons, Floyd, Colautti,
Bottcher, Pignataro, Hugh Harrison and
Caldwell with Choi posting a dnf.
The next round of timed runs began with
the fastest time of 1:35.3141 being set by
Daryl Susigan, well ahead of Stables in the
Renault Clio who had Peter Winter close in
the 147 GTA. Lindsell maintained his spot as
the fastest of his run group with a1:36.1959,
3.2 seconds to the good of McHugh in the
Subaru and Bartley in the Lotus.

4

Run group three finished off the morning’s
long track timed runs with Michael Botti
leading the way this time, getting down to
1:33.0379, a whisker over seven seconds
faster than Ivan Susigan’s best with Erle
again third fastest. Holder was getting into
the swing of things, his best lap of the 12
minute outing producing a 1:47.9997, the
fourth fastest of the group.
The racers lined up for their second 8 lap
4
outing
with the start order determined by
the finish order of the previous race which
saw Trent Harrison on pole and Mauceri
joining him on the front row of the 10 car
field. Once again it was Trent who jumped
away well and, like the first race, he led
all the way from start to finish to score
an easy 12 second win over Torcasio.
The heat was taken out of the battle for
the minor placings when Mauceri pulled
to the side of the track a couple of laps
before the finish and took no further part
in proceedings. Despite brake problems
which prevented him making any ground
on the yellow Alfetta well out in front,
Torcasio went on to finish second with
Aarons a distant third. Floyd held Colautti
off to claim fourth place with Bottcher
sixth, then Choi, Hugh Harrison and
Pignataro. Caldwell’s race ended early
after an engine mount dislodged and hit
the oil cooler.
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Bruno Colautti with Evan Bottcher close
behind.
Alex Stables, Renault Clio.
Tom Taylor, GTV TS.
John Rodda, Mito QV.
Stephen Aarons was being pressed through
the esses.
Cooper Morrison, 75 TS.
Ray Pignataro, Alfa Sud.
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After the lunch break the action switched to
the short track but there was little change
in the order with the same names showing
up at or near the top of the time sheets for
most of the run groups
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seconds quicker than Claude. Again Stables
was best of the rest with a 1:13.4017 in the
Renault Clio which was the third fastest of
the group.

which was only 0.2307 better than Holder
who was obviously enjoying the opportunity
to have a track outing. Tom Taylor was
close with a 1:15.2851 for third.

During the lunch break the Botti crew
removed the mesh from the intake
trumpets in an effort to improve the air flow
to the fuel injection system of the Alfetta.

Once again Lindsell was able to maintain
his dominance of his run group with
a 1:06.7693 in the Mini Cooper S with
McHugh and Pettett the close to him with
their 1:10.5657 and 1:11.5683 respectively.

After his first outing on the short track
following the change Claude said the
performance difference was noticeable but
it was Daryl Susigan who was the fastest of
the group with a best lap of 1:04.9894, 1.7

By the time the next group lined up there
was a noticeable shortage of cars with only
seven cars lining up on the dummy grid.
This time it was Erle who led the way with
a best lap of 1:14.3753 in the Nissan 200SX

Race three was a virtual repeat of the
previous two races with Trent Harrison
grabbing the lead from the start and going
on to score an easy win. Without Torcasio
and Mauceri to contend with, Aarons took
out second place, his fastest lap just over
three seconds off Trent’s best with Floyd a
close third and with a fastest lap time better
than Aarons. Colautti finished just ahead of
Bottcher who was driving the wheels off
the Sud and next was Hugh Harrison and
Pignataro.

9

While the high temperature may have
been enough for some to opt for an early
finish and head home, not so Claude Botti
who was obviously still keen on testing
the latest upgrade to the car as well as
trying to improve his lap times. His first
run after the lunch break produced a best
lap of 1:04.6035, over eight seconds faster
than Stables in the Renault Clio and Daryl
Susigan the third fastest of the run group
with a 1:13.1448. Lindsell maintained his
position as the front runner of his group,
his best lap of 1:06.7229, 3.6 seconds
faster than McHugh with Pettett again third
fastest. With the Botti’s and the Susigans
packing up early Erle took over as the
fastest of the run group with a 1:14.3713,
but only just as Tom Taylor was very close
with a 1:14.5483 and Holder third with his
1:15.2797.

Claude Botti, GTV6 3.2 Litre

8

Trent Harrison, GTV6

Evan Bottcher, Alfa Sud

Ivan Susigan, GTV6 3.2 Litre
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For the fourth race the Harrisons
swapped cars with Hugh getting behind
the wheel of his much-loved Alfetta,
leaving son Trent to drive the 2-Litre GTV
around for the eight laps. The end result
was the same as in the earlier races with
the yellow Ignis emblazoned Alfetta out
in front for the whole journey, scoring an
easy win with Floyd and Colautti taking
out the minor placings and Bottcher
less than half a second behind Colautti
for fourth place. Hugh’s best lap was a
very creditable 1:06.6638 although not
quick enough to better Trent’s best lap of
1:06.4435 in the previous race. While some
may think otherwise, let no-one have any
doubts at all, coming second to a car that
was purpose-built by the factory team for
the Australian touring car championship
is an excellent result.
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Lindsell capped off his competition day
with a fastest lap of the group, 4.2397
seconds ahead of Pettett with McHugh
third fastest, less than half a second
behind Pettett.
Only five cars appeared in the dummy grid
area for what turned out to be the final
run for the day and it was John Rodda
in the Alfa Mito QV who topped the time
sheets with a best lap of 1:15.4428, less
than a second better than Leon Bogers’
1:15.5347 and Callum Choi’s 1:19.3054
in the 156. Glenda Millard’s best was a
1:21.8730 while Pam Stables best was a
1:22.0953 to bring an end to a hot day’s
competition.
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The Botti crew removed the mesh on the
intake trumpets during the lunch break.
9 Seb Mauceri, GTV TS
10 Stephen Aarons outbraked himself into the
corner, and went bush.

11 Tim Edwards, Alfa 75.
12 Ross Holder, Alfetta GTV6.
13 Jason Erle, Nissan 200SX
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Discover
award-winning
Caulfield Village.

Located in one of Australia’s
top 10 property growth areas

New homes now under
construction starting from
$455,000.
Club Members receive $2,000
towards purchasing fees.

On the doorstep of Monash
University’s fastest growing
campus
Includes residents’ kitchen,
dining room, library, business
centre, cinema & wine cellar
Call Club Member Greg Briggs
for details on 0409 790 182
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Competition - Phillip Island

T

here can hardly be a better way to
finish off the competition year than
a visit to Phillip Island and spending
the day, in near perfect weather, getting in
lots of track time on that extraordinary GP
circuit, so popular with two and four wheels
competitors from around the world.

Others must have been thinking the
same as this final competition day for
2017 attracted just over 100 entries with
them being split into four run groups, and
each group scheduled to have five timed
runs. There were of course the usual
few double entries and a few first timers
among the line-up.
While it was not the first Phillip Island
outing for Phil Baskett and Evan Bottcher,
it was however the debut outing of their
recently acquired 156 GTA, so their day
was to be more about getting to know the
car rather than topping the time sheets.
They are intending to run the car and
share the driving throughout the year
ahead.

42

As has become the norm for these Alfa
Club Sprint days there was the usual
eclectic variety of cars, Mazda MX5’s
topping the list with 40, Alfas the closest
to them with 24 and the rest of the
line-up comprising the usual variety,
ranging from Porsche, Mercedes Benz,
Mitsubishi, Nissan/Datsun, Subaru,
Lotus, BMW, Renault, Fiat, Toyota/Lexus,
Renault, Peugeot, Mini Cooper to a
couple of Holden Commodores - one of
them being a Clubsport model.
For the Botti’s the day was over before
it even began. As they were getting the
Alfetta off the trailer they spotted some
fraying on the timing belt so, rather than
take a chance on the timing belt letting go
while they were out on the track, Claude
and son Michael decided that their day
would be spent spectating. The motor
was due to be given a bit of TLC over
the next few weeks anyway so an engine
refresh is obviously a whole lot less
expensive than rebuilding one damaged
because a timing belt let go.

2

With the 12 minutes for practice and
track familiarization for everyone out of
the way run group one, comprising 24
MX5’s and a lone Toyota, took to the track
for their first 12 minute timed session
which ended with a trio of MX5’s, led by
Paul Ledwith who posted a best lap of
1:51.3526, less than a second better than
Russell Garner with Dean Watchorn the
next in line.
The second run group was made up of
variety of cars and it was the very quick
Honda Integra of Kenny Nguyen who
topped the time sheets for the group with
a 1:49.7893, almost 10 seconds faster
than Dale Rickett’s 1:59.1643 in the HSV
Clubsport. Michael Salvatore’s 3.2-litre
GT was the fastest of the Alfas, with a
1:59.6099. Phil Baskett’s first drive of the
156 GTA produced a better than expected
2:00.5753 but ended prematurely when
a tyre blew on lap three. Despite the
disappointment of the blown tyre Phil
was still able to raise a smile when he
got back to the pits and he and co-owner
Evan discussed how different this car was

3

d

1

compared to others they had raced. The
blown tyre had looked like ending their
day early but the offer of a replacement
wheel and tyre enabled them get in some
valuable track time and continue the
learning process.
Matt Hocking’s best lap in the Skyline
was down in the low 1:50’s, 5.2 seconds
faster that Byron David in the WRX and
Theo Kornards the third fastest, with a
best lap of 1.57.3534 in the Mitsubishi
EVO.
Brett Dickie was sharing the Honda
Integra with Kenny Nguyen and used
the car’s obvious pace to post the fastest
lap of run group four when he got down
into the 1:45’s, almost eight seconds
faster than Greg Blackwood in the Lexus
and Jeremy Payne whose best lap of
1:53 was less than half a second behind
Blackwood’s.

4

The second round of timed runs began
with Ledwith once again the fastest of
his group with although his 1:51.5769
a whisker slower than his earlier time.
Watchorn and Garner traded places
although there wasn’t much between
their best lap times.
In his second outing Nguyen was once
again the fastest of the group, this time
two seconds better than his first outing.
Michael Farina turned up the wick in the
147 GTA to be second fastest, 3.8 seconds
off Nguyen’s pace with Rickett’s HSV
Clubsport third fastest with a best lap of
1:55.1189. Phil Baskett returned to the
track a replacement tyre and improved
on his earlier time to get down to a
1:57.7256. Both the Salvatore brothers
had problems with a loose exhaust flange
bolt causing a problem on Michael’s
GT and Paul’s run, and day, effectively
ending early due to a faulty coil pack on
the 155 Turbo. A rummage through some
tool boxes produced a replacement bolt
for the GT but a replacement coil pack
couldn’t be found for the 155.
Evan Bottcher got his chance to try the
156 out, managing a best lap time of
2:01.5955 before he too had his run end
early because of a tyre problem. The
exhaust problem fixed, Michael Salvatore
finished the run as the fastest of the Alfas

5

1 Mike Bugelly had John Rodda hot on his rear
bumper as they round Honda corner.
2 Bruce Cochrane had a moment on the
approach to Lukey Heights when a sudden
loss of power due to fuel surge caused him
take to the grass.
3 Peter Winter had the better on the day in the
long-running battle of the 147 GTA’s.
4 Geoff Nelson heading out of MG in the 2 litre
GTV.
5 The Honda Integra, shared by Brett Dickie
and Kenny Nguyen, was uncatchable on the
day.

6

6 It has been quite a while since Damian Crea
last took to the race track, this moment of his
return to the race track captured as he heads
towards Lukey Heights.
7 Ray Pignataro had an uneventful day in the
Sud, finishing the visit to Phillip Island with a
second in class.
8 Michael Salvatore heads Peter Hillman out of MG.
9 Alan Ricketts giving the HSV Clubsport a bit of
a workout on the approach to Lukey Heights.

7

8

9
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Results
Standard Alfa 1600-1999cc
1st Damon Choi
2nd Neil Choi
3rd Callum Choi

156 TS
156 TS
156 TS

2:07.4428
2:07.5195
2:08.2241

Standard Alfa 2000-2999cc
1st John Rodda
10

Mito

2:05.3994

Standard Alfa over 3000
1st Peter Winter
147 GTA 1:59.2023
2nd Bruce Cochrane 147 GTA 2:00.7765
Modified Alfa 1600-1999cc
1st Paul Gulliver
2nd Geoff Nelson

GTV TS
GTV 2000

2:06.8091
2:18.0447

Racing Alfa 1300-1599cc
1st Michael Bugelly Giulia Sprint 2:07.7285
2nd Ray Pignataro Alfa Sud 2:08.0752
11

1st Peter Hillman
2nd Tony Raditsis

in this run group but neither he nor any
of the others in this run group were able
to get close to Nguyen who was still the
run group’s pacesetter in the Honda with
a 1:45.0573.
Nguyen and Dickie who were sharing
the Honda Integra were having their own
personal battle with Dickie coming up
with a 1:46.5077 next time out. In his next
run Nguyen got into the 1:44’s to claim
the class win for the day.
While there was the odd problem for
some, it was business as usual for the
rest with few surprises and the same
names usually heading the time sheets
after each timed run. By mid-afternoon,
in what seems to be a pattern at these
AROCA Vic sprint events, the competitor
numbers had dropped off in some of
the run groups, not that fewer numbers
seemed to matter for those who were
intent on staying around as long as they
could to continue their own personal
battles with the clocks.
It was a good finish to a 2017 competition
year with many, if not most, already
planning to pick up where they left off
with the 2018 competition year which gets
under way at Broadford on January 21.

Alfetta GTV 1:57.1793
Giulia Super 2:07.2712

Associate Class under 2000cc
1st Paul Ledwith MX5
2nd Russell Garner MX5
3rd Dean Watchorn MX5
12

1:51.2037
1:52.1604
1:53.6759

Associate Class over 2000cc
1st Kenny Nguyen Honda Integra 1:44.8417
2nd Brett Dickie
Honda Integra 1:45.7202
rd
3 Matt Hocking Nissan Skyline 1:46.7202
10 John Rodda held a tighter line through
Honda in the Mito as Paul Salvatore went
wide in the 155 Turbo.
11 Paul Salvatore was having a good day, until
a coil pack problem cropped up, which
ended his day’s competition.

13

12 George Lekkas on the back straight in the
Holden Commodore still sporting the Mobil
HDT livery.
13 The Choi family 156 got a real work out on
the day with father Neil and sons Damon
and Callum all having a run. This time it
was Damon at the wheel.
14 Michael Salvatore’s day was interrupted by a
loose bolt on the exhaust flange

14
15
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Racing Alfa 1600-1999cc

15 Latest addition to the club’s competition
ranks is this 156 GTA with new owners Phil
Basket and Evan Bottcher having their fi st
outing at Phillip Island.

Boot Lid Springs
By Barry Edmunds

F

or as long as I have owned Giulia
Supers I have had an on-going
problem with the boot lid not staying
up and a solution has always eluded me.
Without a prop to hold the boot lid up
usually resulted in yours truly, and anyone
else doing the same thing, receiving an
unwelcome whack on the back of the head.
Fortunately said whacks have not been
too severe or caused me any long term
damage, well none that are too evident or
that I’d admit to.

I had tried adjusting the springs on a
couple of occasions by moving the spring
down a notch or two, which not only
proved ineffectual but didn’t solve the
problem and usually left me fearing for
my safety if the spring happened to let
go in my direction. Being in the path of a
suddenly released spring, especially one
with the inertia of a loose boot spring, is
not something I was particularly keen on.
Talking to other owners it is quite
apparent that my boot lid experience is
one that Giulia sedan and Berlina owners
are also familiar with but, like me,
obviously thought it was just something
that came with the car. One of those nonfactory-listed option things.
A couple of months back I was chatting
to a fellow Giulia owner, Gavin Campbell
from Classic Carburettors in Queensland
about our favourite subject - Giulia
Supers, and when I mentioned my boot
lid problem he said that not only did he
know exactly what I was talking about but
he had solved the problem by producing
some new springs which he had fitted to

his own Super. It turns out that solving
the problem involved a complete rethink about Alfa’s original design, which
had the springs in a state of almost fulltension while the boot lid is closed.
In coming up with a solution to the
problem, Gavin had concluded that the
original springs were actually too short
for the application. As the adjacent
photo shows, the difference between
the original Alfa Romeo springs and the
replacements is significant.

should only be necessary to use the
first position. While the replacement
springs can be purchased individually
Gavin recommends that these springs be
purchased and fitted as a pair. Replacing
the springs is relatively easy and fitting
instructions are included.

3

2

These replacement springs were
produced after a long period of
investigation and have been computerdesigned to ensure they perform exactly
as Alfa Romeo originally intended; to
travel through the functional arc of the
hinge without ever reaching the critical
stretch position.
The new springs can be fitted to any
of the three positions provided on the
spring support brackets, however it

Having been convinced by Gavin that his
springs would solve my boot lid problem
I ordered a pair, handed over my $88.00
and after fitting them I can confirm that
indeed they are easy to fit and they do
everything that was promised.
For further details about these boot
springs, contact: Gavin Campbell at
Classic Carbs @ 0408 153 514, or log on
to the Classic Carburettors web site.
https://classiccarbs.com.au
1

The fi st position should be OK when fitting
the new springs.

2

Comparing springs.

3

With the new springs fit ed the boot lid will
stay where positioned.
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1

Targa Florio Finish at Docklands

I

t might be an old cliché to say that
when one door closes another door
usually opens and this was certainly the
case when the Club’s Spettacolo event was
called off due to a weather forecast that
was suggesting that a boat might be more
appropriate for the weekend than a car.

The cancellation of Spettacolo led to the
club being offered a chance to display cars
at Docklands as a lead in to the finish of
the Targa Florio Australian Tribute event.

2
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Despite the inclement weather early
on the day quite a few club members
did turn-up which resulted in a nice
selection of Alfa Romeos and a few Fiats
on display, a display that attracted quite
a lot of attention from the passing parade
of people exploring the Docklands area.
Some of the cars on display were also
seen sporting event stickers.
By the time the cars that had spent the
previous few days participating in the
Targa Florio Australian Tribute began to

roll in to the finish line just after 1pm the
rain had gone, replaced by sunshine to
greet the competitors who had obviously
enjoyed their few days touring Victoria’s
southern regions.
After crossing the finish line the Targa
cars were then on display with friends
and family of the competitors on hand to
welcome them. Later in the afternoon the
trophies were handed out at a function
across the road at Etihad stadium.

3

4

5

6

7

1

1

Nick and Francesca Gulino cross the finish
line in their Giulietta Sprint Veloce.

2

One of the rare and unusual cars in the
event was this 1948 Tucker crewed by Terry
Dowel and Brendan Edgerton.

3

Like the rest of their fellow competitors in
the event, Francesca and Nick Gulino were
all smiles at the finish.

4

Arturo Merzario left car owner Nick Gulino
a nice memento of his drive in the event by
autographing the Duetto.

5

Of course there had to be a police
presence, even if it was this Berlina
wearing Carabinieri livery and driven by
John Tamburrino.

6

Winners are always grinners and no-one
was grinning more than event winners
Giordano Mozzi and Stefania Biacca.

7

Two of nine Alfas in the event, the 1967
Alfa Romeo Duetto crewed by ex Formula 1
driver Arturo Merzario and Angelo
Pizzuto and the 1929 6C Zagato of John
Lawson and his son Paul.

8

John Westover, one of the event’s
organisers, telling car owner Nick Gulino
how much fun he had driving Nick’s Giulia
Super in the event.

9

Carlo Travaglini and Alf Costanzo accepted
their trophy from the Stetson-wearing ex
F1 driver Arturo Merzario, a lively and very
engaging participant during the event.

8

s
9

10

10 TV personality Kate Peck was obviously
very pleased with her Targa Florio outing
driving a Porsche 911T Cabriolet and
finishing a very creditable 15th despite
doing the event solo.

SHARE THE PASSION

“ S H E W A S S O S W E E T,
S O P E R F E C T. S T I L L I S . ”
The passion, the pride of ownership, the sheer emotional attachment – no one
understands it better than Shannons. So when it comes to insurance for your
special car, daily drive, bike or even your home, there’s only one person you should
talk to - a fellow enthusiast at Shannons. So call Shannons for a quote on 13 46 46.

INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS | CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE |
SHANNONS.COM.AU
Shannons Limited is an authorised representative of Australian Alliance Insurance Company Limited, the issuer of this product. Refer to the Product Disclosure Statement by calling 13 46 46.
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Preparation is Everything

T

his article, by Evan Bottcher, was
first published in C&S in 2005 and
has now been updated by Colin
Edwards.

So you want to be a Tazio Nuvolari,
Giuseppe Farina, Juan Manuel Fangio,
Nicola Larini, or Charles Leclerc?
Have you always dreamed of getting
involved in motorsport, but always felt
it was out of your reach. Alfa Romeo
has announced a return to Formula1
and there are reports out of Europe that
Maserati may also be considering an
involvement in Formula 1 - why not you,
what is to stop you from getting involved!?
Each year AROCA Vic runs a series of
relatively affordable entry-level events,
called Sprints, where drivers circulate in
a controlled environment and compete
against the clock to set their own fastest
time for the day. These sprints are not
races; the emphasis is on the clock, not
‘wheel to wheel’ competition with those
sharing the track with you at the time.
These sprints are held at Phillip Island,
Winton, Broadford and Sandown race
circuits. The requirements for licensing
and vehicle preparation for sprints are a
lot less than those required for racing.
These AROCA VIC sprint days offer an
excellent and affordable way to get into
grass roots motor sport, where you can
get to experience our terrific Victoria
circuits. If you want to take your motor
sport further, you can then take the next
step and join the club’s racing series.
How do you get started?
The following is a guide mostly taken
from our club’s excellent ‘Supplementary
Regulations’ for sprint events.
Paperwork:
First of all you need to be a fully paid up
club member to enter these club sprint
events, or be a member of another car
club that has been invited to the event.
You need a CAMS “Level 2 Speed (L2S)”
licence to compete in “speed events like
club sprints. This is a simple process of
downloading the licence application form
from the CAMS website, filling out the
form and sending it to CAMS with the fee
(currently $135). This is your license to
drive in “speed events” like sprints.
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There are two types of Level 2 licences Speed (L2S) and (L2NS).
A L2S licence entitles the holder to
compete in AROCA Sprint events,
regularity trials up to National
Championship level, single and multicar speed events (not racing) up to
International level, drifting events and
touring road events that do not run over
closed road sections.
The higher-level L2NS licence entitles
competitors to compete in events such
as observed section trials, touring
assemblies, non-timed road events,
motorkhanas and khanacross, up to
International level.
Equipment:
The following is a brief summary of
the equipment required to compete
in a sprint event. For more detailed
information, please read the detailed
supplementary regulations issued before
each event as rules will change. These
documents can be found on the club’s
web site “Motorsport” page.
Clothing - Clothing must cover all limbs
from wrist to ankle e.g. jeans and longsleeved tops made of non-flammable
wool or cotton. For obvious reasons, nylon
or polyester clothing is not permitted.
Helmet - Your helmet must be in good
condition with no visible scratches or
marks. It must display a sticker showing
it conforms to AS1698 or equivalent
standard, such as SFI 31.1, SFI 31.1A, SFI
31.2A, SFI 24.1 (youth helmet standard
only), SNELL SA2000, E22 and BS665885 and be less than 10years old.
Fire Extinguisher - A fire extinguisher
no older than 3 years from date of
manufacture and conforming to AS
1841.5 standard and mounted within
ready reach of the driver is required. The
fire extinguisher’s metal bracket must be
bolted to the car’s chassis structure using
M6 standard, or better, high tensile bolts.
CAMS, under whose regulations the
club runs competition events, requires
the fixing of the extinguisher bracket
to withstand 25G. Self- tappers are not
strong enough. A typical location on a
road car would be on or about the rail
supports for the front passenger seat.
Headlights - Headlights and fog lights
with glass lenses MUST be covered with
a clear adhesive film e.g. contact to
hold the glass together in the event of
breakage.

Battery Triangle - A 150mm blue triangle
sticker must be affixed to the body to
indicate the location of the battery so that,
in an incident, the track safety crews can
quickly access the battery and cut power.
Numbers - You will need to affix numbers
to both sides of your car - white numbers
on the rear windows if possible is a
practical location. These numbers must
be minimum 230mm in height. These
numbers can be purchased from driver
check-in on the day of the event.
Throttle return springs - On carburetted
cars, each individual throttle valve shaft
must have an additional return spring to
prevent the throttle sticking open if the
main throttle linkage becomes detached
or breaks.
Bonnet catches - Cars with rear hinged
bonnets must have 2 independent catches
or fasteners attached close to the leading
edge of the bonnet. Most pre-1973 cars
require an additional catch or strap to
be added. Cars manufactured after 1973
with front-hinged bonnets are usually
exempt. Original factory-fitted bonnet
locks on standard cars are adequate.
Metal valve caps - All wheels must be
fitted with metal valve caps.
If you are unsure about any of the above
items, check with the Club’s Competition
Secretary.
Trackworthy?
Your car will be inspected by a scrutineer
before it will be allowed onto the track.
This involves checking that all the
requirements in the previous section
(bonnet catches, throttle return springs
etc.) have been met, plus some basic
checks of the integrity of your car. The
following are some examples of the
items that commonly cause a failure at
scrutineering:
• loose battery
• loose wheel bearings
• oil leaks
• brake light/s not working
• loose items inside the car
• Incorrectly mounted or out of date
fire extinguisher
A scrutineering list containing a guideline
of if items you need check will be supplied
to every entrant.

The scrutineers can only check so
much. You are about to take your car
out on the track and explore the limits
of its acceleration, steering, cornering
and braking so some common sense is
required. The following are a few things
to consider:
•

•

•

•

Brakes - Because the brakes have
to cope with higher braking forces
during sprint events, ensure that
your brake pads have sufficient
material to last the day. It is highly
recommended that a full set of
premium compound ‘track day’
brake pads capable of handling
the heat generated by track use be
fitted. These premium compound
pads cope better with the heat and
are less likely to cause brake fade
than standard road-use pads.
Brake Fluid - Brake fluid is
hydroscopic - it absorbs water,
which can then cause the brake fluid
to boil when it gets hot and reduces
the effectiveness of your brakes. If
you haven’t changed your brake fluid
in the last year, definitely do it before
your first sprint outing. A FULL flush
and COMPLETE replacement of the
fluid with a premium high temp brake
fluid is strongly recommended.
Steering and Suspension. This is
just common sense - all of your
suspension components have to
be tight and free from wear to
ensure your car goes where you
steer it and in a safe manner. If
you’re not mechanically minded
it is recommended that you have
your car thoroughly checked over
by your friendly and knowledgeable
mechanic familiar with Alfa Romeos.
Tyres. Tyres also take a beating on
the track. The harder you push the greater the load on your tyres
so consider tyre pressures. It is
suggested that around 30% higher
than normal road pressures is
needed for track outings. If you are
not sure, ask your fellow competitors
for advice.

If this sounds a bit serious, remember
that a lot of entries at every AROCA sprint
event are standard road cars that are
driven to and from the track.
At all times, if you are unsure of
ANYTHING relating to the running
procedures at events or mechanical
issues, club officials are there to help, to
advise and make the day run smoothly.

On the day
You’ve paid your entry fee, you have your
license and your car is fully prepared.
You’ve received AND READ AND FULLY
UNDERSTOOD
the
‘Supplementary
Regulations’ for the event. These
regulations cover the specifics for the
event and include a detailed running
order for the day, including your group
numbers for practice and the sprint.
Please read and understand the
Supplementary Regulations fully.
You will need to sign on and have your
documents checked, so arrive at the track
early - around 7am suggested - to check
in and prepare your car for scrutineering.
Before you line up at scrutineering
ensure that you remove all loose items
from the car, such as the spare tyre, tools
from the boot, car mats, loose change,
phone and any other accumulated stuff.
Line up early to give you enough time to
fix anything before your practice session
starts.
Attend scrutineering to have your vehicle
inspected and signed off.
A driver’s briefing will be held before
practice. Attendance is compulsory. If this
is your first event at this track, make sure
you put your hand up for a familiarisation
session and an experienced driver will go
round the track with you to show you the
correct cornering lines and which gears
to use. When your group is called to the
dummy grid, please line up without delay.
This will help to keep the day running
smoothly. The first lap of practice is
usually run under a single yellow flag to
familiarise yourself with the track and
the flag points which are used to advise
you and your fellow competitors of any
incidents on the track.
Practice is intended for familiarisation
with the circuit and to warm your car
up. Stay well within your limits and try
to memorise the circuit layout; pick out
braking points and apexes of corners.
Don’t pass other cars unless they clearly
indicate for you to do so. If you wish to
be passed, indicate with your arm out the
vehicle which side the passing car should
use. Hold your line through corners.
Carefully read the instructions in your
“Supp Regs” regarding flags and other
procedures while on the track. When
your group is called to the dummy grid,
line up quickly. When the track is clear
the grid marshall will direct you to enter
the track.
Each sprint session will last around 12
minutes. You are under no obligation to
spend the full allocated period on the
track and you may exit the track via the pit

entry road at any time. At the completion
of the session the field will be shown the
chequered flag. You will continue around
for a cool down lap before exiting the
track.
On this cool-down lap it is recommended
you drive at a lower speed - about 1/2
or 2/3 pace and use the brakes as little
as possible. The adrenaline will still be
flowing so use the cool down lap to slow
yourself down as well as the car.
During your cool down lap, use the
opportunity to observe your braking
points and cornering lines and think
about how to go faster in the next session.
To avoid hot rear brake pads sticking to
hot brake rotors, avoid using the hand
brake. When you return to the pits leave
the car in gear or Park.
Between sessions see if you can offer a
hand to the officials. Lap time results are
generally posted progressively during
the day so check up on how you’ve gone.
Also make sure to check your car - water
and oil levels, tyre and brake wear should
be checked out during the day. Also
check brake fluid level. Check your own
fluid levels and keep yourself hydrated,
especially if it is a hot day. Above all else
have a good (and safe) time!
Next Time
So that was your first track outing and
hopefully a lot of fun……what next?
Come along to our club nights at Bell’s
Hotel (on the second Wednesday each
month), there’s always a few experienced
drivers present who are happy to pass on
advice to new drivers.
Draw a map of any race circuit on the
back of a drink coaster, ask questions and
you’ll soon get any number of opinions on
which gear to use and what line to take
through corners. Ask questions about
tyres and brakes and anything else you’ll get good advice; right up until the
day you start going faster than those
offering advice..
Now you’ve got all the information you’ve
got no excuse! Check out the club
calendar and get your entry in to Neil
Choi for the next event.
All the foregoing might seem to be a little
(or a lot) daunting for your first time but
it really isn’t. After a couple of sprint
outings it will all seem quite normal.
Remember; at all times AROCA Vic
officials are there to help and are happy
to help and guide you through to make
the event an enjoyable and pleasurable
day out.
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156 Race Car

T

he latest addition to the Alfa club
ranks in Victoria is a 3.2 litre 156
GTA acquired recently from NSW by
Evan Bottcher and Phil Baskett who intend
to share the car in endurance racing events.

First outing for the 156 was at the club
sprint event in December and both Evan
and Phil were super excited to get the car
out on to the track and discover what they
have let themselves in for.

to other cars he has driven but the drive
out of tighter corners, such as Phillip
Island’s Honda and Siberia corners, is
magnificent with the diff and suspension
well sorted.

The car was built in 2003 for production
car racing and ran in a 2-hour support
event to the 2003 Bathurst 24-hour race.
It had a short history in production car
racing and has had occasional outings
in club events before finding a new home
south of the border.

Unfortunately their track outings at
Phillip Island were curtailed after a
couple of runs due to major tyre failures
but the very limited time on the track was
enough to give both of them a sense of
the car’s potential. Lesson one; don’t try
old, hard tyres.

“It will take a couple of outings at Phillip
Island to get used to the huge difference
in speed compared to the Sud, especially
on the front straight approaching turn
one. I can’t wait to get the car out again.
We’ll just have to make sure we have
good tyres next time”, said Evan.

Evan has been racing an Alfa Sud for
many years so he is well used to the
limitations of front wheel drive.

Having driven his father-in-law Bruce’s
147GTA, Evan says the straight line
power of the 156 is not hugely different
1

Regis Display
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F

ollowing on from the visit to the Regis
Aged Care facility in Malvern East a
few months earlier, club members
were invited back just prior to Christmas, to
put on another car display to complement
the fete that was being held inside the
facility.

A number of club members took up
the invitation which resulted in a nice
selection of Alfas; a trio of Giulia Supers,
one 4C, a Giulietta, a 75, a Spider and a
Berlina, plus one Brock Commodore,
lining up close to the main entrance of
the facility. The line-up attracted a lot of
interest from visitors to the fete as well as
some residents who undoubtedly enjoyed
the opportunity to look over some Italian
classics and the Brock Commodore.
1

John Keating brought his 4C along to be
part of the display.

2

Club president Mandy Thompson’s Giulietta
at the head of the line-up.

3

Face painting was one of the attractions
at the fete inside and when these two
were asked to pick their favourite car, they
chose the 4C. Obviously very discerning
youngsters.

TOURING

Masterpieces of Style
Author: Luciano Greggio
Among the creators of Italian car bodies Touring is synonymous
with excellence and this 192 page book recounts the fascinating
history of the company with b/w and colour photos and a wealth
of illustrations and text.
From the early 1930s until the mid-60s, Touring created true
works of art. From the Milanese atelier Felice Bianchi Anderloni
a number of models appeared that became authentic icons in
the history of the automobile.
The Flying Star, built on an Alfa Romeo
6C 1750 GS rolling chassis and an Isotta
Fraschini 8, as were many other Alfas,
made with open and closed bodies in the
years before the Second World War.
In that period, Touring brought to life
its unforgettable Superleggera; cars of
extraordinary fascination and elegance
that were the descendants of in-depth
aerodynamic studies. Touring’s client list
became longer from 1947 with other customers, including
Ferrari’s iconic 166 Barchetta, Maserati’s extraordinary 3500
GT, Aston Martin, Lancia and Lamborghini. That brilliant
trend came to a close in 1966, when Touring was forced to
close, returning 40 years later when the Touring Superleggera
returned to spawn a new generation of one-offs.
Price: 40.80 Ð
Size: 24x27 cms - Photos: in b/w and colour Hardbound with jacket - Text: English.
EAN: 978-88-7911-677-0
Website:https://www.giorgionadaeditore.it/en/cars/touringmasterpieces-of-style.html
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Zagame Autobody
Alfa Romeo Approved Collision Repairer

Zagame Autobody
Australia’s only Alfa Romeo
Approved Collision Repairer
Zagame 24hr Emergency
Assistance:
Phone: 1300 000 ZAG (924)
Enquiries & Request a Quote:
Phone: 03 9046 1499
Web: zag.com.au/autobody
facebook.com/zagameautobody

Uncompromising service begins with the question;
“What more can we do for you?”.
At Zagame Automotive, we have the perfect answer
- a new Autobody experience.
With our specialised expertise, extensive quality control,
and exclusive use of genuine parts and Alfa Romeo
Approved repair procedures, your vehicle will be treated
to the very best in Alfa Romeo Certified workmanship.
Awarded the 2016 National Best Panel Shop, our stateof-the-art facility will provide you with unparalleled
commitment to exceptional refinishing quality - a level
of expertise never before experienced in Australia.
For all enquiries, contact Zagame Autobody today.
Zagame Autobody understands that you drive no ordinary
car. That’s why you deserve no ordinary service.

WOULD AN AFFAIR WITH A GERMAN
BE AS EXCITING?

GIULIA

THE W
WORLD’S FASTEST PRODUCTION SEDAN*

ALFA ROMEO GIULIA

Zagame Alfa Romeo

348 SWAN STREET RICHMOND | 03 8416 0800 | ZAG.COM.AU/ALFAROMEO

*Alfa Romeo Giulia Quadrifoglio, Nürburgring lap time record holder of 7min 32sec for a full, production sedan. 3.2 V6 Twin Turbo 375kw 600Nm, 0-100km per hour in 3.9 seconds. LMCT9479.

