PRESTIGE USED CAR

AT A GLANCE
ALFA ROMEO 159
2006-12
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Doyou ownor haveyou -
owned a Lexus GS? Share
youwcpgﬁquwlm i

The159is

a great
looker

with
ample
character —

& but it is not

‘without guirks
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: conversation andyou'resureto :
getamixedresponse. The -+
ltahanbrandhasplentyof
admirers willing 1o wax lyrical
aboutrbsensuwsstyhngmd
.. fabulous handling butthereare .

qualitymddodgvrehabﬂitv
There's no question the
brand has had its issues over the

j yemmdhasldtmanyowne:s 3

butltulsoﬂnlrtn '

§ say there's something very
ingaboutit ..«

It's beyond argument that

- Alfaslook beautiful with their

.+ sleeklines, sexy curvesand -

distinctivegrille.
Slipbehind the wheel and it’s

m:puss:blenotmbeimpmmd

built, regularly broke down and
when they did there wasno one

ALFAROMEO

159

Al7-itrefour-cylinder
turboenginebecnmetheenuy ¥,
engnein20ll. - e

: Gwenmedaeckaedwstor}of

: thebrand, be cautious when
'~ beasfrustratingasitoncewas.  buyingan Alfaand havea =
The 159 was a mid-sized mechanic who is familiar with
model sold in sedan and wagon
e vax('liamsvmhachomeofpetxd 2
and di
« automaticand self-shifting g’
manual gearboxes, and the Askforasemeereeordmbe :
option ofanall-wheel-drive V6. surethatthecaryou'reabout to
Inside, thefrontseatswere  buy hasbeen caredfor. ifyou
comtfortable and supportive . can, talk to the mechanic who %
: andtherewasamplehead,leg - hasbeen doing the workonit. i
i andelbowroom.’memrwasn‘t = Thefeedbackwe'vehad -+,
quite asgenerousanditcould ... from ownersisreassuring with
feel abit of a squeeze for those vtrtm]lya]lofthemhenpdng
outback, ey praise on their cars,and few -
There was arange of diesel repormganyproblenm
and petrol engines on offer. The , . are things towatch
diesels consisted of a L9-litre wtforﬁmugh Theelectrics
four and a five-cylinder 2.4 regularly crop up in criticism of
litre, both turbocharged, while  the159, so take the time to
the petrol engines werea 2.2- check that everythingis
litre four anda 3.2-litre V6. working, the windows, door
Depending on the model the locks,au,mdioeﬁc Give ~.°
transmission choices werea 6- Lt
speed manual, 6-speed auto .
and a 6-speed Selespeed self- broken plastictrim partsas they
shifting m: B canbreakandfallapart. .. .
Allmodels with four- Ifyou're buying a diesel you
cylinder or diesel engines were  should beaware that they can
front-wheel drive, but those have problemswith -
with the lusty V6 were AWD. regeneration of the diesel
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- 22JTS159hasnowdone -

always do it automatically, as
they should, and it canmeana

A hiphothedea!ettolmveltdone.

John McDonald: My 2007

120.000km. It’s a great car, it
still looks as good asnew and

* haveno intention of selling it.

Craig Humpbrey: [owned a
Ti manual from 2010-2014. 1

-+ lovethelook of the159,it’s
; dasswa]lyltalian.Themgme

OWNERS SAY

iy 80t 25,000 km out of thetyres,
Roger Clark: I bought a 2011 Eddie Stopaynik: 1 bought
diesel 159 Ti Auto12months ~ my 159 diesel newin 2010, It’s
ago Itwasaone-ownercarwith  stylish inside and out. Fuel
83,000km on the od z is more like 13.0L/100
Thetie-rodendshadtobe ~*  kmthanthe claimed 8.0L I've
replaced to get it roadworthy alsohad some problems with
but I've done 10,000km since the engineand the dealer
. andithasbeentotallyreliable.  appearsunable to fixthem.
economical and ajoy to drive. Nowthat itis five years old 'm
Matthew Coyle:Iowna - taking it to an old fashioned
2009 JTS Timanual Despite ~  independent [talian car
my concerns about thefrailty of ~ specialist who deliverson
AlfasThavehad absolutelyno service, properly repairs the car
+  issueswithit Oncelgetwell and charges reasonable prices.
into second the engine kicksin James Panas: My dadand I
] boughtad:eselmZOO&andms
Iwas
'l'heonlydnwbackisthemel iniuaﬂydrawnhzﬂxebm:ﬁhﬂ
consumption, whichisabout “#. Italian exteriorand stylish,
lDSUlOOkm.butnslt’sanAlfn comfortable interior.
andmostofmydnwngxsmﬂ:e Additionally, the carhas and
hﬂlsljlm continues to offer fuel
erhardlamleson 1 uwneda efficiency and performance. In
15919JTD. I was attracted to some circumstances
_ the Alfabadgeandalsothe - hard steering and wide turning
- looks Ifoundthel59tobea circleisa challengebutit’s these
stylish, well-made car, although  imperfections that makesthe
itwas alittle heavyand notas 159 atrue Alfa Romeo
fuel efficient as others Itwas
beautifulinside Theproblems ~ SMITHY SAYS
wereafailed electronicsteering  # %4«
lock, powerwindowmotorand  Stunninglooks can deceive
high front tyre wear, notbadfor  'Wonderful to drive, but not
acarwiththe Aifasreputation.  necessarily to own.




